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OPERATION EXIT

When th e  Communists came to  N orth  China in  1948 Mary and I  d ec id ed  t h a t  we did 
n o t  w ant to  g e t  c au g h t p e rm a n en tly  beh ind  any  i r o n ,  or bamboo, c u r t a in ,  b u t we b e
l ie v e d  t h a t  th e r e  would be an  " E x i t” f o r  some tim e to  come and we were w i l l in g  to  
s ta y  and se e  w hat we cou ld  do. A f te r  a y ea r in  T’u n g h s ie n , we d ec id ed  t h a t  i t  was 
n o t  w o rth -w h ile  fo r  th e  Board to  keep us th e re  and we m igh t a s  w e ll go home. When 
we ta lk e d  w ith  th e  m is s io n  s e c r e t a r y ,  he asked  i f  we would be w i l l in g  to  go to  
T ie n ts in  so t h a t  th e  Stow es m igh t move to  Y enching. S ince th e re  seemed to  be more 
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  m iss io n  work in  T ie n ts in  th a n  in  T’u n g h s ie n , and T ie n ts in  was on 
th e  way to  USA, we d ec id ed  to  ta k e  t h a t  s tep*

A f te r  a  y e a r  in  T ie n ts in ,  the d o o rs  had been more and more c lo se d  on oppor
t u n i t y  fo r  m iss io n  work so we d ec id ed  to  go home. The summer was the h o t t e s t  we ev e r 
saw in  C hina, and i t  was p r e t t y  h a rd  on Mary. One n ig h t  in  Septem ber vhen  she had 
a fe v e r  o f  103 d e g re e s ,  and d id n ’t  know w hat she was d o in g , I  d ec id ed  th a t  the time 
had a r r iv e d  to  g e t  g o in g , I  to o k  her to  a h o s p i t a l  in  an  am bulance th e  n e x t m orning , 
where she rem ained  fo r  s ix  d a y s ,  and i t  was some tim e b e fo re  she f e l t  l i k e  pack ing  
up and making th e  t r i p .

In  o rd e r  to  le a v e  China th e se  days one m ust have some b u s in e s s  f irm  a c t  as 
g u a ra n to r  t h a t  you have p a id  your b i l l s  and n o t  b roken  any la w s. The chu rch  member 
vho d id  t h a t  f o r  M iss Lyons l a s t  summer f e l t  t h a t  the an ti-A m eric an  f e e l in g  was so 
te n se  t h a t  he d id  n o t  w ish  to  be our g u a ra n to r .  A nother ch u rch  member was away in  
P ek ing  and we w a ite d  fo r  him  to  r e tu r n .  Then we le a rn e d  t h a t  h i s  f£im  d id n ’ t  l ik e  
to  be g u a ra n to r  b u t  w ould do so  i f  nobody e l s e  w ould . F o r tu n a te ly ,  a n o th e r  f irm  
was w i l l i n g  to  come to  th e  r e s c u e ,  and we g o t th e  n e c e s s a ry  pap er so we oould a p p ly  
fo r  e x i t  p e rm it from  th e  p o l i c e .  They a c c e p te d  our a p p l ic a t io n  and to l d  us to  r e 
tu r n  te n  days l a t e r .  When I  w ent b ack , th e y  s a id  t h a t  th e  p e rm it had n o t been  
g ra n te d  b u t l a t e r  when we a c t u a l l y  had p assage  on th e  Mathew Luckenbach th e  p e rm it 
was g iv e n  and we w ere ab le  to  le a v e .  The U ,S, governm ent a lm o st p re v e n te d  our 
g e t t in g  away by d e c l a r in g  an  embargo on goods to  C hina. I t  looked  f o r  a w h ile  as  
though  our sh ip  would n o t  come.. Then th e  C hinese governm ent r e t a l i a t e d  and would 
n o t l o t  a n y th in g  be sh ip p ed  to  U .S .A , They d id  p e rm it a sm all cargo  o f  p ean u ts  and 
w a ln u t m oats fo r  V ancouver, b u t i t  was o n ly  ab o u t o n e - tw e lf th  o f  a f u l l  cargo so th e  
b o a t was way o u t on th e  w a te r  and e a s i l y  to s s e d  a b o u t.

We had to  go by tu g b o a t dovm th e  r i v e r  from  T ie n ts in  to  t h i s  s h ip ,  b u t i t  was 
a  good day  and we had a warm cab in  w here we co u ld  s i t  and e a t  our lu n c h . I t  took  
us a b o u t seven  h o u rs ,  and we reach ed  tho  Mathew a t  6 P.M.

