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"How i s  the w in ter  o f our d e so la t io n ."  King Richard I I I .

WHAT WAS WIN TER? j / v
As • Vermont lad  I learned  the meaning o f  ‘.Vinter in^ the hard v.ay - 

by ex p er ien ce . Winter was the tim e when days grew sh o r t, and n ig h ts  long; i t  was 
when th e  ground and water p ip es fro ze ;  when the earth  was covered w ith  deep snow 
so th a t wagons and wheelbarrows became, u s e le s s ,  -nd w ere rep laced  by s le d s  and 
s le ig h s .  Winter meant coughs and c o ld s , c h i lb la in s ,  chapped hands and f r o s t 
b i t e .  Winter was n o t a p le a sa n t exp erien ce; i t  was something to be dreaded and 
endured, i f  you su rv ived .

SPEh,!L2R WINTERS.
Some years ago I read and review ed S p an g ler 's  "D ecline o f  the West" in  

which the author contended th a t h is to r y  rep eats i t s e l f ,  l ik e  the year, in  four  
sea so n s , -  sp r in g , summer, autumn and w in te r . How fa r  t h is  ph ilosophy o f  h fs -  
tory  i s  c o rr ec t  i s  a debatab le q u estion  but there are tim es when one can see  much 
s im ila r ity  between the atmosphere o f  a Vermont w inter and the f r ig id  q u a lity  o f  
some p eriod s in  h is to r y .  In f a c t  the p resen t s i tu a t io n  :n north China i s  th a t  
kind ol a p er io d . At tim es during the p a s t  few weeks i t  has seemed very much as 
though '/ in te r  had a c tu a lly  a r r iv e d .

IKS I In ST FROST.
The f a l l  o f  Tsinan (c a p ita l  o f  Shantung P rov in ce, south o f  here) a few 

weeks ago reminded me o f  my boyhood days when M other's tom:.to v in es  and flow ers  
turned w h ite  w ith  f r o s t  and then black w ith  death . That was n a tu r e 's  message to 
g e t  ready fo r  w in ter.

People in  P cip in g  and T ien ts in  have been saying fo r  some tim e th a t  
T'aiyuan vc a p ita l o f  S h ansi, w est o f  h e r e ) , Mukden ( c a p ita l  o f  F en g tien , to the 
north) end Tsinan were the im portant o u tp o sts  :n che c enses o f  th is  a rea . We 
were to ld  th a t when any one o f  tnoso p la c e s  f e l l  Wc should begin  to  make plans  
as to where and how we would spend the w in ter. Ihe p o l i t i c a l  thermometer took 
a sudden drop when Tsinan was captured by the Communist'- , Some m issionary  
fr ie n d s  rem ained, and a t  l e a s t  one young couple spent, e ig h t  or n ine days in  the 
c o l la r  o f  th e ir  home, w h ile  s h e l l s  exploded a l l  around th en , and one passed  
through th e air.'ng room over th e ir  heads, when the b a t t l  e w a o v e r  the Commu
n is t s  came ii and helped them selves to  what they wanted, according to rep orts  
th a t came to u s .

Another ea r ly  f r o s t  came when the m iss io n a r ie s  v/cre evacuated from 
T'aiyuan some weeks ago, though the c i t y  i s  such „n imyoi ta r t  in d u s tr ia l centor  
th a t  the n a t io n a l i s t s  have managed to  hold i t  thus far- Beyond T’aiyuan , in
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T'aiku and Fenyang, arc four s in g le  women American Board m iss io n a r ie s  who got 
caught behind th e  iron  cu rta in  when the iteds came. We hear from them occa
s io n a l ly  and so fa r  as we can judge they are  n o t too badly o f f .  They seem to 
be very busy w ith  m ed ica l, ed u cation a l and r e l ig io u s  work. Of course th e ir  news 
o f  th e o u ts id e  w orld i s  what th e ir  r u le r s  want them to hear. One news item  was 
th a t Henry W allace was having a g rea t fo llo w in g  in  America. We d id n 't  hear 
whether th a t in form ation  warmed th e ir  h ea rts  or gnvo them c h i l l s  but s in c e  th ree  
o f them are "old China hands" we su sp ec t th a t they  took enough s a l t  w ith  the 
news so th a t  the rea c tio n  was e ith e r  n eu tra l or n e g a t iv e .

