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O PERA TIO N  SU RG ERY .

As I r e c a l l  the  ev en ts  in th is  f a m ily  d u r in g  the p a s t  y e a r  the m e m o r y  that pops out f i r s t  is  tha t  of -the week in J a n u -  
| a r y  when M ary  w as  in M ills  H o sp i ta l  w h e re  she  le f t  t h r e e  fo u r th s  of h e r  tu m m y .  O u r  s o n - in - l a w ,  John  R a tc l i f fe ,  w as 

the s u rg e o n  and he did an e x c e l le n t  jo b .  She h as  been  qu ite  a new p e r s o n  s in ce  then and e a ts  ju s t  about anyth ing  she  
I w a n ts ,  though in s m a l l e r  p o r t io n s  than f o r m e r l y .  M id -m e a l  sn a c k s  s e e m  to so lve  tha t p r o b le m .

H a r o ld 's  w ife ,  J u l i e ,  a l s o  had an o p e ra t io n  a  few m o n th s  ago and we w e re  g lad tha t  M ary  w as a b le  to go and s ta y  
with the c h i ld r e n .  Ju l ie  w as  a l s o  ben ef i ted  by  h e r  s u r g e r y .  J a m e s ' s  w ife , Hope, followed s u i t  and went to a  h o sp i ta l  
soon a f t e r  they  r e tu r n e d  to S u m m it ,  N .  J .  l a s t  s p r in g .  The r e p o r t s  tha t we g e t  of h e r  a c t iv i t ie s  in d ica te  tha t she  p r o ­
fited by the o p e ra t io n .  T hey  a r e  bu ild ing  a new h o u se  and a t  the  s a m e  t im e  J a m e s  is  reb u i ld in g  h is  m e d ic a l  p r a c t i c e .
A r e c e n t  l e t t e r  told of th e i r  a c t iv i t i e s  in a new c h u rc h  a t  S ho r t  H ills  which they  a r e  he lp ing  to ge t  bu il t  - a $ 4 0 0 ,000  
e d i f i c e .

The l a t e s t  m e m b e r  of the fa m ily  to jo in  th is  in n e r  c i r c l e  is  son  H a ro ld .  He had two d is c s  which c a u se d  him 
m uch  pain  and t ro u b le  and f in a l ly  b ro u g h t  h im  to the t a b le .  The o p e ra t io n  was v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  but r e c o v e r y  has  been  
r a t h e r  uneven , with so m e  annoying s e t - b a c k s ,  if th a t  is  the p r o p e r  w ord  fo r  a  d isc  o p e ra t io n  a f t e r m a th .  I te l l  him 
tha t  he is  now in the s a m e  s i tu a t io n  th a t  we p r e a c h e r s  occupy  c o n s ta n t ly .  We a ll  find i t  e a s i e r  to te l l  o th e r s  what to 
do than to p r a c t i c e  what we p r e a c h .  To keep  q u ie t  and le t  n a tu re  do h e r  w ork  of r e c o n s t r u c t io n  is  not a s  e a s y  a s  it  
sounds  when the d o c to r  te l l s  h is  p a t ie n t  to do i t .  The only o th e r  m e m b e r  of the fa m ily  to be l i s te d  in th is  c a te g o ry  
is  H a ro ld 's  so n .  T o m m y , and he is  only an  a s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r .  He b ro k e  his a rm  and had to w e a r  a c a s t  fo r  so m e  
w eeks  but fo r tu n a te ly  he d id n 't  have  to keep  q u ie t  and n a tu r e  did a  qu ick  and thorough job fo r  h im .

OPERA TIO N  CHICKEN PO X .

The s ix  C a l i fo rn ia  g r a n d c h i ld re n  have a l l  p a s s e d  th rough  th is  i r r i t a t i n g  s ta te  of d eve lopm en t d u r in g  the y e a r .
T h e r e  w as the u su a l  d i s c o m fo r t  and s c r a tc h in g  but th e i r  m o th e r s  d o n 't  have  to go th rough  tha t  e x p e r ie n c e  aga in  until 
they add to th e i r  b ro o d .  H a ro ld 's  t h r e e  had m u m p s  a t  the s a m e  t im e  they  had ch icken  pox and T o m m y  sa id  he had 
s e v e r a l  " C h ic k m u m p s "  on h is  b a c k .  L ooks l ike  he m a y  be  a w ord -co ine>£som e day .

