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Christmas in china.

It is now something over a month till Christmas but if our
Greetings are to reach you in season they must be getting started.
It is some like helping a chicken out of its shell to try to compose
Christmas Greetings at this early date - it’s forcing nature - and
if the "chick” doesn't seem to have much vitality ﬁlease remember
that he might have made a better showing could he have had a little
more time in the shell.

The Christmas Season is a long one for those of us who are
so far from homo. Not only do we have to begin it early but weeks
after Christmas we sometimes got gifts and greetings bearing the
Christmas Cheer. We do not rn-an that wo object to this situation
for we feel that we are the gainers in having this glad seas: n of
the yoar spread over so long's period.

In some ways our Christmas is like the Chinese New Year.
New Year is to them the great holiday season of the year. They
begin to celibrate about two weeks in advance and keep it up till
the middle cl the first month. But the spirit of the tvv. holidays
is quite different. While "giving"” is an important part wi the



Christmas Spirit, "gambling” is an essential feature of the Uew Year
celebration. Mo arc therefore oa”or that the Spirit of Christmas
in China may come to replace the Soilit of New Year.

As we write these lines Chinese militarists are contending
with each ether to see which can get the strongest grip on the Peking
government. So far, the actual fighting has been restricted to an
area two or three hundred miles from us but the war atmosphere
envelopes us an* is getting more tense each day. Fear and dread
dominate the average Chinese mind, and we are not surprised. Three
cr four of the government schools in Paotingfu have closed and the
students have returned to thoir homes. The main reason for this is
the lack of funds, for when war is being planned all the shekels
that normally fall into the school treasury manage a. mo way to drop
into the arsenal. Four of the Pretender's Bible classes are finished
with the enforced vacations and eighteen of his forty-six English
students in the University were absent today. The rest of the class

voted unanimously in favor of going home, so it probably will be
only a matter cf a few days unless something happens: to relive the
tension, before the University will be closed. So far we have not

felt the fear that tin Chinese around us do, for in spite of the
anti-foreign feeling that may have existed last spring our compound
probably v.cul* be considered the safest spot around hero in case of
trouble.

The present disturbance is the more regretable because it
seems tc be an attempt tw frustrate the International Customs
Conference now being held in Peking. The age-long custom of settling
disputes v/ith the sword appears to by getting more and more unpopular
and the Conference Table is coming mere into favor. \e had hoped
that the Conference in Pehim .hmht rave a chance to ad* another
victory to its side but some of the n.r _.erds bee things differently.
Of course a Conference victory is a zcw zc tneir business but there
is a personal lensnt in the .attui as 'oil. If the Conference be-
comes a success t oi« S ~uthcrities in Peking "ill have thereby
entrenched themselves .n; securel” in their positions and it would
be so much harder tc oust tl .a. “C ¢c- z... attempt to break up the



Conference. It se.ns to us -i- e ,r tt; ai.v.r? excuse -r n ciVil
war but such is the c”se anon v.ar .-'reparations are. indui'.cd in- o
very valid reason is n cesser; ciico the war machine has been put in *
order.

Y/hethor tho Conference is permitted tc complete its session
or not, and whether it achieves all that is hoped it may, we believe
that it has already v.on a victory. Cm oi the students jn tno
Pretender’s class put it this way: "This action (the Conference)
will remain in democratic history a great marl: or milestone, for
oven without a good conclusion,’the Ideais a grand one".

Mie are quite conscious that this does rot sound very "Christ-
massy” but like tho thermometer and barometer we cen only register
the atmospheric ojnditions around us. Unlike these instruments,
however, vie dp nob believe that it is impossible tc control condi-
tions. The scng which the angels S'-ng on that first Christmas
season was not sungin vain. The events which they heralded may not
ha.vo become as real yet as wc could wish but v.e aro convinced that
they will cone- chat is, provided wo ell think, talk and work for
those events every new year with mere determination than we have done
before. This is the How Year Resolution of tho CkliiSo, as well as
our Christmas Greetings lor 1925,

BURY Till 3JSIE.

