
CALIFORNIA CALLS AGAIN

20 Gnrdon Lana, San M ateo, C a l ifo rn ia  

Docomber, 1953

To Our Now " S u b s c r ib e r s " ,  Our C hristm as G reo tin g s  
l a  s t  y ear w ent ou t a s ,  "CALIFORNIA CALLING".

FAREWELL TO THE REDWOODS

Wo s h a l l  over c h e r is h  our days in  th o  Redwood Em piro. N ev e r.to  be f o r g o t t e n  
i s  th o  memory of, tho$o p ic n ic s  and. hamburger su p p o rs in  A rm strong Woods S ta to  F a rk . 
Hew good fo o d  t a s t e d  among th o so  1300 y ear o ld  t r e e s  and t h e i r  m ossages of s i le n c e  
and b o au ty  wore f a r  more r e f r e s h in g  and so o th in g  th a n  any to  bo h eard  on man-mado 
m ach ines.

But th o s e  p le a s a n t days a re  o v e r . We l e f t  G u e rn ev illo  November 10, in  th o  
r a i n ,  and a r r iv e d  in  San M ateo, 90 m ile s  t o  th o  so u th , in  th e  su n sh in e . I t  made 
us f e e l  t h a t  G u e rn e v ille  was w eeping  to  have us le av e  and our new ly adop ted  c i t y  
g re e te d  us w i th  a sm ile . A lthough we w ere a t  G u e rn e v ille  lo s s  th a n  two y e a rs  we 
found on le a v in g  t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  o f  our h e a r t s  had gone down much deeper th a n  we had 
r e a l i z e d .

Tho two l a s t  Sunday s e r v ic e s  h o ld  an e s p e c i a l l y  te n d e r  sp o t in  our memorio s .
At th o  n ex t to  th e  l a s t  s o rv ic e  two d a r l in g  c h i ld r e n  w ere b a p tiz e d  and two people 
jo in o d  th e  chu ro h . One of th e  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  L ucinda, i s  a d au g h te r o f a deacon 
who i s  a ls o  p r in c ip a l  o f th o  G u e rn e v ille  P rim ary  S ch o o l. Ho and h i s  good w ifo , 
w ith  t h e i r  fo u r so n s , s t o l e  a b ig  hunk of our h e a r ts  and l i t t l e  Lucinda looked  so 
much l i k e  our own d au g h te r when she was one y e a r  o ld  t h a t  th i r ty - tw o  y e a rs  of my 
l i f e  seemed l i k e  a dream fo r i t  was E l i z a b e th 's  t h i r t y - t h i r d  b ir th d a y  when I 
b a p t iz e d  th o se  two c h i ld r e n .

The o th e r c h i ld  was th o  d au g h te r of a f in e  co up le  I had m a rried  in  tho church 
December 26, 1952. The m other grow up in  th e  ch u rch  and i s  a member t h e r e .  Her 
m other was ono o f th e  d eaco n esses  l a s t  y e a r .  The f a th e r  o f th i s  baby , Joyce , grow 
up in  th e  e a s t  and jo in e d  th e  church  a t  G u e rn e v ille  a t  th o  same s e rv ic e  t h a t  h is  
d au g h te r was b a p t iz e d .  The o th e r  member who jo in e d  th e n  was J o y c e 's  g re a t g rand ­
m other who had been b a p t iz e d  in  th o  C a th o lic  Church. A nother g re a t  grandm other 
o f Joyce was p re s e n t  and tho  f o n t  w hich was used  is a m em orial to  J o y c e 's  au n t who 
l iv e d  o n ly  a few y e a r s .