OPERATION ENTANGLEMENT

As soon a s  we w ere on b o a rd , we w ere t o l d  t h a t  th e  c a p ta in  w anted to  see u s ,  
an d , when wo reac h ed  h i s  o f f i c e ,  he s a id  t h a t  ho was under m i l i t a r y  guard . Chinese 
r i v e r  p o l i c e ,  armed w ith  p i s t o l s  and r i f l e s ,  had come on boarc^  ta k e n  th e  c a p t a in ’ s 
g u n s, s e a le d  th e  sa fe  and r e f u s e d  any  use o f  th e  w i r e le s s .  About tw en ty  policem en 
were l i v i n g  in  p a s s e n g o rs ’ s ta te ro o m s  and th e y  d id n ’ t  in te n d  to  g iv e  thorn A
young C hinese from  th e  custom s had a room which ho gave to  th e  two s in g le  women, and 
th e  c a p ta in  l o t  Mary and me s le e p  in  h is  c a b in  th e  f i r s t  n ig h t .  Some o f  the  p o l ic e  
l e f t  th e  n e x t day , and we g o t  a good ca b in  to  o u r s e lv e s .  There were th re e  bunks, 
b a th ,  t o i l e t  and c l o s e t s  so we were v e ry  c o m fo r ta b le . The re a so n  fo r  ou r g e t t in g  
t h i s  c a b in  was t h a t  one o f  th e  p a s se n g e rs  had b een  p u t in  j a i l  and co u ld  n o t  le a v e  
T io n ts in .

A lthough  th e  p o l ic e  w ere armed and  in  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  s h ip ,  th e y  were Tory 
d e c e n t and some o f  them w ere v ery  g la d  to  t a l k  w ith  us m is s io n a r ie s .  The o f f i c e r s  
s a id  t h a t  th e y  showed a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  a f t e r  we g o t on , and I  am su re  t h a t  th e
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members o f  th e  crew  were g la d  th a t  we had a r r iv e d .  One o f  th e  po licem en  asked  us 
how much an A m erican s o ld ie r  g e ts  a month and d id n ’ t  seem g r e a t ly  im pressed  when we 
to l d  him th a t  an A m erican p r iv a te  g o t $50,00 o r  m ore, a lth o u g h  t h i s  C hinese g o t h is  
fo o d , c lo th e s ,  and tw en ty  c a t t i e s  o f  m i l l e t  (w o rth  l e s s  th a n  $ 1 ,0 0  U ,S .)  a m onth.
Ho has a  w ife  b u t c a n ’ t  s u p p o r t h e r so she l i v e s  a t  th e  home o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  He 
sa id  "7fe a re  n o t  do ing  t h i s  f o r  money b u t  f o r  ’ The P e o p le . ’ ”

We oame aboard  T hursday  ev en in g  and Sunday m orning a t  f iv e  o ’ c lo c k  o th e r 
p a s se n g e rs  a r r iv e d ,  A m iss io n a ry  fa m ily  w ith  a  th re e -m o n th s ’ o ld  baby and a t h r e e -  
y e a r -o ld  so n ,an d  th re e  R u ss ia n  women, had sp e n t fo r ty -o n e  h o u rs  g e t t in g  down from  
T ie n ts in  and had to  t i e  up one n ig h t  w ith  no p la c e  to  s le e p  and v e ry  l i t t l e  fo o d . 
They w ere v e ry  g la d  to  g e t  on t i e  sh ip  even i f  th e y  could  n o t  g e t t h e i r  own o ab in s  
f o r  a day  o r  tw o . On C hristm as d ay  wo had a good p re s e n t  o f  news t h a t  the  s o ld ie r s  
wero a l l  le a v in g .  They w en t and the passen g o r3  g o t t h e i r  c a b in s , Moro oargo oame, 
and f i n a l l y  th e  c le a ra n c e  p a p e rs  so t h a t  we oould  s a i l .  We l e f t  e a r l y  Deoeniber 27 , 
p ro b a b ly  th e  l a s t  Am erican s h ip  to  le av e  Tagu Bar fo r  A m erica, A lthough  we had 
g o t te n  ta n g le d  up w ith  th e  bamboo c u r ta in  wo w ere a t  l a s t  on th e  o u ts id e ,  and d id  
i t  seem good to  be th e r e ]  L i t t l e  d id  we know w hat was ah ead . We le a rn e d  vhen wo 
g o t to  Yokohama fo u r  days l a t e r  t h a t  an  A m erican d e s t r o y e r  had been s e n t  in  our 
d i r e c t i o n  and was w a i t in g  o u ts id e  Chinese w a te r s  t o  go in  and g e t  U3 w ith  a i r  
oover i f  n o o o ssa ry . Tferon’ t  we g la d  t h a t  i t  w asn’ t  n e c e s sa ry ]  Our O p e r a t io n s  
E n tan g lem en t” m igh t have become an in t e r n a t i o n a l  in c id e n t  i f  th e  A m erican d e s tro y e r  
and a i rp la n e s  had a c t u a l l y  ’’in v a d ed ” Chinese w a te r s ,

