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WHENCE THE TITLE? -  Last spring 1 served on a comm ittee which set up a con ­
feren ce on Aging which was held in August at the San F ran c is c o  State C o lle g e ,  sp on sored  
by that C o lle g e  and by the Ca lifo rn ia  State Departments o f  Mental Health, Education, 
and S o c ia l Welfare. One o f the speakers, Mr. G lenn H. Johnson of the V eterans Adminis­
tration R eg ion a l O ffice , San F ran c isco , c o m b i n e d  G er ia tr ics (the s c ie n c e  o f o ld  age 
d i s e a s e s  and their treatment) and optim ism  w h i c h  i s  the attitude he tr ie s to  d evelop  
among the e ld erly  p e op le  with whom he works. When 1 read part o f h is report to Mary and 
cam e to the word G erioptim ist, she sa id  "T ha t’s you." I felt h igh ly com plim ented and 
d e c id e d  to u se it a s my theme for th is letter.

A CURE FOR SPUTNIKITIS. -  The fallout from Sputnik seem s to  be fear as we grope 
in the darkness o f e c l ip s e  ca u sed  by the com ing o f th is new sa te llite  betw een us and 
the Son of R igh teou sn ess whose birth we are about to celeb ra te. T he presen t day crape- 
hangers seem  to d e ligh t in te llin g  us that we shou ld try to  keep up with the R u ssian s 
(it u sed  to  b e  the J on eses)  in their mad ra ce into material accom plishm ents. The motive 
which shou ld drive us along that way i s  fear, and perhaps a litt le jea lou sy. Isn't the 
s e a son  o f Advent a g oo d  tim e to r e ca ll the fact the Babe o f Bethlehem  a ls o  lived in an 
age o f  fear and force while he won h is v ictory  with faith, hope and lov e?

A SERMON OF HOPE. — While the sermon in our church the Sunday before Thanks­
g iv in g  was not an attempt to p re sc r ib e  a cure for Sputn ik itis it was a straw blow ine in 
in the d irect ion  o f  a p o s s ib le  remedy. It rev iew ed the way the P ilg r im s dea lt with their 
adversaries. They tried to e s c a p e  their p erse cu to rs in England by f le e in g  to Holland, 
on ly  to find th em se lves a m inority group with d if f icu lt ie s  they didn't have at home. On 
the Mayflower they couldn't agree among th em se lv es but fina lly  produced the Mayflower 
P act, which later helped to serv e as a foundation for the government o f th is land. In New 
England the r igors of winter redu ced their number by half, and the I n d i a n s  th rea ten ed1 
to d is p o s e  o f  the other half. It w as after all th e se  c o n f l ic t s  that they d ec id ed  to  try a 
new p o licy : they invited their enemy for dinner and s ign ed  a treaty o f  p ea ce  which la sted  
for forty years, providing a b a s is  for co-ex isten ce. Here i s  the c lo s in g  paragraph o f the 
sermon which might w ell b e c on s id ered  for a c lo s in g  meditation in 1957:

"It is  not enough to s it  behind the Maginot l i n e  o f  bombers, m iss ile s,  and grow l 
threats at the Status Quo. It is  time, now, for us, a s  it was for the P ilgrim s, to "win 
fr ien d s and in flu ence p e o p le .’ It's time to invite a few  w ild  Indians to dinner; it*s 
time to destroy  the enemy a s  Abraham L in coln  p rop o sed  he be destroyed, by making 
him our friend. When we g iv e  prayers at Thanksg iv ing in our homes, I w ill be a bit 
more com fortab le for having shared in our 'share our su rp lu s’, but th is i s  ju st a b e ­
ginning. I hope that you w ill jo in  with me in praying that America today be a s r e a lis t ic  
a s  our P ilgrim s, and a s d ire ct ly  and con stru ct iv e ly  se ttin g out with G od’s  help to 
d is s o lv e  the enm ity that fa c e s  the w orld today.