In our last issue of this shoet we announced that we should
no longer call it. the Paotinrfu Bu.le, the wu "id retain the nemo to
the extent of using "formerly the jrctiUA-lu Bugle” on the cover. Ve
gave our reasons xcr the change in narco last time and those reasons
have become, so intensified durin? the last few months that we have
decided to oury the bugle, completely, not leaving oven the handle
sticking up. There is an encampment of Chinese soldiers only a few
rods from our sleeping porch and about throe A.ll., at least it seems
as early as that, we are reminded by our soldier friends that they
are still with us. Sometimes ono, somotimes many, of th.”so bugler,



or would-be bugler, boys take t -it- tine 01 clay, or night, to "toot
their horns" and wo ask ourselves, "why did v,e c-ver choose the name
"Bugle' ?"

But it is not only our morning nap that is disturbed. Go

where you wl!3 around -daotlngfu, -nad our humble city is probably
not unusual in t!i:.? respect, be it morning, noon or evening, an*
your ears are ba.hurded with the blasts from those blc inr boys, \we
have seen much. ng, and heard mueh bugling since v.e came to
China but never has it boon so common as this fall. If other parts
of China have boon recruiting as has our area recently -here must
be over 3,000,000 men, or boys,+&2k the Cfinc -e army today. In fact
one of the University students -8 U3 the ommher auy that ifiere are
actually that many in aims in this ceurrry =% presort, do be " re
they get a living, and that uc thorn is an  ilf.portant itera, out v.nat
they get some ooly else has to iurr.isi, lor the average Cftinese
soldier is a non-prc.luoer, if there eve was ore.

Is Jt any vender that cne'gots tired cf the "bugle"” and what
it stands frr? Do you blame us f-,r wishunu; V- have it juried? Ve
hp.ven-t looked up the h;etorc of it but possibly the "bugle™ is an
heritage from toe he?t. certainly much ox the war equipment .in China
is at least copied from that eoct.-cn of the verld, and what a pity
that poor Old China should have become sc civilized', he welcome
the good ne's that so much is being done to 1lbury the bugle’ in
America. Would that it mihat become an international funeral cf
world-wide celooration. The Chinese Chimes would mlally join in
the dirge.

HAVh SISAILDP.

In t..e spring of 1913 there was looting in Paotingfu and the
captain of the pclj.c,e station in the southern part of this oi ty*
brought his men to this compound. supposedly to protect- t.io foreign-
ers, tho we are told :hat it ray have buon to keep his men from
Joining the looters. When hv, loft the compound some twenty of his
rifles remained behind, for just what reason we do not know. Vmen
we moved into our present residence vc ’isccvered these rifles in



ohe attic but paid no particular attention to then. Last opii;
when a military representatjve Cvme to our compound to see Vv

v re bringing in nacnine 711113 (but round that it was only nn ;
p.ipe Tor a bath tub), and one of the missionaries of the station
wss held up at the south gate one night and searched for fire arms
on his person, we became uncomfortably conscious of those rifles
3n the attic and wished they were some where else. Suppose our
house should be searched, wouldnlL tnpse guns have made a splendid
foundation for a thrilling story of how missionaries preach peace
with their attics full of "cannon™. Me die. not caro to have them
moved out so long .as there was any suspicion of our position here
but vie decided that as soon a3 things quieted down we would "di sarm”
out attic. Consequently, a few weeks ago we notified the police
headquarters that vie would be glad to have their rifles removed.
The present authorities knew nothing of their being here but were
very g .ad to send a cart for them as they had had to give up some
of the”r guns to the soldiers.

It was a great relief to see those guns being taken away
and we wonder whether it would not be a great relief to the wor3d
if more disarming could be carried on. |Ins-sead of feeling that we
are in more danger with the guns no longer here, we feel much safer.
We are inclined to believe that friendship is a better international
insuranoe for peace than firearms, and good will more effective than
I_gun-powder.

T33 PP.3TS5IHINIG EDITOR HAZES A CONFESSION.

Every time the writer refers to himself as "Editor" he
seems to hear a voice saying "Editor? Fiddlesticks:"™ The tit?.e

Ve shall se no mor nd shal]l .substitute inst ad
Y‘I%De Pretender a moure flttlng ? ?n &hlng It|Ls1 qu't e

order to change one's name, even |f you don't get marrled we
claim that privilege as ours at present.



