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T il l :  CALIFORNIA C A L L  
Wonderful Number 

December» 1959 
430 L llsw orth  Court ,  San Mateo, C a lifo rn ia

Wonderful H osp ita l
In sp i te  of the fact  tha t  1 spen t  12 d a y s  of the first  month of the year  in a h o s

p i ta l ,  with an u lce r ,  the  word which s e e m s  to s tand out most c o n sp icu o u s ly  in memory a s  I look 
back over  the  year  i s  WONDERFUL. In the h o sp i ta l  that word app lied  to doc to rs ,  n u r se s  and 
f r ien d s .  Now I can  ea t  any th ing  I l ike ,  ex cep t  co ffee ,  so long a s  I keep  it mixed with an ti -ac id  
t a b l e t s .  I s n ’t tha t  wonderful?

Wonderful Summer

T h e  map at the end of t h is  l e t te r  show s our jo u rney ings  during ijur vaca t io n  in 
Ju ly ,  but n e i th e r  it  nor any d e sc r ip t io n  I write can  convey the wonders we beheld .  Here are 
some of the  high sp o ts :  an afternoon and night  with f r iends  in G u e rn ev i l le ,  a beau t i fu l  drive  up 
the P a c i f i c  c o a s t ,  two n ig h ts  at C ra te r  L ake  in Oregon, a drive to Mt. S h a s ta  to the  snow and 
ski l if t ,  a v i s i t  to S h a s ta  Dam, a d r ive  through L a s s e n  Volcan ic  N a t iona l  Park  (where we saw  
bo iling  mud and spou t ing  su lphur  fumes),  a two day r e s t  at m ineral n e a r  L a s s e n ,  a d r ive  through 
s c e n ic  F e a th e r  R iver  Canyon ,  on to C lea r  L ak e  for one night before we ca l led  on Ju l i a  and 
Ja c k  S tone ,  Honolulu  f r iends ,  a t  C a l i s to g a ;  and an afternoon at h is to r ic  Sonoma, a night  at the  
famous Sonoma Miss ion  Inn - and home to ca tch  our breath .  Then we headed  sou th ,  had a night 
with Honolulu f r iends ,  the N e l so n s ,  at Sa ra toga ,  drove on to Carmel to ca l l  on John R a tc l i f f e ’s 
p a r e n t s  in th e i r  wonderful new home by the  se a r ,  and spent  a night a t  Asilomar.  Then  af te r  much 
w andering  we found our f r iends  the  Whitakers in tjieir  new home facing the P a c i f i c  a t  Aptos.  
We had a de l ig h tfu l  v is i t  with them, re ca l l in g  Honolulu and China m emories ,  and s le p t  in the ir  
t r a i le r ,  equ ipped  with a ll  the  comforts of home. T he  next day we cam e home to c a tc h  another 
breath .

Our l i t t l e  V olksw agon gave  us wonderful se rv ic e  but s in c e  it would not carry 
E l iz a b e th  and her four ch ild ren ,  sh e  took us  and them in her Ford S ta tion  Wagon, named ’Henry’ 
to K ing’s B each  on L ak e  T ah o e  a t  an e lev a t io n  of about 7 ,500 fee t ,  a n d  one of the  most pop
ular  r e s o r t s  in th is  a rea ,  where we had a de l igh tfu l  week, with swimming and s ig h t s e e in g .  We 
drove around the  lak e ,  about 25 m ile s ,  to Squaw Valley  where p re p a ra t io n s  were being made 
for the  Olympic Sports  in F ebruary ,  to F a l le n  L ea f  Lake  and to V irgin ia  C ity ,  Nevada .