OPERATION VACATION.

While D r .  G ask e l l  (he r e c e iv e d  an  h o n o ra ry  D .D .  f ro m  P . S . R .  l a s t  May) a t tended  the G e n e ra l  C ouncil  a t  New 
Haven and took h is  Ju ly  v aca t io n  in New E ngland  I w as  le f t  in c h a rg e  of c h u rc h  a c t iv i t ie s  and en joyed  doing som e  
p re a c h in g  and s to r i e s  to c h i ld r e n .  We had so m e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  and d u r in g  o u r  v aca t io n  in the f i r s t  ha lf  of August I 
spoke  once  in the new c h u rc h  a t  B e lm o n t  and  tw ice in the C o n g re g a t io n a l  c h u rc h  a t  San C a r lo s  when the p a s to r  was 
re c o v e r in g  f ro m  p n eu m o n ia .

M a ry  and I sp en t  th r e e  days in San F r a n c i s c o  enjoying  such  e x p e r ie n c e s  q s  a t r ip  on a s ig h t - s e e in g  b u s ,  v i s i t ­
ing the m u s e u m s  and P la n e ta r iu m  in Golden G ate  P a r k ,  s e e in g  C in e ra m a  and the m ovie  The C a ine  M utiny. We a lso  
enjoyed  an  a f te rn o o n  and evening  with a  D a r tm o u th  c l a s s m a t e ,  D ick C a r p e n t e r ,  and h is  wife who have  re c e n t ly  com e 
to l ive  in  C a l i fo rn ia .

We had a few days  in G u e rn e v i l le  ren ew in g  f r ie n d s h ip s  and the Todds of Pa lo  A lto , who w e re  th e re  with u s ,  
took us to C a z a d e r o ,  the C o n g re g a t io n a l  S u m m e r  C a m p ,  w h e re  t h e i r  d a u g h te r ,  D o r i s ,  w as m e d ic a l  o f f ic e r s  fo r  one 
of the g ro u p s  of c a m p e r s .  On o u r  w ay hom e f ro m  G u e rn e v i l le  we v is i te d  the M o r r i l l s  in Sonom a w h e re  E r n e s t  is 
p a s to r  of the C o n g re g a t io n a l  C h u rc h .  He and I w e re  in D a r tm o u th  to g e th e r  and the M o r r i l l s  sp en t  so m e  t im e  in 
India u n d e r  the A m e r ic a n  B o a rd .  To have two D a r tm o u th  e x - m i s s i o n a r i e s  in C a l i fo rn ia  c h u rc h e s  only e igh ty  m i le s  
a p a r t  is  an  even t  w orth  of n o te .  The M o r r i l l s  and the C a r p e n te r s  h e a rd  and heeded the C a l i fo rn ia  C a l l .  W ho's  
n e x t?

O PERA TIO N  S P L IT  CHURCH.

D uring  the s u m m e r  the San M ateo  C o n g re g a t io n a l  C h u rc h  w as  sp l i t  w ide open , and by wide open we m ean  tw en ty - 
e igh t  f e e t .  The c h a n c e l  was m oved  back  tha t  d is ta n c e  and  new pews added  to s e a t  150 m o r e  people  so  we can  now 
s e a t  abou t 550. With two s e r v i c e s  on Sunday m o rn in g s  tha t  tak es  c a r e  of  1100 but one Sunday r e c e n t ly  c h a i r s  had to 
be u sed  in the n a r th e x  and b a lc o n y .  We b u i l t  two new o rg a n  lo fts  d u r in g  the s u m m e r  and have o r d e r e d  a new pipe 
o rg a n  which will be  bu i l t  d u r ing  the com ing  m o n th s .  We added  47 new m e m b e r s  N ov. 14 which m a k e s  o v e r  200 
d u r in g  1954 and we will take  in m o r e  D e c e m b e r  12. P e o p le  a r e  a l r e a d y  a sk in g  "W here a r e  you going to put t h e m ? "  
and  the only  a n s w e r  I have  i s ,  "T he  L o rd  only k n o w s . "

OPERA TIO N  E N T E R T A IN M E N T .