Our residence, which is a brick building of a blue-gray
color, is wearing a new coat, yes two of them, of green paint on
its woodwork. Sone of the walls of the rooms are dressed in new
coats of calcimine and are decorated with a stencil border. Our
guest room and another one adjoining it are donned in good American
wall paper and tho the ceilings are covered with native paper, they
are fresh and clean. Our bath tub. flush toilet and septic are all
functioning in proper style 30 we are more glad than ever? to have

the opportunity of sharing our humble_home with guests, whether
they come from™ near of afar. liay vle introduce me of the recent

ones? Wt believe you will find them worth meeting.
A CHINESE EDUCATOR.

The first one we will present is a nPhd.” from Cornell, who
mspecialized in Rural Education and Sociolo ;y. He spells his name
in English Tung but do net call him "Dr. Tongue" for his Chinese
name has not that sound, "Dccng" is perhaps as good a Rumanization
sMsuH d?ivef (b NQVISEe rd5eSTES has BelPWe MR NS iR3UBTS YR
spent several months in Europe studying rural conditions and has
but recently returned to China where he nas joined the Hass Educa-
tion Movement. His headquarters are in Peking and he came to Pre-
tinafu about two weeks ago with Dr. Paul ?ugh, snother "Phd." from
Cornell also in che Hass Education Movement, to attend the gradua-
te on of some classes in our field. There classes have been studying
the "One Thousand Character Books" which this Movement issues and
were given diplomas for having passed examinations showd ng that
they have learned to read. |I-ast year there were over 5,000 people
in our Paotingfu area who studied in such classes, probably the"
most of any similar area thruout China.

Dr. Tung and Dr. ?ugh spent a niaht in Paotingfu and then
went to the country for three or four eays. On their return they
scent another night and vie greatly enjoyed having them in our midst.



They .had films of their work in and aromi Peking and showm >£
pictures to the students in our schools the night tfcey or;ne neck
xrut the comitry. The next night It. Fugh. showed the same' films
the ilnrmal School in the Viegt Suburb. \.e are g?ad to mention
these men and the work in which bhey are engaged for they arc build-

in: a foundation for a real Chinese Bepuhlic. It is a comparacavo-
ly young movement but io has taken well and it is growing very
rapidly. The crinarator of ch?r‘ir.notcu "T i — . XP.
Honolulu last summer as one of rbo Chinese representatives if 1
Paeiiic Conference and aceor Ur.;- to rx ®reports he made a vary
favorabi'.; Impress; Lon....... r it Stanford University

is reported to have said ini he constdp >d bhis lines S-'scation
Movement cne of the mo3c si go-5ileant movei.ants in the world u day.
We feel that it was a real honor to have had hr. Tung with us,

AK AMERICAN PPCFS3P.CB.

The second guest whom we wish to present was also a "Phd.T
and no explanantior. of the pronounoi ati®n cf his name is necessary-
he spells it SLI-T-T-H, ”j. Husrail Smith” is the way i c appears
on the cover of his "Human Geography” wvh’ch some if the children
are studying in this compound. He is professor of Economic Geography
in Colombia University and has already written a series of Headers
for school tex+s books. At present he, with his wife and two
sons, are travelling around the world collecting material for some
Geographical Headers. He believes that one of the best ways to
get nations to Jive peacably together is to teach children in each
nation co understand and appreciate the peoples of other lands.
Some of the text books that are now used give American children
BNNPNGISBRIGH RARAY AN T Ok eL K ADSuI8" SRS Yo P e fitkhha o and
realize that we are all :Hu,.an" and tne reason we are different is
mainly because we are born and brougnt up in different environ-
ments .

This guest was with us two days and he worked hard morning,
afternoon and evening. Some of us took him out into villages where



he took pictures and asked questions of the people whom we met.

We celled on a returned student from A erica ancl Prof. Smith gained
considerable irformation from him regarding Chinese customs and
manner of living. While he was primarily looking for information
he kindly agreed to speak to the students in our three schools

and gave a vary interesting and stimulating tallk. He announced for
hie subject "iriofnational Oo*operation”™ and while that sounded

like a rather deep subject for coys and girls he made it very simple
yet effective.

