


THE CALIFORNIA CALL
H ealth and Happiness E d ition  

430 E llsw orth  Court — San Mateo, C a lifo rn ia

December, 1956

After he had read our l a s t  C h r is tm as  le t te r ,  writ ten two years  ago, a friend sa id  
to me, "Why d o n ’t you write the next le t te r ,  and let Mr. Robinson do the  p o s t s c r ip t? "  
I am a cc ep t in g  the  challenge!

THE YEAR OF THE CUCKOO: T he  C h in ese  d e s ig n a te  y e a rs  a s  the  y e a r  of 
the  T ig e r  or Dragon, or some other symbolic  anim al.  I’ll  c a l l  th is  the Year of the 
Cuckoo. T h e  re a so n  is  th is :  Many y e a rs  ago, in Mills School in Honolulu, we had 
a J a p a n e s e  s tu d en t ,  Iwao Ayusaw a, who af te r  g raduation  a t tended  c o l l e g e s  in the 
U.S. until  he re ce iv e d  a Ph .D .  from Columbia U n ivers i ty .  T h en  he went to G eneva  
a s  J a p a n ’s re p re se n ta t iv e  on the  In te rna t iona l  Labor B u r e a u  of the  L eague  of 
N a t ions .  When a d e le g a t io n  of the  Labor Bureau cam e to C hina ,  he brought us a 
wonderful C uckoo  Clock which d e l igh ted  our ch ild ren  and our C h in ese  f r iends who 
stood at a t ten t io n  to hear the fr iendly,  "Cuckoo ,  C u ck o o ."  Unfortunate ly  during the 
war y e a r s  it  w as  lo s t ,  and when we re turned to C hina  in 1947, there  w as  no friendly 
C uckoo  to  welcom e us .  In September,  1955, Dr. Ayusawa and h is  w ife ,  enroute 
from Ja p a n  to Columbia  U nivers i ty ,  where he was to te a c h  for a year,  spen t  a short  
t ime in our home, and a few w eeks  ago we rece iv ed  a Cuckoo Clock from Geneva ,  
where the  A y u saw as  had v is i ted  the ir  son before re turning to Ja p a n .  Now, from h is  
perch  on our wall Cuckoo c a l l s  " F r ie n d sh ip ,  F r ie n d sh ip ."  Come, and l is ten  to h is  
ca l l .

FRIENDS, FAMILY, HOME, HEALTH, WORK, -  Whai more can  we ask  for
H a p p in ess?  It h a s  been a joy to welcome fr iends from near  and far to our l i t t le  home, 
a p ic tu re  of which g ree ted  you la s t  C h r is tm as .  R o b ’s cousin  and h i s  w ife  came 
from M a ss a c h u se t t s ,  and showed us a ll  the  s ig h ts  of Yosem ite  in one day (7 a.m. 
to 2 a .m .);  a co u s in  of mine and h is  wife whom we had not se e n  s in c e  we were on 
our way to C hina  in 1916; China fr iends with whom we had shared  so  many joys 
and a d v en tu re s ;  my brother and s i s te r - in - law  from the  Southland, with the ir  daughter  
and two ch ild ren  from Mexico (our Mexican c o u s in s ) ;  co l le g e  f r iends  from Dartmouth 
and Whitman, what a p lea su re  to se e  them a l l .  T hen  the  host  of new fr iends we 
have found in Sunny C a li fo rn ia ,  who have c ro s se d  our th resho ld ,  to enr ich  our l iv e s .

Fam ily?  Seven g randchild ren ,  with their  p a ren ts  have he lped us to c e leb ra te  
ho l id ay s  and b ir thdays ,  keeping us young and happy. From New Je r s e y  we rece ive  
le t te r s  written  by the  two young g randdaugh ters ,  and are th r i l led  by Long D is tan ce  
C a l l s  from their  p a ren ts .  But I must not ge t  s ta r ted  on Grandchild ren ,  for I am an 
e n th u s ia s t i c  member of the  S.O.G. C lub  and d an g le  a Grandmother b race le t  a s  sign 
of qua lif ied  m embership.



Work? Enough to keep  us busy and not make us too weary. We are not teach ing  
in the  Church School  t h i s  year,  but we t rea su re  the  f r iendsh ip  of the high school 
boys and g i r ls  whom we have known for two y e a rs .  Committee  m ee t ings ,  t a lk s  to 
church groups,  making c a l l s ,  the  Council  for C iv ic  Unity, and (for me) th e  L eague  
of Women V ote rs ,  and an o c c a s io n a l  game of bridge, a l l  t h e s e  a c t iv i t i e s  g ive  varie ty  
and in te res t  t o  our l iv e s ,  and make up our H a p p in es s .