A nother i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a tu r e  about t h a t  s e rv ic e  was th o  ta p e  re c o rd in g  w hich 
was made. One o f my R o ta ry  f r i e n d s ,  a C a th o lic ,  has a good v o ic e  and a ta p e  r e ­
c o rd in g  in s tru m e n t.  Ho v o lu n te e re d  to  make a re c o rd in g  of th e  s e rv ic e  in c lu d in g  
th e  L o rd 's  p ray o r w hich  he sang  as  a s o lo .  Tho re c o rd in g  came ou t w e ll and ho gave 
me th e  ta p e  to  keep as a so u v e n ir .  I  p lay ed  i t  a t  a church  g a th e r in g  th e  l a s t  
n ig h t  we w ere th e ro  and can  h ea r i t  whenever l a m  whero th e r e  is  a r e c o r d e r .  I f  
I had owned one in  G u e rn e v ille  I m ight have done a b e t to r  jo b  a t  p re a c h in g  and 
w ere I a young m in is te r  I c e r t a i n l y  would w ant one so t h a t  I  cou ld  hear m yself as 
o th e rs  h ear me. Some day p re a c h e rs  may be a b le  to  g e t r e c o rd in g s  w hich w i l l  show 
them  how th e y  lo o k , as w e ll  as  how th e y  sound. W on't t h a t  be em b arrass in g !

The l a s t  n ig h t we** were in  G u e rn e v ille  th e r e  was a p o t- lu c k  supper in  th e  
s o c ia l  h a l l  w ith  about 100 people p r e s e n t .  Much to  our s u r p r is e  we w ere p re se n te d  
w ith  a n ic e  G, E. r a d io  w ith  g a d g e ts  so we can go to  bed w ith  a program  p la y in g  
w hich w i l l  be sh u t o f f  a u to m a tic a l ly  a t  th e  tim e fo r w hich  we s e t  th e  d i a l .  We can 
a ls o  s e t  the  a la rm  to  wake us w ith  a f a v o r i t e  news b ro a d c a s t or o th e r  program . As



- 2 -

a m a tte r  o f f a c t ,  we d o n 't  use th o s e  g ad g e ts  much but we do e n jo y  th e  r a d io  and 
a re  m ost g r a t e f u l  to  our G u e rn e v ille  f r ie n d s  fo r  i t .  I  c lo se d  my l a s t  sermon w ith  
th e  words " A f f e c t io n a te ly  y o u rs"  and we came away le a v in g  p a r t  o f our h e a r t s  s t i l l  
t h o r e .  We have eta* d i a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  to  r e t u r n  and hope th a t  we may be a b le  to  do so  
n ex t summer.

THE CALL TO SAN MATEO.

This was a com plete s u r p r i s e ,  and such  a happy one. We have known abou t th e  
ch u rch  f o r  some tim e as E l iz a b e th  and John jo in e d  i t  s e v e ra l  months ago and t h e i r  
two sons a t te n d  Church School th e r e .  The church  m embership has q u ad rup led  in  th e  
l a s t  f iv e  ye a r s  and now s ta n d s  a t  about 1300. The Church School has n o a r ly  700 
s tu d o n ts  w ith  more th a n  70 on th e  s t a f f .  There a re  f iv e  c h o ir s  and abou t 175 
young peop le  a re  a c t iv e  i n  th e  Youth Frogram .

I  am g iv in g  h a l f  tim e to  th e  ch u rch  as P a r is h  V i s i t o r ,  ta k in g  p a r t  in  th e  
Sunday m orning s e r v ic e s  and co n d u c tin g  a t r a i n i n g  c l a s s  f o r  th o se  who w ant to  jo in  
th e  chu rch  and o th e rs  who may ca re  to  a t te n d .  I c a l l  i t  "What Every Church Member 
Should Know" and use fo u r s u b je c t s :  "Church H is to ry , T eachings o f  J e s u s ,  C h r is t ia n  
B e l ie f s  and What T his Church Is  D oing ." When I  have f in i s h e d  w ith  one group I 
p la  n to  r e p e a t  i t  to  a n o th e r  g ro u p . The church  budget i s  n e a r ly  $57,000 fo r  1954 
and th e  l a s t  I knew i t  had boon o v e rsu b sc r ib e d  $ 3 ,5 0 0 . N oarly  n in e ty  men wont 
c a l l i n g  December 6 th  a t  homes where c a rd s  had no t been s ig n e d  and s e n t in ,  I  have 
been  asked  to  p reac h  a t  b o th  s e rv ic e s  Sunday m orning. Decomber 27, w ith  Mr.
G a sk e ll ,  th e  p a s to r ,  p r e s e n t .  What a c h a lle n g e !