As an illustration, of how nations are now dependent on each
other he said a few years aeo there was a revolution in Russia.
As a result 01 this ievolution tho Russians were not able to pur-
chase tea from China, as they had formerly done. Because the
Chinese could* not sell their tea they could not afford to purchase
cotton cloth fiom England. The English, therefore, had thousands
out of work and E:: lend could r.ot buy cotton from America. Ao a
result of this situation American cotton dropped in price and
American bus v s in a Kid shape. AIll these countries suffered
because of the uuoKan Revolution.

World Tja/in j.3 mnov fact in the world situati on and be-
cause of this new fact we mat*, fine new methods of handlirg 1lhe

now situation. Just as m nr.a to make new 1»\s to meet the now
situation when. automobiles a fact in our lives so we must
make nor laud arid. <=20pt new motinur to -.eat the si'onatdun brought
about by World Tsade. Ver "Il tjo jong-n solve the pvob?em. Even
civil war effe,...s <'lru- nations then* Vj -ne > .hich It is fought
ano the worlu will recurre o-at nations take their cases to court
instead of .rii.' m v "vje thorn by war.

Pro." ?nitb said tho: he once believed tbai the World Court
must have some 't s h in » 1 B
is convinced row i1 .t pot. X? Opin...on. wii.l provide that at«.ment He

cited Italy ho h'i *iijl, * L A few years a o ltaly took
pOS36SSICIT OX dlfi xC<avid/ w.j »!. rha» wj-.vitier to control . The cases

wont to the league of h&ti:-ru &nd Italy ioa.id tr-rr. fee other n.
iiinl1ll accept her point olf view. ;e Italian representative re'ba.r'X.



to Ms government and r-aporiou bnn« »11 the other nations were
against thou. In than a v.eo: 17*;- cal found an encase b;,
which oho could save her faoo and moved out ox tno island.

When asked whether he thought that the Jlilted States Ehoaid
en.er the League of Ua-iurs Prof. Kirith j?nsuere& that he was not in
ary harry for that stop. He btliovos that tilt l1eagae muse on changed
somc.vriic and perhaps 'Jno'Je Sam obu have as much e¢in influence in
sotting those changes oarrj.ej. out by being outsd. de the League as
"he" could were ’he™ a memoer. "By all means', said he, "We should
go into the World Court.”

Wb don't knev, ...at Miwf. S.d n is particularly interested
in Foroin Hisalons, as such, but we felt that he is doing a line
piece of mission vork and we would that vera many mere of his type
trying to study other peoples with the purpose of findi® what we
have in common instead of emphisi zing the things that separate us.

There are ether guests that yon would be interested in, but
we must not 16t the "Society Col*-.r." i-.wnt-"olite too much spaC6. We
will bring it. to a close by an account of our

RECEPTION EOF. THE WHEELERS.

Ur. and h'rs, Hark H. Y/ueelor and four children hove recently
ccme to Psotingfu where Ur. Wheeler is general secretary of the
Y.M.C.A. Wk have enjoyed having them m our midst and decided to
gir-e 3 reception so that tney mirht have an r-pportunity to meet some
of the Chinese who should be interests! in the T.L.C.A. Twenty-
eight Chinese and twe.love foreigners, responded to oar invitation,
including five Chinese v.ivos. Tnl* o'nouli .e \uulifiod, as cne of
them in half American and another is (iviu.au. The Pcotingfu post-
master and his wife, the deal, of the Univero.ity urn his wife, four
doctors from the iicdical bwiool. two ox whom have studied in America,
and several other returned students from A-~e;ica 'u.ure among those
present”. Tvo principals of schools carte ana the following day
ggpgtrr]]gr one called with his wife and son. The® had intended to come



to the reception but a theft in the school had prevented them so
they came a day late.

The idea of a "Reception” is quite novel to the Chinese and
we did net know how they *ou3d take to it but now we have new evidence
that the Caineso are "juot like Americans". Tuoy seen to take to
this kind of a meeting Dike fish to a fountain and the vay they
chatted, sipped tea, and C'-ffse, ate cookies, cake and peanuts made
one think that they had always gone to receptions. |Il.lies Tinkhan of
the Vjest Suburb sr-ng a coup?e of selections, Dr. Cimu ox uni-
versity made an address o™ welcome, to which fir. Vmeeler responded
in a very fitting ma-iner and the “program went off without a hitch.

In spite of the fact that we were not going to "toot our own horns"

any more we will repeat what was said by others.: "The reception was
a great success".