Let us pray: O Thou who d id st sen d  thy Son to s it  down at dinner with men whom 
the rest o f  the w orld c ou ld  not love, grant that the tab le He e s ta b lish ed  may grow  
until a l l mankind may be jo in e d  there in g iv in g thanks to Thee. Amen.”

MINISTRY TO AGING PERSONS. -  As I mentioned in our la st year’s letter th is is  
the name of the C om m iss ion  o f which I am chairman in the Northern Californ ia-N evada 
C oun c il o f Churches, and I have grea tly  e n j o y e d  the c on ta c ts that th is a ctiv ity  has 
brought me. A s a member o f Sen ior C it iz en s  o f America I was asked to  request Governor 
Knight to  is su e  a proclam ation d esign a tin g May as Senior C it iz en  month. He promptly 
d id s o  and sent me an im pressiv e document with the go ld en  Sea l o f  Ca liforn ia  and h is 
signature at the bottom. Another in terestin g job  is  that o f serv ing on the P ub lic R e la tion s



Committee o f the Senior C it iz e n s  o f San Mateo County. T h is group m eets in Burlingame 
every Friday and recen tly  held a bazaar in our church where they made $600 for their 
build ing fund. They now have the s e rv ic e s  o f  Mrs. Arnold S cheier who was formerly d ire c ­
tor o f L ittle H ou se in Menlo Park (the nationally known Senior C itizen  Center).

Our C om m iss ion  on Ministry to Aging P e rson s is  now planning a Retreat on Aging to 
be held at the Somona M ission Inn next April. We are inviting the m in isters and lay p eop le  
in terested  in that su b ject and hope to in crea se  the interest in and a c t iv it ie s  for elderly 
p eop le  in the churches. T he San F ran c isco  C oun c il o f  Churches is  doing a sp lend id  job 
along that lin e and we are ask ing the United Church Women to lend us a hand in getting 
more don e in the church es throughout th is part o f the state.

THE DOG THAT IS BEING WAGGED. -  What I have written above is  rea lly the tail 
o f my a c t iv it ie s; the body i s  my half-time job on the sta ff o f  the Congregational Church 
o f San Mateo. During 1957, two members o f the sta ff have left for work in other churches 
and we have an ex ce llen t young man now in charge o f our Christian  Fducation and Youth 
Work. We are a ls o  look in g for a "g ian t" who can  take charge of many adm inistrative ta sk s 
and leav e our pastor more time for sermon preparation, for cou n se lin g  and for c a l ls  in the 
parish.

The Board o f D e a c o n e s s e s  has been in crea sed  from 18 to 36 and they have been  of 
great help to me keep ing in touch with members and new peop le. The d ea con s have been 
re lea sed  from som e of their work as u shers with the formation of an U shers C lub which 
has som e forty or fifty volunteer members. O nce a month 1 have dinner with the deacon s, 
and other volun teers, after which they go  out to c a ll on p eop le  who have shown an interest 
in church membership. I don't have the e x a c t  f igu res yet, but I b e lie v e  that we shall 
again add m o r e  than 200 new members during 1957, as we have don e each o f the four 
years s in c e  1 cam e here.

Thus my seven ty-second  year has been a busy and happy one. I thank God from the 
d ep th s o f my heart that he has led me in such p leasan t pastures and 
o f friendly p eop le. I look forward to 1958 with much hope and 
for d eepen in g the sp iritual life o f the church and I p re ss 
expectancy, as should all members, young and otherw ise, 
o f G erioptim ists.

POSTSCRIPT by M.S.R.
I am still an en thu sia stic 

report new s o f our nine 
in terestin g a c t iv it ie s  of 
proud of all o f  them.

Katie Robinson, 
rider, ca re s  for her own 
orchestra.

Stephen R atc liffe, San 
L eague B a seba ll team; makes 
be ing urged.

sk illed  
iooI symphony

play ing on L ittle 
p ra ct ic e s  on piano without

Carol Robinson, Summit New 
writer.

c la s s  leader in sch oo l, good letter

Jenny R ob in son , Lafayette, l ik e s  sch oo l and book s, budding young sc ien tis t with 
s p e c ia l interest in rep t ile s and astronomy; p ra c t ic e s  du ets with Katie in preparation for 
symphony later.