A nother jo b  th a t  has boon g ivon  to  me i s  t h a t  o f f in d in g  out i f  th e  e ld e r ly  
men would l ik e  to  g e t o rg a n iz e d . Thore i s  a S en io r C irc le  "for women who a re  seven­
t y  or o v e r, and a M en's Club fo r  men w ith o u t any age l i m i t ,  bu t t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
fo r  Men o f  M a tu r i ty .  We a re  p la n n in g  a luncheon  f o r  December 18 when we w i l l  pu t 
our id e a s  to g e th e r  and see i f  th o se  p re s e n t  would l i k e  t o  havej^jroup by th e m se lv e s . 
Many churches have groups fo r  men and women to g e th e r  bu t I h a v e n 't  heard  o f  any 
fo r  th e  men a lo n e .  We seem to  bo in  u n ex p lo red  t e r r i t o r y .

AN UNUSUAL CALL.

I am e n jo y in g  my ch u rch  c a l l i n g  and one day I w ent to  a home w hich had no 
c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  ch u rch  e x ce p t t h a t  th e  w ife  had s igned  one o f th e  V is i to r s  
C ords. When I  m entioned t h a t  I  had been in  China she to l d  me t h a t  she was born 
t h e r e .  She i s  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Dr. Peck who was one of th e  e a r l y  A m erican Board 
m ed ica l m is s io n a r ie s  and I have known h is  name ev e r s in c e  I w ent t o  C hina. I  met 
h is  w ife  th e r e  and h i s  son , W il l i s  Pock, was in  th e  d ip lo m a tic  s e rv io o  th e r e  f o r  
many y e a r s .  He d ie d  o f can ce r a yoar o r so a g o  j u s t  a few m ile s  from  San M ateo. 
Mary and I were in v i te d  th o re  fo r  t e a  r e c e n t ly  and met a woman whom we knew in  
China y e a rs  ago . Her husband was a ls o  in  th e  d ip lo m a tic  s e rv ic e  and i s  l i v in g  in  
th e  tow n whore W i l l i s  Peck d ie d .  She went to  sc h o o l w ith  E l iz a b e th ’ s m o th e r - in -  
law who -was h e re  from  Oklahoma r e c e n t ly  and had no id e a  where t h i s  o ld  schoolm ate 
was l i v in g .

I c cu ld  go on and on r e l a t i n g  th e  g lo r io s  o f t h i s  now c a l l  bu t tim e i s  s h o r t  
and th e r e  i s  much to  be done. We do hope t h a t  you a l l  have Happy C a lls  from  Old

A f f e c t io n a te ly  y o u rs .
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I  used  to  w r i te  abou t th e  c h i ld r e n ,  bu t now l i k e  a l l  g randm others , I  b o a s t 
about th e  g ra n d c h i ld re n .  A ll e ig h t  o f them  v i s i t e d  us l a s t  summer, and en joyed  
p ic n ic s  among th e  redw oods, b u t L a fa y e tte  m easles p rev en ted  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  
R obinson R eunion,