W\VEATHER REPORT.

Prof. Smith was particularly interested in the climatic
conditions of this region. Perhaps core of the readers of the Chinese
have a similar i.rte'vat. .iutuu. is by all means the proper tine to
visit ITorth China. The wi;:tc® wo prr.cticc.31y snowless and rainless,
the springs are vrfimors f«r the*r dust storms and the sirmaeis are
rainy. This a-turn we have nsl itnusually fire wentner ani | think
we have never c so lat? before without a lire in the furnace.

We nave one p r a fir°, and. an oil s”ove for the batrruem, uvt
fortunately we hvve not had to 3oart the furnace. Oval is about
twice as expensive as it way three yeass age and if the war materi-
alizes it probably will be esen more so, if it can be bought at all.

Besides the warm autumn weether the farmers of this region
have also beer blessed ri th sufficient reins so they have been able
to plant their visitor wheat, i* rain come at the proper
tine or if it an rot of su invent cuurfity, wheat is net planted
for it would rot in tlte grvur.a. Vith the autumn rain, and the warm
reeks since the wheat :3 :.t splendid condition and gives the
people something to look forward tc next spring.



THAZIKSGI VTIIG.

The Americans in r~otingru are planning to have thier
Thanksgiving dinner all together. The people of the Presbyteri an
Mission have entertained us over there once this fall so we are
inviting then here November £6. We are planning for thirty-five,
tho they may not all be able to attend. Like Christmas, it is a
time when we fee] our heartstrings pulling for the homeland but
we nave had some very happy Thanksgiving days in the years past and
we expect another one soon.

THE UrSXPECTSD HAPPENS.

If one vould be a prophet in China and retain his reputation
let him but predict that the unexpected will happen and the chances
°12 that his predictions will oe fulfilled. {Me claim no credit for
this wise remark as it is not o:igina] with us).

Last Tuesday (it is now Friday) we went to bed with more
optimism than for sometime for the welfare of our city’s immediate
future. The Mukden (Chang Tso Lin’s) soldiers had been leaving
fer two days and wore mostly gene. To ail appearances they were
making every effort to got away as soon and as peacably as possible.
Fofcioes were posted at the city gates that Feng Yu Hsiang's soldiers
would come to replace the ones that were leaving and even to those
who haven51 much use for Feng this was good news for everyone
knowe that Feng s soldiers can be depended upon, and they are wel-
comed wherever they go.

Early Wednesday morning ve .sere awakened by a great
fussilade which same of ur ei> .tors,t took t'. be a firectracker
celebration of the retreating troops. WMo were not fooled for long,
however, for when the bullets went eingi.-g through the air we
real: zed that somathing was Happening marc serious :het a firo-
cracker celebration. A telephone message irom the Presbyterian
Mission informed us that we were not the only ones who were hearing
bullets. Fighting was going on in the west ana north suourbs as



well as here in the south. As soon as it got daylight we could see
soldiers outside shooting at something, but we did not know whose
soldiers they were nor at whom they were shooting, tho they were
not firing towards our compound.

We did not stop to dress up stairs end vhile we were eating
breakfast one of the servants hiought down a bullet which had ?.anded
on our sleeping porcr. Other builefs went thru windows in this
compound and as the Pretender was returning from the 3oys! School
v.'here he had gone to see how students and teachers were faring he
heard something strike the ground just back of him and looking
around saw the dust and a furrov: where a bullet had ploughed up

dirt about three feet from his heels. He decided that his

most important work for a while would be in the house. By noon
things had pretty much quieted down and people from outside began
to come into the compound.

We learned later that the fighting had been between the

retreating Mukden soldiers and a regiment of Honn soldiers who
arrived in Paotingfu at about 2 ?.11. Shat morning. Some of the

missionaries fiom the west suburb went to the railway station and
interviewed the Honan Seneral vhtm they found in a rather stupid

state with an open esn or opiusa #

and an opium pip on tne r.oe. ?xr story was that a group of
Mukden troops had it bushed him ouosie’e of Paotingfu and he was trying
to take their arms away tk om them, later reports make this story
seem rather weak ana a mere generally accepted story is as follows:

When the Pactingfu liere Larior* Ouild learned that the Honan
soldiers were rearing Protinge,a they sent a telegram aiding them to
wait a day til] the Mukden soldiers could all get out of the city.
Altho no war bed been declared between these two armies the tele-
gram was disregarded aid the Horan soldiers arrived at the west
city gate early in the merniog. Pro Mukden representatives went
out to consult, with :he Lbr.a'nand when they refused to agree t.c
tive up their arms |efove Paotingfu they were shot in
their tracks. Some of their xello-v soldiers were on the city wall
and opened fire on the enemy. Prom this fi-hting spread in all
directi ons.



