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THE CALIFORNIA CALL 
D ecision N um ber 
D ecem ber, 1962 

430 E llsw orth  C ourt, San M ateo, C aliforn ia

BETWEEN GOOD AND BETTER

Jam es R ussell Lowell has sa id , "Once to ev e ry  m an and nation, com es the m om ent 
to decide , In the s t r i f e  of tru th  with falsehood, F o r the good o r  evil s id e ” . We a r e  finding 
that the dec is ion  is not alw ays betw een good and ev il, it m ay be betw een good o r  b e tte r , o r  
betw een two goods. Such is tru e  of the s itua tion  in which we now find o u rse lv e s : Shall we 
spend our Golden Y ears  in delightful P ilg rim  Place, w here som e 275 re t ire d  m iss io n a rie s  
and o th e r re lig io u s  w o rk e rs  live, not in re t ire m e n t but a s  ac tive  m em b ers  in an unusually  
in te re s tin g  com m unity (w here o u r nam es have been on a w aiting l i s t  fo r tw enty y e a rs )  o r  
sh a ll we rem ain  in th is a re a  w here we have so  m any good frien d s and w here we a r e  n e a r  to 
seven of o u r ten g randch ild ren?  To m ake a dec is ion  fo r one of two such w onderful oppo rtun 
it ie s  is  not easy .

A VISIT TO PILGRIM PLACE

It w as w ith th is question  in m ind that we m ade a t r ip  to  C larem ont, C alifo rn ia , 
la s t A ugust. As we had fo rm erly  m ade se v e ra l v is its  to  th is  lovely spot, and knew that 
su m m ers  a r e  so m etim es uncom fortably  hot, we decided to spend two weeks th e re  du ring  
the h o tte s t tim e  of the y e a r . It was hot though we w ere  told that it had been p leasan tly  cool 
until we a rr iv e d !  With a i r  conditioned houses and e le c tr ic  fans, we d id n 't find the heat opp
re s s iv e  if m ost o f the tim e was spent indoors We w ere  fo rtunate  in  having the u se  of the 
hom e of a friend  fo r ten days w hile she w as w ith a  daugh ter in  Santa B arbara . We w ere  able 
to d r e s s  a s  we liked and to  e a t a s  we w ished, e ith e r  a t h e r  home o r  in town. We had many 
m ea ls  with fr ien d s  in th e ir  hom es o r  in the P ilg r im 's  com m on dining room . It w as p leasan t 
to invite fr ien d s out fo r m ea ls  a t C larem ont Inn o r  som e in te re s tin g  p lace  n e a r by.

We cam e away from  C larem ont with a feeling  of deep sa tis fac tio n  but with our 
questions unansw ered . We a r e  convinced tha t th e re  is  no o th e r re t ire m e n t hom e w here  we 
would ra th e r  be than  P ilg rim  Place. Of the people liv ing  th e re , we had known som e forty  in 
C hina, and an o th e r th irty  o r  so  in o th e r p lace s . We should not be am ong s tra n g e rs .

In o rd e r  to be accep ted  a t P ilg rim  Place, one m ust be in reasonab ly  good health , 
and not above the age lim it, and though we have two y e a rs  to go, ou r fr iends cau tion  us, 
"D on't w ait too long". We know tha t we cannot expect good health  to  la s t fo rev e r. We should 
expect to t r a n s fe r  ou r m em b ersh ip s in the A rth r itis  Club.



THE APPEAL OF SAN MATEO IS ALSO GREAT

So fa r  a s  w eather is  concerned , we do n 't expect to  find im provem ent anyw here. 
T h e re  is  enough v a rie ty  to p reven t monotony and the ex tre m e s  o f heat and cold a r e  never 
ex cess iv e  though we did see  snow on the ground one m orn ing  la s t w in te r - -  the f i r s t  tim e  in 
th irty -tw o  y e a rs .