The most recen t f r o s t ,  which was r e a l ly  q u ite  a f r e e z e ,  came w ith  the 
f a l l  o f  Mukden. This was the l a s t  c i t y  o f Manchuria to go and i t  looked fo r  a 
w h ile  as though th ere was very l i t t l e  p r o te c tio n  between us here and the Reds 
in  Manchuria. R ecently  la rg e  numbers o f  s o ld ie r s  have come to T'unghsien and 
gone ou t e a s t  o f  here where i t  look s as i f  a b ig  b a t t le  i s  be-ing prepared. Tens 
o f  thousands o f  Red s o ld ie r s  are reported  to  have come in to  the e a s t  part of 
t h is  province and they probably are hoping to move th is  way.

A fter  Mukden f e l l  the American C onsulates sen t l e t t e r s  to  American 
c i t i z e n s  s ta t in g  th a t co n d itio n s  probably would continue to g e t worse and we 
should con sid er  ev a cu a tio n . The American navy provided sh ip s  for  th ose  who 
wanted to go to America or Shanghai and many m iss io n a r ie s  w ent. In the Ameri
can Board M issio n , A lic e  Reed and Dr. Alma Cooke had been w a itin g  for transpor
ta t io n  fo r  some time so they and Clara Hausske s ta r te d  for th e  S ta te s .  Maude 
and P h y ll is  hunter flow  to America v ia  Shanghai. Two o f our fa m ilie s  w ith  small 
c h ild r e n , the Strongs and W hites, l e f t  by p lane for  ioochow j u s t  b efore  Thanks
g iv in g . Each fam ily  had a son born a f t e r  "the f i r s t  f r o s t" .  On the p lane w ith  
thv-m went Dr. DeVargns o f  Yenching who hoped to  go on to  the P h ilip p in e s  for  
work in  some ^jnericar. Board in s t i t u t io n .  The Blakneys a ls o  went to the P h i l 
ip p in e s , but th ey  went on a b oa t.

WIN TAR FOR IhE ROBINSONS.
Mary and I gave ser io u s  co n sid era tio n  as to whether we should go or 

n ot and decided  n ot to  go a t  p r e se n t. We d o n 't want to g e t  caught behind th e  
c u r ta in , as the p eop le  in  Tsinan and Shansi d id , and we arc w i l l in g  to take a 
chance th a t we w i l l  be a b le  to g e t  to P eip in g  i f  f ig h t in g  takes p la ce  h ere . We 
have sen t a trunk and a s u itc a s e  to P eip in g  packed w ith  th in g s  th a t we sh a ll  
want i f  we go th e r e . We a ls o  sen t a trunk to be shioped to America. There i s  
s t i l l  q u ite  a foro ign  community in  P eip ing  and th e b e l i e f  i s  common th a t th ere  
w i l l  n o t be f ig h t in g  th ere , .vhile we d on 't consider Communist propaganda as 
dependable they are reported  to have announced over the radio th a t th ere  w i l l  
n ot bo f ig h t in g  in  P e ip in g . Gen. Fu Tso Yi2, who i s  in  charge o f  t h is  area a t  
p r e se n t, i s  a lso  reported  to have sa id  th a t he w i l l  not f ig h t  to defend P eip in g . 
We have engaged a room a t  the G a its  and have had them la y  in  some su p p lie s  for  
u s , i f  wo have to  go . I f  the Kuomintnng sun does s e t  in  th is  area there may be 
a dark period  b efore  the Red sun g e ts  h igh  enough to g iv e  much l i g h t  or h oat.
My f in g e r s  g e t  co ld  as I w r ite  such sen ten ces  but how much i s  caused by im agi
n a tion  I do n o t  know. Not on ly  i s  Communist propaganda a poor barom eter, the 
"Good weather rep orts"  th a t come from Nanking are a ls o  eq u a lly  untrustw orthy. 
N eith er  do we have much f a i t h  in  American new spapers, magazines and radio  re 
p o rts  . How the "wise men" who posed as prophets b efore the November e le c t io n s  
can ex p ect anyone to  bank much on th e ir  p r o g n o stic a tio n s  i s  more than vie can 
f ig u r e  ou t.