The y e a r  has  b ro u g h t  us  m uch  in the w ay of e n t e r t a in m e n t  of which  two m e m o ra b le  ev en ts  w e re  a t  S tanford  
U n iv e r s i ty .  J u s t  b e fo re  C h r i s t m a s  l a s t  y e a r  we w e re  th r i l l e d  by the C a n ta ta ,  Sa in t N ic h o la s ,  a s  r e n d e re d  by S ta n ­
fo rd  s tu d e n ts  and facu l ty ,  the whole a u d ien ce  taking p a r t  in two hym ns of which cop ies  w e re  handed us a s  we went 
in .  A n o th e r  th r i l l in g  even ing  w as when the H a rv a rd -R a d c l i f f  g lee  c lub  did s o m e  w onderfu l s ing ing  in the S tanford  
M e m o r ia l  C hape l  w h e re  the C a n ta ta  w as  sung .

We have a l s o  en joyed so m e  e x c e l le n t  p r o g r a m s  in the a u d i to r iu m  of the San M ateo High School which holds about 
1600 and h as  been  f i l led  e v e r y  t im e  we w e re  t h e r e .  O nce we saw  the d o c u m e n ta ry  film  p ro d u ced  by the In s t i tu te  of 
A s ia  S tu d ie s ,  'G a n d h i ,  a M odern  P r o p h e t . "  If any  of you have  a ch an ce  to s e e  it  be  s u r e  to do s o .  In the s a m e  
a u d i to r iu m  we h e a r d ,  and en joyed ,  M r s .  E le a n o r  R o o se v e l t  who spoke on the U . N .  D u r in g  the ques t ion  p e r io d  it  
p le a s e d  us to h e a r  h e r  s a y  tha t she  does  not a g r e e  with the peop le  in C o n g re s s  who have t r ie d  to get s ig n a tu re s  of /  
those  who " n e v e r "  w ant to have the C h in e se  C o m m u n is t  g o v e rn m e n t  in  the U . N . M r s .  R . sa id  she  le a rn e d  long ago /  
not to s a y  she  " n e v e r "  would do s o m e th in g .  C ond it ions  change  and we should  change o u r  v iew s a c c o rd in g ly ,  she said)
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though I c a n ' t  give h e r  e x a c t  w o r d s .

The m o s t  r e c e n t ,  and f ro m  m y  poin t of v iew , the m o s t  en jo y ab le ,  was R o b e r t  Shaw and h is  C h o ra le ,  which was 
a l s o  in the S . M . H . S .  a u d i to r iu m .  Shaw g re w  up in th is  v ic in i ty  and h is  m o th e r  s t i l l  con d u c ts  c h u rc h  c h o i r s  h e r e ,  
a s  d o es  h is  c o u s in ,  P a t r i c i a  H udson , who d i r e c t s  the C h a n c e l  C h o i r  in  o u r  San M ateo C o n g re g a t io n a l  c h u r c h .  It 
s e e m s  to ru n  in the fa m ily  and th o se  of you who h ave  h e a r d  and se e n  S h aw 's  p ro d u c t io n ,  which I had not b e fo re  he 
c a m e  to San M ateo  a few w eeks  ago ,  w ill  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat I m e a n  when I p la c e  i t  a t  the top of the l i s t  of e n t e r t a i n ­
m en t  tha t I have  had  in 1954. His w as  the f i r s t  of the  s e r i e s  of C o m m u n ity  C o n c e r t s  fo r  which we have t ic k e ts  th is  
w in te r .  I doubt if any  w il l  s u r p a s s  R o b e r t  S h a w 's ,  f ro m  m y  poin t of v iew .

OPERA TIO N  FRIEN D SH IP.

