
auLtrwo
T



Our C hristm as greetings last y ea r may have given the im pression that we were 
planning to spend our re tirem en t in rocking ch a irs . That has not been tru e  in 
1964. The rocking cha irs  have re tired , while we have been busy with many 
ac tiv ities . These a re  som e which have prevented us from wearing out the cha irs:

TRAVELS:

/ We have made several tr ip s  to San M ateo, Walnut Creek o r Berkeley, all of 
I which a re  less than 130 m iles from here; there have been sh o rte r excursions to 
 ̂ in teresting  places near to C arm el Valley, and though we have made no long 

journeys, the m ileage on the Ram bler for 1964 is g re a te r  than when we lived in 
San M ateo.

VISITORS:

Our children and grandchildren have visited us several tim es, have celebrated 
the birthday of both grands, one in the Manor, the o ther a t a delightful picnic at 
Point Lobos Park. Many friends from San Mateo have com e to see us, and 
several old friends from Pilgrim  Place in C larem ont have called, som etim es r e 
maining for a m eal. We always point out the many advantages of living here, 
but we have not persuaded anyone to move I They a re  im pressed by our plesant 
surroundings, our good food, and the com plete medical c a re  which we have.

One guest who spent a night in a Manor guest room , and delighted the residents 
with h e r p ic tu res and the story  of her two y ea rs  in Bolivia with the Peace Corps 
was Anne Peabody. We m arvelled that she was able to take the strenuous t ra in 
ing and the life of her younger colleagues, but she showed no signs of having 
suffered from it, and her enthusiastic sp irit rem ained a s  it has been ever since 
we knew h er and her husband in China, when they w ere m em bers of our North 
China M issionary family. I was glad to introduce her a s  a child of m issionaries, 
as she was born in P ersia .



Two other v is ito rs  who spent a night at the Manor, and thrilled  the M anorites 
w ere D r, and M rs. Lapwood. Nancy is also  a m issionary  child and we knew her 
and her paren ts , who w ere Congregational m issionaries from A ustra lia, in 
T ientsin , China. Ralph is  English and a m issionary of the London M issionary 
Society. I had lived in the Lapwood home in West China, when we w ere with 
Yenching University. Ralph is now a p ro fesso r of m athem atics at Cambridge 
University and spent la s t year at the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena 
on a R esearch Fellowship. They had taught for four y ea rs  in Yenching University 
under the Com m unists, and Nancy, with their sixteen year old daughter made a 
v isit to China four o r  five y ea rs  ago, where Nancy took som e excellent p ictures 
which she showed in our Meeting House.

A BUSY L IF E  AT THE MANOR:

T hree m eals a day in the dining room , with pleasant and in teresting  table com 
panions, takes considerable tim e and between m eals, there a re  various w orth
while ac tiv ities . Sunday mornings we attend church in this a rea , and Sunday 
evenings we have vesper serv ices here , for which I usually have to p repare , and 
conduct, and occasionally I have had the whole serv ice . However, we generally 
have a speaker from one of the local churches.

Monday night is Game Night, and we like to join a group to play progressive 
bridge in the Meeting House. Tuesday night there is a dance in which we p a r t i 
cipate only as spec ta to rs , but we enjoy watching so many who a re  skillful in the 
a r t .  Wednesday night there  is a movie o r a Lecture with colored slides, or 
moving p ic tu res. Many residen ts  who have traveled widely have excellent p ictures 
which they share .

Recently, a group from  the M anor spent six  weeks in Europe and Palestine, with 
our adm in istra to r D r. P ratt and M rs. Pratt as conductors of the tour.

Wednesday m ornings I have a discussion group on cu rren t events, which takes 
considerable tim e for preparation , and assignm ent of topics for rep o rts  by m em 
bers of the group. We have tried  (not always successfully) to avoid dom estic 
po litics, but we have had no fights! The world is  ra th e r a large forum. Friday 
m ornings we have a Bible c la ss , which is  well attended. We have many lectu res 
and concerts , given by friends in this a rea . T here  a re  many talented m usicals in 
C arm el and vicinity and they have been m ore than generous in sharing their gifts 
with us.



I attend a painting c lass  twice a week and som etim es put in ex tra  tim e sketching 
and painting. I enjoy it, and find that such occupation helps m e to forget my 
a r th r it is .  I use Canadian cru tches (the m etal kind that fit over the forearm s) 
when I go to the dining room  about two blocks away, and a cane for sh o rte r dis - 
tances.

So that is the reco rd  for 1964, briefly told. We a re  with a fine group of people, 
in age sixty-two y ea rs  o r above, and we look forward to an enjoyable year ahead. 
We invite our friends to come to Happy C arm el Valley Manor to see it for 
them selves

EXTRA LINES BY M.S.R.

H .W .R. has p retty  well covered Life in the Manor, to which I have but little  to 
r-add. It is com fortable, le isurely  and pleasant, among delightful friends. However, 
I I have found some worthwhile activity outside the M anor. Logan Hall is a school 
V for re ta rded  children, to which I give about an hour a day, five days a week, as  a 

volunteer teach er. The pupils have very little  academ ic work, but I have tried  to 
help them read and w rite  sentences using words which a re  re la ted  to sewing, 
cooking, and gardening (taught by regu lar teachers) which a re  m ore worthwhile 
ac tiv ities than reading and 'r ith m etic . The pupils a re  brought to school by a 
public school bus, and when I have to walk the few blocks from the Manor, they 
feel so rry  for m e. I greatly  appreciated a com plim ent of one of the o lder boys, 
who said in his halting speech, "M rs. Robinson, I think you a re  a helpful, kind, 
patient old lady". Reward enough

So you see

Our ch a irs  a re  re tire d , no m ore do we rock 
Watching cows on the h illside, o r friends as they walk, 

We a re  busy and happy, with some work to do.
And from  Carm el Valley, we send greetings to you.
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