PILGRIMS' WINTER.
The id ea  o f  a Winter Number o f  the Chimes came to mind as I prepared  

a Thanksgiving s e r v ic e  which we had here in  T 'unghsien . The G a its , A lbert
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h ausske, Laura Cross and our General S ecre ta ry , Mr. Wei Chen Y{!, oame down from 
P o ip in g , and w ith  the e lev en  /dnerienns who were s t i l l  in  T'unghsien we had a s i z e 
a b le  crowd for  the se r v ic e  and d in n er, the thought which I tr ie d  to emphasize 
a t  th e eleven  o 'c lo c k  m eeting was th a t the p ilg r im s had ce leb ra ted  the F ir s t  
Thanksgiving Day, n ot on ly  a f te r  a h a rv est , ns i s  u su a lly  s tr e s s e d , but a t  the 
beginning o f W inter, and a New iir.gland « in te r  a t  th a t . Hcving bv.cn through  
one, they knew what to  ex p ec t, and y e t  they gave thanks. For S crip tu ro  pas
sage I road v e r se s  from P a u l's  l e t t e r  to the P h il ip p ia n s , some o f  which might 
w ell be quoted in  l e t t e r s  to th ose  who make i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  us to be here in  
China today, lh i s  "Thanksgiving le t t e r "  o f  P a u l's  was w r itte n  in  a /toman prison  
where- ho had boon w a itin g  t r ia l  two years and a f te r  the s a lu ta t io n  the f i r s t  
n o te  i s  th a t o f  thanks. A ll through the l e t t e r  th ere  i s  the n ote  o f  jo y  and 
th a n k sg iv in g . I t  r e a l l-  i s  a good se d a tiv e  for peop le who have had too la rg e  
a dose o f  new spaper, rad io  and magazine in form ation  (? )  ,( ir .f la m a tio n ? ) .

WINTER'S SUNSHINE.
The f i r s t  paragraph ol th is  l e t t e r  doesn’ t  ;;iv - the -whole p ic tu r e .

Winter in  Vermont was w icked, a l l  r ig h t ,  but i t  was a lso  b e a u t ifu l .  Blue s k ie s ,  
w hite snow on evergreen t r e e s ,  and b i l l i o n s  o f  diamonds everywhere on the snow, 

o e s n 't  Emerson have an essa y  on Compensation somewhere? C erta in ly  the w inter  
sunshine compensated co n sid erab ly  for  what the weatherman demanded o f  Vermonters. 
Knple sugar i s  a w in ter  product, made when th e cold  fr e e z in g  weather a t  n ig h t  
and the-warm sunshine in  the daytime meet in  the r ig h t  p rop ortion s.

A fOit.BR .1 . TEH Ii-: Chi../..
Facing a L in ter  in  Wiinn i s  n o t a new experience for  us o ld -t im e r s .

Like the P ilg r im  Fathers vie have a lread y  survived  one W inter -  the period  o f  
Japanese occu p ation . In .august, 194b* wo thought th a t W inter had p assed , and 
th a t the Peace o f  Sum ^r was a t  hand. Schools returned from the w est , m ission 
a r ie s  came back to  tn e ir  s t a t io n s ,  U'.RRA, the US Navy and other o rg a n iza tio n s  
made a v a ila b le  la r g e  q u a n t it ie s  o f  r e h a b il i ta t io n  m a te r ia ls , - seed fo r  the new 
season , i i la s ,  i t  turned out to be a c o ld , damp sp r in g . Some o f th e  f i e l d s  
where we had hoped to r a is e  good crops were so covered w ith  mud (Communists) 
th a t v/e co u ld n 't  even plough. Thor, th ere  were f i e l d s  where the b l ig h t  o f  c i v i l  
war destroyed  the crops th a t had be^n p la n ted , so th a t the on ly  h arvest was a 
h u rrican e .