When the authorities in Peking- learned of the trouble Pen?
Yu Haimr- and Tuan Oh'i Jui sent down peaoe envoys and it vVaa
ftii?31ly 'tgrnd to upon the e.s and south clty gates until midnight

pi the Lakdon troop rr.i,:ht lee In tha+ direction (taking *h”ir arm
weth there) an &'Fa  ciuriyht the west end north gates would he
opened so tna the donan troors -.a. nt enter fhe city. .Several
\dr.s We tie; by so c.u.’.v5j and many others were wounded.
® knows , tore fci'lled but inseite ox the foot
11, . htin J :n*-u .a ten hours and thousands of shots were

f5red "'here proosoly were not more than "some tens"” of deaths, what
to ¢ net next we do not know. Perhaps the unexpected will happen

arai'i-

IATE?- IMP CATS.

J"turda;/, For.31. Yesterday the newspaper reported that the
skieruish in ?ao+-ir*fu was not comidere'l of -,ny great significance
from a national roint of v v. Olanc Too Lir>. was reported to have

bacueu down all ‘'.reun” "s *rthdrawing his soldiers away from
Mentsin. 1t locked as WH the "todo of horto China was getting into
a much I'norolifov.til s *c-uat dor:, > the yesterday’s papoi says

that Chang try net htjve been as ydfaco.cVl as he seemed a few fays ago
He has suddenly ordered 'v Lrame» in iier.ts: a and no one knows -here
he intends to mow-: next.

The reports of the Tariff Oon”sroace in' Peking, both yester-
day ur.l txduy. are d®o* 3edly i >the good. The foreign reprsaa; ta-
ti/os nave '‘consented so grant China's requests and the whole spirit

of the Conference seems hove been friendly and frank. Perhaps to
have Dbeen able to carry 3N@X @ Confar?-.ce In the midst of a war
more si vini fie ana The Discussion T hie
seem: to a(n ito of baw. S0 may jt continue to be. be
shouldn't ij.1 otss out " jactao Ly® etc every

victory 1like tir t xhioh nos Just been "won in Poking is one mace nail
in the Giant's coffin.

THE 3U3Y LIADACEE EIIDw TIi.LE.rOH A \.ORD.
For "a time last bounceday ohb Sport S’itor and Cub-Reporter
enjoyed the distinction of livin' in the only heuse in the compound



which was kno\' n to have been struck by a bullet. During school
hours that morning they proudly displayed the bullet to admiring
playmates. Their joy was short lived, however, for as soon as it
was considered safe to be outside, every child began a hunt for
bullets. The Kubbaid boys found one imbedded in their porch, the
Galt children discovered a sp'i?t shutter and all three Chinese
schools reported da a-os from flying beliefs. !Tnw almost every

youngster carries a bullet nich nc na-, found, as a good luck piece.
JJany and loud complaints have been made by the v.omen of the

station about the armoy.ng "Bugling"” heard at all hours of the day
and night. However, after a iev. hours of rifle serenade, they have
decided that the round of a bugle rs most musical.

Occasionally tn. busy _anager corrects English papers for a
teacher at the Eoys' School, She felt repaid for some hours of labor
fn finding the following sentence "The air is chilly now. Uy bodycan
not boycott it. Picas3, father, send me some clothes".

The Treasure has recently celebrated her second birthday but
she is somewhat impellent of her exp-rone youth, and is frequently
heard to tell he- uro-r.ers "..hen my is a '"ig girl, my will have that
too". Two things vhica have been sueci led are candy and waffles.

THE ENTIRE TT.-if: Of THE GH1l.EE E1TE1DS TO THE READERS OP
THIS SHEET 3EST hi. frll -OH A VERT HHIEY CHRISTMAS.