The e l d o s t ,  K a th erin e  R obinson , i s  in  f i r s t  g rad o , and I was t h r i l l e d  on 
T hanksg iv ing  Day when she showed me a p i l e  o f  f l a s h  c a rd s ,o n  each  a w ord, w hich 
she a rra n g e d  in  s e n te n c e s .  What an  in t e r e s t i n g  way to  le a r n  t o  ro a d . She used 
her s k i l l  in  draw ing in  making a workbook fo r  re a d in g  and num bers. Her g r e a te s t  
jo y  i s  le s s o n s  in  h o rseb ack  r i d i n g ,  J e n n if e r  Mary has s t a r t e d  to  k in d e rg a r te n , 
hav ing  t o  go by bus t o  an a f te rn o o n  s e s s io n .  She b r in g s  home songs and s t o r i e s ,  
and d e l ig h te d  us T hanksg iv ing  by say in g  g ra c e , one she had le a rn e d  a t  k in d e rg a r te n . 
Tommy aged th r e e  i s  grow ing l i k e  a w eed, and as  I cou ld  h a rd ly  l i f t  him , I  s u g g e s t­
ed ho ask  h is  grandpa to  th ro w  him h ig h  in  th e  a i r ,  I  n o tic e d  th a t  Grandpa soon 
found a l e s s  s tre n u o u s  way to  amuse a l i t t l e  boy. He has r a th e r  a hard  tim e to  
keep up w ith  h i s  s i s t e r s  and t h e i r  f r i e n d s ,  and som etim es comes ru n n in g  to  th e  
house c ry in g , " I  h u r t  my f e e l in g s ! "  V.'e f in d  L a fa y e tte  and W alnut Creek n e a re r  to  
us h ere  th a n  i t  was in  G u e rn e v il lo ,

I t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a jo y  to  l i v e  j u s t  a few b lo ck s  from  the R a t c l i f f e s ,  and to  
see th e  c h i ld r e n  a t  l e a s t  once a day , S tephen  w alks to  k in d e rg a r te n  a t  w hich he 
f e e l s  q u ito  grown up and s u p e r io r .  Cowboy s u i t s  a re  s t i l l  p o p u la r , bu t I fa n c y  
th e y  may soon be su p p la n te d  by Space ivlen r e g a l i a .  Grandma th in k s  t h a t  S tephen is  
an u n u s u a lly  i n t e l l i g e n t  boy, and l i k e s  to  re a d  to  him , b u t was my ego d e f la te d  
when I heard  him t e l l  h is  m other th a t  he w anted her t o  ro ad  to  him, fo r  he d id n ’t  
l i k e  an  o ld  v o ic e .  Sometimes he w i l l  a c c e p t me, and Bruce lo v e s  h is  own s t o r i e s .  
L i t t l e  F a t ty  has n o t re a c h e d  th e  s to r y  s ta g e ,  but she has le a rn e d  to  change re c o rd s  
on th e  re c o rd  p la y e r  and d e l ig h t s  in  th e  C hristm as c a r o l s .  She lo v e s  b o th  g ran d ­
p a r e n ts ,  and fa v o rs  us a l ik e  v /ith  th e  name. Baba. Bruce c a l l s  b o th  of us G randpa, 
as  does Tommy. Bruce f r e q u e n t ly  answ ers th e  te le p h o n e  when I c a l l ,  and he always 
has th e  some r e p ly ,  " I ' m  f i n e " .  And so he i s .

As we have not seen  C aro l and Lynn s in c e  summer, I  c a n ’t  r e p o r t  on th e i r  
c le v e r  s a y in g s . T heir p a re n ts  w r i te  th a  t  C aro l l i k e s  k in d e rg a r te n ,  and th a t  
Lynn d o esn ’t  f e e l  to o  b ad ly  to  have Mummie's u n d iv id ed  a t t e n t i o n  a t  home. I f  
Daddy i s  r e le a s e d  from  th e  ra v y  in  F eb ru a ry , as  he hopes t o  b o , we t r u s t  t h a t  th e y  
w i l l  t r a v e l  from  Camp P e n d le to n  to  Now J e r s e y  v ia  L a fa y e tte  and San M ateo, and th a t  
we s h a l l  c a tc h  up w ith  them  th e n .

From a l l  our homes to  a l l  your homes we send C hristm as G re e tin g s  and say  
a g a in , w ith  T iny Tim, "God B less Us Every One".