Some good crops have been h arvested  and th o se  o f  us who have been per
m itted  to labor in  th is  f i e l d  f e e l  th a t  our lab ors have n ot been in  v a in . L et 
F-C g iv e  two i l lu s t r a t io n s  o f  r e c e n t  lo c a l  crop s. The North China Rural C hristian  
S erv ice  Union i s  now conducting in  T'unghsien a Winter C lass fo r  young farmers 
and th e ir  womonfolk. Th^re arc about th ir ty  l in e  young people who are g e t t in g  
two months o f  tr a in in g  ir. methods o f  v i l la g e  l i f e  improvement which w i l l  help  
them to g e t  through a W inter, and other seasons which w i l l  fo llo w . Four o f  them 
are refu g ee  women who made hooked rugs a t  our Drum Tower Church for sev era l 
months. They have taken the f i r s t  step  towards church membership and are b ein g  
prepared for baptism .

The socond i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  work th a t i s  going on here now i s  the 
r e l i e f  work fo r  r e fu g e e s . Our T'unghsien C hristian  Union R e lie f  Committee has 
j u s t  f in ish e d  g iv in g  c lo th in g  and beddinj to  more than 1200 fa m il ie s  who l i v e  
in  tem ples and o th e r , m a k e -sh ift , b u ild in g s . A few weeks ago I took some Luho 
stu d en ts to one o f  th o se  tem ples where we had a r e l ig io u s  s e r v ic e  for the re fu 
gees who l i v e  th e r e . The stu d en ts wore so im pressed w ith  the co n d itio n s o f  the 
refu g ees  th a t they decided to r a is e  some r e l i e f  funds for them. Wo borrowed a 
movie machine and some f ilm s  from the USIS in  P o ip in g , put on a b e n e f it  per
formance and r a ise d  a s iz e a b le  sum o f  money for  r e l i e f .  Tho Fu YU g ir l s  jo in ed
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tho Luho boys to organ ize  a r e l i e f  committee and they went on the s t r e e t s  c o l
le c t in g  money from in d iv id u a ls ,  shops raid o r g a n iz a tio n s . W it. the funds rece iv ed  
they have bought corn meal and w i l l  g iv e  i t  to the most need; fa m ilie s  among the 
r e fu g e e s . They have spent a l o t  o f  time in v e s t ig a t in g ,  p r in tin g  t ic k e t s  and 
buying com  m eal. Ihe R e l ie f  Committee i s  g iv in g  them some m a ter ia ls  to S e l l  
and-use the proceeds fo r  buying food , and w i l l  g ive  them socks to  hroid out w ith  
tha gra in  t i c k e t s ,  l id s  p r o je c t  i s  n o t o n ly  a b e n e f it  to the r e fu g e e s , i t  has 
r.lso been a va lu ab le  exp erien ce fo r  the s tu d e n ts . They have learned  a l o t  about 
in v e s t ig a t io n  and a d m in istra tio n  o f  c h a r ity , a lso  some psychology o f  human na
tu r - .  The s p i r i t  o f  the Luho stu d en ts i s  d ec id ed ly  b e tte r  than i t  was l a s t  
sp r in g .

bL I ZL.-vkD ^Pi RQ.-lCKI i.G?
While try in g  to  g e t  t h is  l e t t e r  ready for  the postman I was asked to 

a tten d  a m eeting a t  the o f f i c e  o f  th e  lo c a l county m ag istra te  (hsienchang) w ith  
r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f  our m ission  in s t i t u t io n s  and some other o r g a n iz a tio n s . The 
purpose o f  the m eeting was to inform us th a t the m il ita r y  a u th o r it ie s  in  P eip in g  
have decreed th a t  for d efen se  purposes a l l  t r e e s  w i l l  have to  be cu t, and b u ild 
in g s razed , in  c e r ta in  areas o u ts id e  the T'unghsien c i t y  w a ll .  This area in 
c lud es a s t r ip  about 100 yards wide along the north  end o f  our m ission  compound 
whore our Luho h o s p it a l ,  fo re ig n  res id en ce s  and our g i r l s  school are lo c a te d .
We were to ld  th a t  the . f i r s t  d e c is io n  was to raze a l l  b u ild in g s , and cu t a l l  
tr e e s  in  our compound but the lo c a l  a u th o r it ie s  persuaded the m il ita r y  to  le a v e  
the Luho b u ild in g s  and t r e e s .  A fter  the m eeting, when a committee was formed 
to carry  out th ose  ord ers, the hsienchang and another o f f i c i a l  came to the com
pound to look over the s itu a t io n .  They are fr ie n d ly  and advised  th a t wo begin  
by cu tt in g  o f f  the tops o f  the tr e e s  north  o f our r e s id e n c e s , and see what the  
r ea c tio n  o f  the m il ita r y  i s  to  th a t .