Health?  Our f r iends  te l l  us tha t  we are growing younger! One friend remarked 
that  my hair cut  took off thir ty  y e a rs  for me. What c an  I chop off next?

For a l l  of you who read th e s e  l in e s ,  I w ish  a full m easu re  of Health  and Happi
n e s s ,  and c lo s e  with my usua l  C h r is tm as  g ree t ing  —

"C od M e s s  V s, E very  O n e ,"

POSTSCRIPT.

Among th e  C hina  f r iends  who have v i s i te d  us in our l i t t le  home th is  p a s t  year 
I want to  mention th ree :  Elmer G a l t ,  on h is  way home from three  y e a rs  of se rv ice  
in Hong Kong; Dr. Adaline  Sa t te r th w ai te ,  a f te r  four y e a r s  under the  Board of Home 
M iss ions  in P u e r to  R ico;  and Margaret Hathaway, on furlough from South Africa 
where she  works with  th e  YWCA. They  i l lu s t ra te  how widely our China  Fam ily  is  
sc a t t e r e d .  We hope th a t  more of you will look us up a s  you journey from the ends  
of the  world to  the  USA. We l ive  only ten  m iles  from the  San F r a n c i s c o  Airport so 
let  u s  know when you are arriv ing  and we wil l  try to meet you, and if you can come, 
t ak e  you to 430 E llsw or th  Court.

We d id n ’t ta k e  a long t r ip  during our v aca t io n  l a s t  August but did have  s ix  busy 
| and de l igh tfu l  d a y s  in Asilomar a t tend ing  the  Miss ionary  E duca tion  C onference,  
1 where we met th ree  more China  f r iends :  L u c ia  L yons  and the Roderick  Sco t ts .  One 

of th e  s p e a k e r s ,  Dr. Jam es  Robinson ,  (not from Summit,  N .J .  but N .Y .C .  where he 
is  p a s to r  of a la rge  Negro Church)  was about the  most dynamic and insp ir ing  person 
we have  met in 1956. If you want to know more about  him read h is  autobiography, 
"R o a d  W ithout Turn ing

My own s p e c ia l  new in te re s t  th is  p a s t  year  h a s  been  Senior C i t i z e n s .  As C ha ir
man of th e  C om m iss ion  on the  M i n i s t r y  to  Aging P e r s o n s  of the  N. C alifo rn ia-  
Nevada  C ouncil  of  C hu rch es  I have enjoyed a t tend ing  the monthly m ee t ings  in San 
F ra n c is c o  of th e  E xecu tive  Committee of the  C ounc il ,  and monthly m ee t ings  in the 
sam e c ity  of  the  C om m iss ion  of which  1 am head .  1 have a ls o  a t ten d ed  se v e ra l  Con
fe ren ces  and o ther  m ee t ings  connec ted  with  th is  work and have tr ied  to ge t  churches  
to do more for Golden A gers .  I p reached  a  sermon in our church l a s t  July on "More

(con tinued  on back  p ag e)



T h a n  M e th u se la h " and he lped  to a rrange for and conduct  a P a n e l  D is c u s s io n  on 
“M aking th e  M ost o /  A d d ed  Y e a rs ."  I have v i s i te d  su c h  c e n te r s  a s  L i t t le  House in 
Menlo Pa rk  which h a s  about 1200 members,  Senior C en te r  in San F r a n c i s c o  and 
the  newly o rg an ized  Senior C en te r  in Burlingame, a few b locks  from our home. I 
am p l e a s e d  to find tha t  F e d e ra l  and S ta te  G overnm ents ,  a s  well  a s  loca l  communi
t i e s ,  are doing  so  much to se rve  th is  worthy group of c i t i z e n s .  While there  are some 
n o tab le  e x c e p t io n s ,  it s e e m s  to me th a t  the  c h u rch e s  in g enera l  a re  lagging behind 
governm ents  and com m unities  in t h is  important work. I am encouraged  by what is 
be ing  acco m p l ish e d  suff ic ien tly  to have agreed to se rve  again  in 1957 a s  chairman 
of the  C om m iss ion  on which I have  worked th is  p a s t  year  and ii  any of you have 
any s u c c e s s f u l  p ro je c ts  to report  I sh a l l  be g lad  to  learn  of them.l

I s e e  th a t  t h i s  P .S .  i s  beg inn ing  to "wag the  d o g ” so  l e t ’s cu t  it r ight here.  
Down with th e  atfe!

May the  y e a r  1957 bring a s  much Abundant L ife  to  you a s  1956 h as  brought to

Harold Robinson
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