T he  Most Wonderful of  Them All

C ra te r  L ak e  i s  sa id  to have been 6 ,000  y e a rs  ago a 12,000 foot vo lcano  which 
spou ted  so  much lav a ,  c in d e rs  and c h e m ica ls  that  the  trem endous  cav i ty  in s id e  the  mountain 
c a u s e d  the  top to fa ll  in ,  leav ing  a c r a te r  about s ix  m iles  in d iam ete r ,  and 4 ,000  fee t  deep  
S ince  the  snow fa l l  i s  about 52 fee t  a year ,  and there  i s  no p la c e  for the  water  to run off, the  
c ra te r  i s  f i l led  to a  dep th  of near ly  2 ,000 feet  of water. T h is  melted snow is  about e ight  t im es



a s  pure  a s  ordinary  drinking w ater ,  and i t s  c l e a r n e s s  g iv e s  the b lu es t  blue  to be found anywhere .  
Within the  la k e  i s  an i s lan d ,  of v o lca n ic  o r ig in ,  r i s in g  to some 700 fee t  above  the  su rface  of 
the  l ak e  and con ta in ing  a sm all  c ra te r  on i t s  top. T h e  e le v a t io n  of the  su r fa ce  of the  lake  i s  
over 6 ,100 fee t  and the  h ig h es t  p o in ts  of the  rim r i s e  near ly  2 ,000 above  tha t .  A s we drove a- 
round the  l ak e  we saw  many snow banks  b e s id e  the  road, and there  was snow  n e ar  the  Lodge 
where we spen t  our f i rs t  n ight.

Wonderful R e trea t

T h e  C o ngrega t iona l  C h u rch es  of Northern C ali fo rn ia  have  a camp s i t e  of some 
700 a c r e s  of  wooded mountain ,  abou t  100 m ile s  north of San Mateo and we were honored to be 
inv ited  by a group of high sch o o l  s tu d e n t s  of our church to go with them to t h is  camp for a week 
end ear ly  in O c tober .  I had four s e r v i c e s ,  includ ing  an outdoor communion s e rv ice  Saturday at 
m idnight,  which proved to  be quite  unique. T he  spo t l igh t  in which I was p lac ed  so  b l inded  me 
th a t  I could  not s e e  the  s tu d e n ts  l e a v e ,  and they  went in such  s i l e n c e  th a t  I did not know they 
had gone ,  and so  we had a s i len t  b en ed ic t io n  - the  f irs t  one I have  ever  g iven.

At one of the  m ee t in g s  I show ed p ic tu re s  of C hina ,  and the  nex t  n igh t  Mary told 
of her l ife  a s  a m iss io n ary  wife, mother and t ea ch e r .  It was a s t re n u o u s  e x p e r ien c e ,  but we 
en joyed  i t ,  and were g lad  to find th a t  we cou ld  t ak e  it.  (Note ,  by Mary. I got a k ick  out of 
h ear ing  th e  ag ing  m in is te r  and h i s  wife c a l l e d  Robbie  and Mary).

Two Wonderful T h a n k s g iv in g s

Our f irs t  c e leb ra t io n  w as  Nov. 2 1 s t  a t  H aro ld’s  new home in Walnut C reek ,  sub 
urban enough to  h ave  a marvelour view , with room for p a s tu re  for k a t i e ’s tow h o r se s ,  and a 
wonderful h i l l  for s l id in g ,  -on cardboard  b o x es .  T hey  were in the p r o c e s s  of moving when the 
old ho u se  in L a fa y e t t e  caugh t  fire and was co m ple te ly  wrecked. However,  no one w as s e r io u s 
ly burned, they  were a d eq u a te ly  in su red ,  and s a lv ag e d  som e d o w n s ta i r s  fu rn ish in g s ,  includ ing  
ch in a  and s i lv e r .  T he  ch ild ren  did not o b jec t  to  hav ing  new c lo th e s  for school!  T he  R a tc l i f fe s  
jo ined us for a  very happy housew arm ing  and T h an k sg iv in g  th e re .  T h e  second  c e leb ra t io n  was 
on T h an k sg iv in g  Day a t  the  R a tc l if fe  home in San Mateo, when the  four R a tc l if fe  ch i ld ren  had 
four g ran d p aren ts ,  a favori te  aun t,  Nancy  R a tc l if fe  Ever i t t  and Uncle  F lo y d  to enjoy holiday 
food and fe s t iv i ty .