The n ex t day I went to P eip in g  and reported  the m atter to  our m ission  
secre ta ry  and to  our tr e a su r e r . I a lso  reported  i t  to  the American Consul who 
tr ie d  to g e t  an appointment w ith  somebody a t  Tu Tso Yfl's headquarters. Ho d id n 't  
succeed but f in a l l y  go t an appointment fo r  me to  sew the s .crc ta ry  o f  the provin
c ia l  c i v i l  governor the n e x t  day. The Consul ad v ised  th a t we demand a w r itten  
order from whomever i s  making th e demand, and th a t  a copy o f  the order be sen t  
to the C onsu late. The lo c a l committee decided to g iv e  two "tan" o f  com  for  
each room (ch io n ) th a t  i s  torn down. The Consul sa id  th a t  remuneration was a 
m atter fo r  both p a r t ie s  to  d isc u ss  and agree upon. Le a lso  p o in ted  out th a t  i f  
our b u ild in g s  were torn down i t  would g e t  in to  American newspapers and would 
g iv e  a bad im pression  o f  the n a tio n a l Government, j u s t  when Undamn ohiang i s  
th ere try in g  to  g e t  h e lp  fo r  eh ina . I dropped th a t  h in t  w ith  the governor's  
se c r e ta r y  and i t  may have had some e f f e c t .  The hsienchang telephoned th a t there  
was to be another m eeting o f  t ..e  committee which had been formed but la te r  sen t  
word th a t t h i s  second m eeting was to  d isc u ss  the tea r in g  down o f  b u ild in g s  which 
did n o t concern u s , and i t  was th ere fo re  n o t n ecessa ry  fo r  ^ u ^ ^ g ^ s ^ t a t i v e s  o f  
the m ission  to a tte n d . The o rd .r  n o t o n ly  concerns us but^some thousand chi«.n 
of Chinese b u ild in g s  near the f iv e  c i t y  g a te s  which are to be torn down. This 
was done in  P a o tin g fu , rnd s t i l l  the c i t y  was l o s t ,  which I p o in ted  out to  the  
secre ta r y  o f  the governor. ..hatev^r comes o f  the order i t  i s  a good i l l u s t r a 
t io n  o f  the e f f ic ie n c y  (? )  o f  the m il ita r y  s t r a t e g i s t s  o f  th e  Chinese N ation a l 
;j*my in  t h i s  a rea . The order a lso  r e v e a ls  the f a c t  the the army i s  n o t so cer 
ta in  th a t they w i l l  be ab le  to  d e fe a t tile  Communists ou t e a s t  of here as they  
have been tr y in g  to make us b e l ie v e .  We w a it to  see whether tlv  s weather report 
i s  announcing a g u st  o f  .vind or a r e a l b liz z a r d .

WhAT IS WTI. TER NOW?
The heading for  the f i r s t  paragraph o f  th is  l e t t e r  was purposely  put 

in  the p a st  te n s e . I t  da. Is  w ith  a s itu a t io n  which e x is te d  h a lf  a century ago.