N or a r e  we d is sa tis f ie d  with the people in th is a re a . Many have been m ost gener - 
ou r with th e ir  friendsh ip  and they range from  the very  young to som e who have seen  m ore 
su m m ers  than we. T h e re  is  no rea so n  fo r leaving San M ateo so fa r  a s  fr iends a r e  concerned; 
the nine y e a rs  spen t h e re  have been ex trem ely  happy ones.

Then th e re  a r e  ou r ch ild ren  and g ran d ch ild ren  who a r e  tied  to ou r h e a r ts  with 
co rd s  o f love. Not only do we enjoy being with them , we a r e  delighted to h e a r about th e ir  
a c tiv itie s . Perhaps ou r o ld es t g randdaugh ter K atie Robinson, has the m ost in te re s tin g  
sto ry  fo r she flew alone both ways to  M exico City w here fo r som e w eeks she attended a 
C atholic school w ith h e r  cousin . Sue, who w as h e re  la s t y e a r from  som e tim e  in school with 
K atie. She d o e sn 't speak Spanish quite like a M exican g ir l ,  but she has m ade a good beginn
ing and is  continuing h e r  study of that language in high school. We have enjoyed see ing  h e r 
co lo red  m ovies, and hearing  h e r  com m ents on them . The re s t  of the Walnut C reek  Robinsons 
and the San M ateo R atc liffes , with two g ir l fr ien d s had a w onderful cam ping tr ip  in the High 
S ie r ra s ,r e a l ly  roughing it, p a r t  of the tim e  in snow, but everyone seem ed to like it, e s p e c 
ia lly  s in ce  it  w as the f i r s t  tim e the two fam ilie s  could go to g e th er. Only the R atc liffes and 
M a ry 's  b ro th e r  went to Seattle  fo r the F a ir , the fo rm e r by c a r  so  they could v is it friends 
en rou te , the la t te r  by ship , which se rv ed  a s  hotel in Seattle . All ag reed  that the Science 
Building was m ost w orthw hile.

We do not have the joy of see ing  the New Je rsey  fam ily often, but they find it co n 
venient to telephone ra th e r  frequently  and we like to h e a r  th e ir  vo ices. They spent p a r t  of 
th e ir  vacation w ith H ope's b ro th e r  in  M ichigan, and la te r  had much fun a t  the A tlantic s e a 
sh o re  w ith the o th e r g ran d p a ren ts . We tr u s t  that befo re  too long, they w ill com e to C a lif
o rn ia  fo r a su m m er vacation and tha t we shall have a re a l fam ily reunion.

STILL A WORKING MAN

O ur Senior M in is te r, D r. T re x le r ,  had to re s ig n  because  of health  la s t May, and 
so  fa r , we have not been ab le  to  find the righ t m an to take h is p lace . N either have we found 
anyone to  re p lace  the Rev. Ed. H oward, who left a  y e a r  ago la s t July to have h is  own church . 
T hat m eans th a t ou r M in is te r  of R elig ious E ducation, L es A llen and I have been c a rry in g  on 
w ith ou tside help fo r the p reach ing  on Sundays. The Pulpit C om m ittee is  hard  a t w ork, but 
th e re  seem s to be a  sc a rc ity  of the type of m in is te r  we w ant, though we have confidence that 
he w ill be found. We have m any ex ce llen t lay m en and women and they have responded sp len 
didly to the needs o f the chu rch . About one hundred of them  ca lled  on six  to  seven hundred 
fam ilies  fo r the ev e ry  m em ber canvas fo r 1963, m eeting  with good resp o n se . L ast Sunday 
evening, th e re  w ere  o v e r two hundred ad u lts  and ch ild ren  a t  a F am ily  Night potluck supper, 
to h e a r the R ev.A m adeo Z a rz a  from  the Philippines.