The m o s t  s a t i s fy in g  o p e ra t io n  of the y e a r  h a s  b een  tha t  of deepen ing  old f r ie n d sh ip s  and m ak ing  new o n e s .  We 
can  only  m e n tio n  a few i l lu s t r a t io n s :  The John  N e lso n s  w ith  whom we taught in Honolulu fo r ty -o d d  y e a r s  ago .now 
live  in S a ra to g a ,  t h i r ty  m i le s  f ro m  h e r e .  One m e m o r a b le  v i s i t  to th e i r  hom e was when D r .  Jo sep h  R ock , whom 
we knew in H onolulu , and who v is i te d  us in C hina  s o m e  tw enty  y e a r s  ag o ,  s h a r e d  with us h is  w onderfu l  photos and 
s l id e s  taken  in w e s t  C hina  and T ib e t  w h e re  he h as  lived tw e n ty -se v e n  y e a r s  and h as  b e c o m e  an a u th o r i ty  on that 
p a r t  of the w o r ld .  If you w ant to know m o r e  about h im  look up h is  a r t i c l e s  in the  N a tiona l  G eograph ic  y e a r s  ago 
and a l s o  h is  r e c o r d  a s  a w r i t e r ,  e x p lo r e r  and b o ta n is t  in W ho 's  Who. He w as  on h is  w ay to R om e and S w itze r land  
when we saw  h im  a t  the N e l s o n s .

A n o th e r  de ligh tfu l  v i s i t  to the  N e lso n s  w as when W a l te r  and M ay E e l l s  w e re  t h e r e .  M ay w as a c l a s s m a te  of 
M a r y 's  a t  W hitm an  and taught in Honolulu w h e re  I knew h e r .  W a l te r  w as a y e a r  ahead  of M ay and M ary  a t  W hitm an 
and taught t h e r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e fo re  he w ent to S tanford  w h e re  he got h is  P h .D .  and then taught fo r  ten y e a r s .  A 
few y e a r s  ago he w as appo in ted  a s  a d v i s o r  in h ig h e r  ed u ca tion  to the occupa tion  f o rc e s  in J a p a n  and he showed us 
s o m e  w onderfu l  s l id e s  w hich  he took w hile  he and M ay l ived  th e r e .  F r o m  Ja p a n  they  w ent to so m e  th i r ty  o th e r  
c o u n t r i e s  in A s ia ,  A f r ic a  and E u ro p e  w h e re  W a l te r  g a th e re d  m a t e r i a l  fo r  h is  book on "C om m unism  in E duca tion  ini 
A s ia ,  A f r ic a  and the F a r  E a s t . "  A few days a f t e r  we saw  the E e l l s  a t  S a ra to g a  T im e  m a g a z in e  had W a l t e r 's  p ic tu re  
and a v e r y  fa v o ra b le  rev iew  of h is  new b o o k .

B e s id e s  s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  to the Todds in P a lo  A lto ,  w h e re  Ju l ia n  showed s o m e  fine s l id e s  he took in E u ro p e  la s t  
s p r in g  when he and L o is  w e re  th e r e ,  we have  s e e n ,  and had in o u r  h o m e .  V a lley  N e lson  P en d le to n ,  A lice  H uggins, 
and L u c ia  L y o n s .  L uc ia  a l s o  h a s  h e a rd  and heeded  the C a l i fo rn ia  C a l l  and is  now liv ing in C la r e m e n t .  We know 
so m e  of you a r e  th inking of tha t p la c e  a s  a fu tu re  hom e and we hope tha t  you will  do a s  L u c ia  did and m ak e  the tr ip  
v ia  San M a teo .

Not a l l  th is  o p e ra t io n  in f r ie n d s h ip  h a s  been  face  tb face  fo r  we have g r e a t ly  enjoyed  the m an y  l e t t e r s  f ro m  n e a r  
and f a r  and if you h a v e n ' t  had an e a r l i e r  r e p ly  m a y  th is  he lp  to a s s u r e  you tha t  we did en joy  h e a r in g  f ro m  you and 
hope you will con tinue  to w r i t e .