The C hinese Chimes - 5 -

P resen t c o n d itio n s  are d if f e r e n t ,  r.t l e a s t  men have learn ed  to  con tro l them so as  
to make them a t t r a c t iv e ,  in s tea d  o f  r e p u ls iv e . In a book e n t i t le d  "'.'inter in  
Vermont" the author handles h is  su b jec t so s k i l f u l l y  th a t the Green Mountain 
S ta te  seems l ik e  a very d es ira b le  p la ce  even fo r  Winter r e s id e n c e , nor does h«- 
have to s tr e tc h  the tru tli to do so . Many peop le l i v e  there in  p e r fe c t  com fort, 
and m u ltitu d es go th ere  for  Winter p lea su re . Winter sp orts  are one o f  the c h ie f  
sources o f  income o f  the s ta te  a t  p resen t. Snow tr a in s  and ski p lanes are  
crowded w ith  such p leasu re seek ers . The snovi whicl once blocked th~ roads i s  
now ploughed out w ith  powerful mr.chir.es so th a t tr a v e le r s  can r id e  in  heated  
cars a l l  over God’ s c r e a tio n , houses are in su la te d  and autom atic o i l  h ea ters  
are n o t uncommon. W inter has changed from something to be dreaded and erdured 
to a p lea sa n t season to be a n tic ip a te d  and enjoyed .

What has t h is  to do w ith  the p resen t s itu a t io n  in  North China? We’ l l  
have to  l e t  the fu ture answer th a t q u estio n , but a t  1 -a s t  Vermonters have d is 
covered th a t what once seemed l ik e  a curse was n ot an unm itigated  ca lam ity .
There were hidden resou rces which could be u t i l i z e d  for a b e tte r  l i f e .  I t  i s  
p o s s ib le  th a t  people in  China may d iscover th a t in  the W inter weather which seems 
to be c lo s in g  in  around us th ere  may be resou rces which can be used to gain  ad
vantages fo r  th ose who l i v e  h e r e .  Great changes arc most c e r ta in ly  needed and 
i f  co n d itio n s  g e t  bad enough i t  may be th a t  some new group w il±  come fo r th  to  
e s ta b l is h  r. government worthy o f  h elp  and support from other n a tio n s .

CHRISTiG,S, A WIi. T5R I 5GIIVAL.
In ev a lu a tin g  the c r e d its  and d e b its  o f  Winter one- should n ot overlook  

tne f a c t  th a t  the H oliday Season comes in  .( in te r . In f a c t  i t  o r :g in a ted  a t  c. 
tim e, and in  a country, when the p o l i t i c a l  and p sy ch o lo g ica l co n d itio n s  were 
anything but sum m er-like. I sh a ll not attem pt to add any moral to t h is  e f fu s io n .  
I have m erely tr ie d  to  weave a Christmas G reeting out o f  t i e  thoughts th a t have 
been uppermost in  my mind and h ea rt. I want to g iv e  thanks to those o f  you who 
make i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  us to  be h ere . Most o f  a l l  I want to  express my ap p recia 
t io n  for  your f r ie n d l in e s s  and a f f e c t io n ,  which c o n s t itu te s  the Sunshine o f  our 
l i v e s .  So long as they  co n tin u e , no r ig o r s  o f  'Winter w i l l  be unbearable. Wc 
don’ t  know how long wc s h a ll  be a b le  to  s ta y  here but wo want you to know th a t  
we do n o t in ten d  to  take unnecessary r is k s .

One advantage o f  being so far from fr ie n d s  and dear ones a t  Christmas 
tim e i s  th a t th -  season i s  g r e a t ly  length en ed . We have a lready rece iv ed  our 
f i r s t  Christmas G reetin g , and we exp ect th ey  w i l l  continue to a rr iv e  for  weeks 
to come. This f i r s t  cat d cam- from my on ly  rem aining aur.t and i t  has a p ic tu re  
o f  a Vermont u l l a g e  a t  Christmas tim e, w ith  the church a l l  decorated  ord s le ig h s  
and autom obiles brin g in g  people fo r  the g r e a t even t o f  the year. ..unt V iola  
w rote some tim e ago th a t she did not exp ect to be n liv e  th is  Christm as. The doc
to r  to ld  her -chat i f  she would undergo an op eration  she had one chance in  a 
hundred to l i v e .  "I took th a t ch an ce ," she has r e c e n tly  w ritten ," an d  the good 
Lord helped  me through." Nov she hopes to l i v e  to see us aga in . We hope th a t  
we may see  her a g a in , and a l l  the r e s t  o f  you, when "the good Lord" sees f i t  to  
take us to  you. In th - meantime, may th ere  be much Sunshine in  your l i v e s ;  and 
i f  clouds do come, may they  a t  l e a s t  be b e a u t ifu l .