MAY THIS MIND BE IN YOU ALSO

As the end of 1962 d raw s n e a r , we a r e  glad tha t we have been h e re  th is  y e a r . T h ere  
has been m uch to keep us busy, and on the whole, we have enjoyed good health , but a few little  
upse ts rem ind  us "T im e and T ide w ait fo r no m an". Although we have not been ab le  to com e 
to a dec is ion  a s  to w here we shall be in the fu tu re , we a r e  not g rea tly  troubled  about that. We 
feel that the decid ing  is  not a lto g e th e r in ou r hands. E xperiences of the p as t keep rem inding 
us that "God is  w orking His pu rp o se  out, a s  y e a r  succeeds to y e a r" , and "So long Thy pow er 
has b le s t u s , su re  it  s t il l  W ill lead  us on” . As the shepherds of old rem ained  with th e ir  
flocks until they saw  a S ta r in the E ast, we too w ait fo r the Kindly L ight to show us w here to

MUSINGS BY MARY

Confidently you rs , 
H arold W. Robinson

E xcept fo r the two w eeks in Southern C alifo rn ia , the y e a r  h as  been ra th e r  quiet.
We did have a m on th 's  vacation , but p a r t  of it had flown away befo re  i t  began, and Rob spen t 
the la s t few days a t a m in is te r s ' r e t r e a t  a t W hite M em oria l. On our way hom e from  C la re 
m ont, we had an in te re s tin g  side  t r ip  - - a  to u r of H e a rs t C astle  a t San Simeon. In o rd e r  to 
s e c u re  re s e rv a tio n s  fo r an a fte rnoon  to u r , we had to spend the night a t an  expensive m otel, 
but the luxury  w as w orth  the p r ic e . And o u r to u rw a s  p e r f e c t  no clouds o r  fog to o b scu re  the 
view, which w as m arv e lo u s. T he C astle  w as a ll we expected , even m o re , though I had r e c 
ently read  S w anberg 's C itizen  H ea rs t, and knew som eth ing  of the luxurious fu rn ish ings, the 
p r ic e le s s  hangings and pa in tings . No d e sc rip tio n  can do ju s tic e  to the p lace . It m ust be 
seen .

In A pril, we sa id  fa rew ell to ou r faithful li t t le  VW, who, I am  s u re  would wish our 
fr ien d s a Happy C h ris tm a s . I think the li tt le  fellow  w as a b it scornfu l of the g racefu l white 
Lady R am bler who rep laced  him  though he rea liz ed  tha t she  would be m o re  com fortab le  for 
M ary and Robbie and th e ir  f r ien d s .

As I s i t  h e re  m using , I try  to  balance advantages - -  th e re  and h e re . T h e re , a 
qu iet, in te re s tin g  life  in delightfu l su rro u n d in g s am ong fr ien d s , old and new; proxim ity  to 
th re e  co lleg es w here  one can  a ttend  s tim u la tin g  c o n c e rts , even take co llege co u rse s ; the 
s e rv ic e s  of a re t ire d  A m erican  Board d o c to r , a r e s t  hom e w here n u rs in g  c a re  is  excellen t 
and reaso n ab le ; advantages of liv ing  n e a r C a lifo rn ia 's  second m etro p o lis , Los A ngeles.

Why not TH ER E? Then I d ial a  H illsborough telephone num ber and in re sp o n se  to 
my H ello, re ce iv e  th e  an sw er, "Hi, G ram ” , o r  ea rly  C h ris tm as  m orning, an  e a g e r  young 
voice c a lls ,  "M erry  C h ris tm a s , G ram . A re n 't you com ing soon fo r b reak fa s t? "  What a pull 
fo r HERE. (C om m ents from  re a d e rs  invited).

Y es, I know that a s  g ran d ch ild ren  grow  up, g ran d p aren ts  m ean le s s  to them . And
ce rta in ly  we nev er want to  be a buri 
of them , a s  we m ight be if HERE

i burdei

^4
n to  o u r fam ilies  even though th e re  is  a d o c to r in each

Thought a t  p re s e n t o u r p rob lem  is  unsolved, from  HERE we w ish our many friends 
th e re  and h e re , n ea r and fa r , a  M erry  C h ris tm as  and a Happy, Peaceful Y ear!
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