One l e t t e r  tha t  c a m e  in S e p te m b e r  w as w r i t te n  by a C h in e se  f r ie n d  in  the c i ty  w h e re  we l ived  fo u r  y e a r s  ago .
He w ro te  tha t  he and h is  f a m ily  of s ix  c h i ld r e n  a r e  w ell  and h is  b u s in e s s  is  such  a s  to m a k e  i t  p o s s ib le  to su p p o r t  
the fa m ily .  T he  two C o n g re g a t io n a l  c h u rc h e s  in h is  c i ty  c a r r y  on th e i r  Sunday s e r v i c e s ,  Sunday s c h o o ls ,  p r a y e r  
m e e t in g s  and B ib le  c l a s s e s .  He w ro te  tha t they  need  s p i r i t u a l  food and a sk e d  that I send  him  so m e  m a g a z in e s .
His l e t t e r  c a m e  th rough  a m u tu a l  f r ien d  in Hong Kong and I have  w r i t te n  and sen t  m a g a z in e s  th rough  the s a m e  f r i e n d .

God has  indeed b een  good to u s .  M ay he be  v e r y  r e a l  to you d u r in g  the H oliday Season  and the com ing  New 
Y e a r .

H aro ld  R obinson

P O S T S C R IP T , M . S . R .

O PERATIONS GRANDMA

I can  now r e a l ly  qua l i fy  a s  a  baby  s i t t e r ,  fo r  not only  did I s ta y  with the R obinson c h i ld r e n  w hile  th e i r  m o th e r  
w as in the h o s p i ta l ,  I took o v e r  p a r t  of the t im e  when H aro ld  w as a pa t ien t  so  that Ju l ie  could  spend m o r e  t im e  with 
h i m .  I a l s o  m an ag ed  the R a tc l i f fe  househo ld  a few days to g ive  John  and E l iz a b e th  a  l i t t le  v a c a t io n .  I t ' s  g r e a t  
fun be ing  a g r a n d m a ! B e fo re  Hope and J a m e s  le f t  C a l i fo rn ia  fo r  New J e r s e y ,  we m an ag ed  to have a f a m ily  p a r ty  
with a l l  e igh t  g r a n d c h i ld re n  a t  the R obinson  ho m e  in L a fa y e t te .

P e r h a p s  s o m e  of o u r  r e a d e r s  have  no ted  o u r  new a d d r e s s .  - 218 C a ta lp a  A ve . - We a r e  now happ ily  loca ted  in 
a s m a l l  duplex on a q u ie t  s h o r t  s t r e e t  nex t  to the C o n g re g a t io n a l  C h u rc h ,  and not too f a r  f ro m  the R a tc l i f f e 's  new 
h o m e .  I t ' s  m o s t  c o n v en ien t ,  and we sa v e  a  lo t of t im e  in not hav ing  long d r i v e s .  I am  en joying the c h u rc h  school 
c l a s s  of high schoo l s tu d en ts  which Rob and I have  u n d e r ta k e n  to le a d ,  and I find the w o m e n 's  g ro u p s  full of in te r e s t  
and  r i c h  in f r i e n d s h ip .  We even  find t im e  fo r  an  o c c a s io n a l  g a m e  of b r id g e  with s o m e  c h u rc h  f r i e n d s .

I h ave  one new a c t iv i ty ,  fo r  following the ex am p le  of m y  d a u g h te r  I have  jo ined  the L eague  of W om en V o te rs  
and  have  a t te n d e d  unit and w o rk sh o p  m e e t in g s  in  an  e f fo r t  to b eco m e  a  m o r e  in te l l ig en t  c i t i z e n  and v o te r .

A m e m o r a b le  ev en t  of the y e a r  w as  m y  f i r s t  W hitm an A lum ni R eunion , when I m e t  old f r i e n d s ,  and fe lt  a 
w a rm  glow when P r e s id e n t  M axey whom I had known a s  a  f r e s h m a n  when I was a s e n io r  g r e e te d  m e  by m y f i r s t  
n a m e .  It is  fine to live  n e a r  m y  co l le g e  r o o m m a te  a t  P a lo  A lto ,  too.

I c lo s e  with m y  usu a l  C h r i s tm a s  g re e t in g  to o u r  f r ie n d s  a ro u n d  the w o r ld .  "God B le s s  Us E v e ry  One-r-^— rT