E.V<.Robin son

POSTSCRIPT, M.S.R.
I now renounce the t i t l e  Lxpectant Grandmother! Or. Thursday and Friday  

o f  th is  week wc rec e iv ed  rad io  m essages announcing the b ir th  o f Carol Robinson, 
in  P h ila d e lp h ia , on Nov-nber 2d, - nd o f  J en n ifer  Mary Robinson, ir. Boston, on 
November 30. A ll p arents doing w e l l .  Grandparents Happy! I must admit th a t  
i f  we should have to 1-ave China, the b it t e r n e s s  o f  th e  blow and th e sadness
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o f  le a v in g  our work and Chinese fr ie n d s  would be somewhat tempered by the hope 
o f  see in g  our four grandchildren and th e ir  p aren ts .

iVo have l iv e d  a l l  f a l l  in  a s ta t e  o f  in d e c is io n . S h a ll we lea v e  
China, w h ile  the going  i s  good? I f  n o t , sh a ll we go to lu k io n  where there i s  
work, a welcome and peace? Or remain in  North China? I f  we s ta y  h r e ,  s h a ll  
wo make plans to go to P eip ing i f  i t  becomes c le a r  th a t th ere w i l l  be f ig h t in g  
around T'unghsien? Eow long can wc s ta y  b efore i t  becomes too la te ?  How large  
a supply o f  food s h a ll  wo keep on hand, in  case  wc are caught here? How much 
s h a ll  we send to P eip ing  (w ith  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  lo o t in g  th ere )?  Those question s  
are n o t a f f a ir s  o f  s t a t e  to  be su re , but n e v e r th e le s s ,  are r e a l problems o f  
everyday l i v in g .

In the meantime work goes on q u ite  norm ally . Or* Saturday a ftern oon , 
our home i s  sometimes used for th ree  m eetings in  a row. Rob has gone round in  
c ir c le s  try in g  to  keep up w ith  committee m eetin gs, d is tr ib u t io n  o f  r e l i e f ,  se r 
v ic e s  a t  the c i t y  chapel and refu gee  tem p les, and a l l  the other varied  c a l l s  
which come to  a "senior m issionary" . I nave ca rr ied  a much heav ier  teach ing  
schedu le than l a s t  year, but because my c la s s e s  are much la r g e r , I have not been 
a b le  to have so much personal co n ta c t w ith my s tu d en ts , and th a t I r e g r e t . I t  
o cr tr .in ly  has b^en w orthw hile , from our p o in t o f  v iew , to be here th is  f a l l ,b u t  
for  how long no one can t e l l .  I d o n 't know i f  t h is  b i t  from a l e t t e r  o f  a l a s t  
year stu d en t i s  a true exp ression  o f  Chinese op in ion  in  regard to fo r e ig n e r s ,  
but I am sure t h is  i s  s in c e r e .

"At such a c r i s i s  o f  our country for  my teacher s t i l l  in  China, 
to  t a s t e  togeth er  w ith  us i t s  sw eets and b it t e r n e s s ,  th a t I ad
mired deep ly  and th ink".

■/e have t e n ta t iv e  p lans for a Christmas C elebration  with our Yenching 
and P eip in g  American Board fr ie n d s , but the date  has n o t been s e t .  Wherever wc 
arc and whatever we do, we s h a ll  be th in k in g  o f a l l  o f  you w ith g ra titu d e  and 
a f f e c t io n ,  and w ish ing  for you the o ld  Christmas w ish -

"SOD BLESS US EVERY Oi E"

Rev. ..nd Mrs. Robinson are m iss io n a r ie s  o f  the North China M ission o f the  
American Board o f  Commissioners lo r  fo r e ig n  M issio n s, s ta tio n e d  in  Tunghsicn, 
where Mr. Robinson does e v a n g e l is t ic  work w ith  the Peiping-T unghsien  A sso c ia tio n  
o f the North China Rung Li Hui.

This l e t t e r  was d is tr ib u te d  December 14 by the M issions C ouncil, 14 Beacon S t . ,  
Boston 8 , Mass. N o t if ic a t io n  o f  change o f  address should m .ntion  a lso  the 
Robinsons' name.
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