Bruce Ratcliffe, San Mateo, lik es school, tumbling, tennis and other sports; present 
ambition to be Nthe greatest piano player in the world", may rival Grandpa as story teller.

Lynn Robinson, Summit. New Jersey; Brownie and active in school affairs. It should 
be added that letters and long d istance telephone c a lls  do not g iv e grandparents a chance 
to know their grandchildren’s specia l talents.

Tom Robinson, Lafayette, second grade, devoted to having a good time, but good stu­
dent; with his father belongs to Indian Guides.

Patty Ratcliffe, San Mateo, nursery sch oo l graduate, now happy in kindergarten, where 
she plans soon to learn to read; because of her long braids is  proud to be G old ilock s 
when that story is dramatized.

David Ratcliffe not yet three has not told what he wants to be; h is favorite picture 
book s arc National Geographic Magazines, h is most loved toys, any cars on wheels, so 
it may be assumed that he will be a world traveler.

Apropos o f travel, the Ratcliffe children permitted their parents to have a wonderful 
six weeks* vacation in Europe last spring, which they are now sharing with their friends 
by showing beautiful s lid e s of pictures they took.

What of Grandma? Homemaker and housekeeper, sometimes baby sitter, with outside 
in terests to keep her busy. I pay dues to the League o f Women Voters and attend member­
ship luncheon meetings. Last May I had an interesting day with about twenty other Lea­
guers visiting Sacramento and seeing our state government in action. We were entertained 
at lunch by our state senator and assemblyjnan.

Both Rob and I serve on the Board of the loca l Council o f C iv ic Unity, which works 
for c iv il rights for minority groups, esp ec ia lly  in housing and enployment. We attend the 
monthly m eetings un less there is  a con flict with some important committee meeting or 
church engagement. During the past year I have been a member of the Christian World 
Service Board of our church, which is  stimulating new outreach and interest along that 
line. As Woman’s Gift chairman for our woman’s fellow ship, I have worked with our presi­
dent to promote more interest in that activity, and planned the dedication serv ice when 
g ifts were presented at the November meeting. Church c lubs and c ir c le s  g iv e opportunity 
for fun and friendship, while friends near and far enrich our lives.

Last summer we had happy vacation days with China friends, Adelle and Rowland 
C ross with whom we spent a delightful week in Sequoia National Park. The C rosse s came 
home with us for two days, then we drove them to Claremont, visiting China friends en- 
route. A few days at Pilgrim P lace gave many opportunities to renew friendships with 
m issionary friends who have retired there. From Claremont we went to my brother’s home 
in Fallbrook, where because o f the "unusual" heat, we just unlaxed and rested. Wc had a 
weekend in Long Beach, meeting old friends there, and drove the 443 m iles home in a 
day, weary but happy.

I must_ mention our new car. We sold  the 1954 blue Ford to friends and have replaced 
it with a little coral-red Volkswagen. Now you may se e  and hear us spinning along streets 
and highways. Come ride with us!

A recent highlight was Thanksgiving dinner at the Harold Robinson home in Lafayette, 
where two Ratcliffe grandparents shared the fun with two Robinson grandparents, seven 
grandchildren and their parents.

In anticipation o f the Christmas season, I have been rereading Dickens* Christmas 
Carol, perhaps a lso with the hope o f sharing it with the grandchildren. But somehow I 
doubt if the modern Dizney-led space traveled child would appreciate the guidance of 
Marley’s ghost. However as a Christmas greeting to all o f you I wish to quote a few lines 
from the last paragraph of the story, concerning Scrooge after h is travels with the ghost. 
”// was always sa id  o f him that he know how to keeb Christmas well, if any man alive 
p o s s e s s e d  that knowledge. May that be truly sa id  o f  a ll o f  us. And, as Tiny Tim observed.

God B le s s  Us Every One!
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