Wonderful A n tic ip a tio n

T he  f if t ie th  reunion of my c o l le g e  c l a s s  will  be h e ld  at Dartmouth next June  and 
I hope to be  th e re .  S ince  1 have  never  a t tended  a commencement at Union Seminary, where 1 
g raduated  in 1916, I want to tak e  tha t  in too. Our p lan s  are not very d e f in i te  yet but probably  
we sh a l l  d r ive  one  way so  we hope to s e e  many of you in the  e a s t ,  and some along the  way. In
c id e n ta l ly ,  we are looking forward to se e in g  our ten th  g randch i ld ,  Jan  R obinson ,  who a r r ived  in 
Summit, N. J .  l a s t  spring ,  and we are informed tha t  sh e  i s  a lso  wonderful^-

S ince  th is  i s  a C h r is tm a s  le t te r  we s in c e re ly  hope  that  the  b ir thday of th e  Babe  
of Beth lehem , named Wonderful,  may bring joy and h a p p in e s s  and tha t  1960 may be ,  to all  of  you, 
Wonderful.



We a ls o  had two T h an k sg iv in g  s e r v i c e s ,  in which 1 had a par t ,  the firs t  at the  
M e thodis t  Church in San Mateo on Wednesday e v e n in g ,  the  second in the  Burlingame Methodist  
Church the  next  morning. T h e  f irs t  w as  in te r rac ia l ,  the second  in te r fa i th .

------Harold W. Robinson

P O S T C R IP T ,  by Mary

I began a l l  t h i s  wcnderful wandering  in May, by driv ing to Whitman C o l lege ,  with 
a fr iend w hose  d a u g h te r  w as g raduat ing ,  and my co lleg e  roommate to c e le b ra te  the  C en ten n ia l  
of  th e  founding of the  c o l l e g e ,  and the  f i f t ie th  reunion of my c l a s s  - the  f irs t  one for me. It was 
truly a  'w o n d e r fu l ’ e x p e r ien c e ,  the m eeting  with old f r iends  a t  b re ak fa s t s  and the  C en ten n ia l  
ban q u e t ,  th e  co l le g e  p lay ,  a v i s i t  to the  P e n ro se  Memorial Library with a ll  i t s  t r e a s u r e s ;  in
sp ir ing  B a c c a l a u r e a te  sermon and Commencement ou tdoors .  How the  co l le g e  h a s  grown and 
improved s in c e  I g rad u a ted  fifty y e a r s  ago! 1 was most  happy to be a part  of the  homecoming 
f e s t iv i t i e s .  T h e  d r ive  home, witl  snow capped  m o u n ta in s  in the  d i s t a n c e  was a f i tt ing c limax 
to tha t  bit of  w andering ,  and an in sp ira t io n  to follow the  sam e lovely  h ighw ays on our vaca t ion  
in Ju ly .

I n o te  th a t  the  wandering ed ito r  h a s  not made mention of h i s  pe t  p ro jec t ,  a Sen
ior C e n te r  a t  the  Methodis t  Church, near  our own, where some 50-70 men and women of golden 
y e a r s  and above  m eet  eac h  T u e s d a y  for d i s c u s s i o n s ,  c r a f t s  taught  by charming young women, 
luncheon  and g a m e s ,  a day  of r ich  fe l lo w sh ip  and fun. Already th is  'baby*, l e s s  than a year 
o ld ,  h a s  a lm o s t  out grown i t s  crib .

1

Another p l e a s a n t  rn d  p ro f i tab le  a c t iv i ty  now in the  second  year ,  h a s  been a Sun
day even in g  adu lt  B ible  s tudy  c l a s s ,  with Rob a s  leader ,  and members of the group tak ing  tu rns  
at t e a c h in g .  T e  h ave  lea rned  tc know each  o ther in t im ate ly ,  and have  g a ined  a d e ep  re sp e c t  
and a p p rec ia t io n  of th e  A pos tle  F a u l  and h is  E p is t l e s .

T h i s  y e a r  I h ave  been happy to  se rve  a s  a  re p re se n ta t iv e  of our Women’s F e l 
lo w sh ip  on the  board of the  P e n in s u la  C ounc il  of United Church Women, which i s  in terdenom i
n a t io n a l  and in te r r a c ia l ,  and h a s  an in te rn a t io n a l  ou treach .  Surely C h r is t ia n  women, united for 
s e r v i c e s  can  he lp  to bring about  tha t  P e a c e  on Earth ,  Good W'ill to Men for which a ll  of u s  hope
and prayu O nce  aga in  I a sk  you to join me in T iny  T im ’s  C h r is tm as  wish

•g o d  b l e s s  u s , e v e r y  o n e *
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