OPERATION RESCUE

For a  w h ile  we th o u g h t t h a t  we m igh t go from  Yokohama to  O ta ru  to  p ic k  up more 
c a rg o , b u t wo d id n ’ t  go . N e ith e r  d id  we go t any cargo  in  Yokohama, We to o k  on 
w a te r  and fu o l b u t  d id  n o t  d o ck , so we oou ld  n o t  go a s h o re . When we l e f t  Yokohama,
e a r l y  Deoomber 31, Mt. F u ji  p u t on a g rand  s ig h t  f o r  u s .  She was the c l e a r e s t  I
ev er saw h e r and th e  snow came w e ll  dovm h e r  s lo p e s .  A f te r  we l e f t  the h a rb o r ,  th e  
waves began to  g e t  b ig g e r  and b ig g e r  and th e  second n ig h t  ou t i t  was the  ro u g h e s t
I  had e v e r  se e n  on sh ip b o a rd . Some o f the crew  who have been a t  sea  f o r  tw en ty
o r t h i r t y  y e a rs  s a id  t h a t  th e y  n ev er saw i t  w o rse . One o f  the s t e e l  d raw ers i n  our 
d r e s s e r  was i n  th e  form  o f  a w r i t in g  desk and t h a t  w en t sh o o tin g  o u t o f  th e  d r e s s e r ,  
a c ro s s  th e  room and th e n  ra c e d  ab o u t th e  room w ith  a b ig  arm c h a i r ,  I  t r i e d  to  
re scu o  them , b u t ,  a f t e r  a  bump on th e  k n e e , I  d ec ided  t h a t  th e  p la c e  fo r  me m s  in  
the  bunk. We cou ld  h e a r  x h rn i tu r e  and o th e r  lo o se  a r t i c l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d is h e s  in  
th e  g a l le y ,  b e in g  throw n ab->ut a s  though e v e ry th in g  would be b ro k en , I  monagod to  
g e t  dovm to  th e  d in in g  room t h a t  m orning b u t th e  s tew ard  s a id  t h a t  wo w ould n o t g e t  
a n y th in g  b u t b read  and b o ile d  eggs t h a t  d ay . I  to o k  Mary a p ie c e  o f  t o a s t  w hich 
was a l l  she w anted f o r  th e  d ay .

A t b r e a k f a s t  I  le a rn e d  t h a t  we wore n o t  o n ly  hav ing  a rough sea b u t we had r e 
c e iv ed  a d i s t r e s s  c a l l  a t  3 :30  and had gone o u t o f  our course  to  f in d  the  d is t r e s s e d  
s h ip .  She was a  Jap an ese  c o a s t  f r e i g h t e r  o f  a b o u t 2 ,000  to n s  w hich had been blown 
o u t to  se a  and co u ld n ’ t  g e t  b ack . She was b eg in n in g  to  b reak  i n  two and th e  crow 
o f  fo r ty -o n e  men w anted to  be towed o r  ta k e n  o n to  ou r s h ip , Vfe found h e r  b u t th e  
waves wero so b ig  t h a t  we co u ld n ’ t  do an y th in g  fo r  th re e  days and th re e  n ig h t s .  
F in a l ly  on th e  m orning o f  th e  f o u r th  day  th e  c a p ta in  s a id  t h a t  wo would t r y  and g e t 
th e  men o f f .

We had two tw e n ty - th re e - fo o t l i f e b o a t s ,  eaoh  o f  which was supposed to  h o ld  
s i x t y - s i x  p e o p le , b u t ,  s in c e  i t  to o k  fo ru te e n  men to  man one, i t  was d e c id e d  to  
make two t r i p s .  The c a p ta in  c a l le d  fo r  v o lu n te e rs  and i t  was t h r i l l i n g  to  see th e  
hands go u p , many more th a n  were needed . One was th e  b ig ,  b la c k  j o l l y  fe llo w  who 
se rv ed  ou r food  in  th e  g a l le y ;  a n o th e r  was th e  F h i l ip in o  who se rv ed  the c re w  in  
th e  d in in g  room ; and th e  one 'who gave me th e  g r e a t o s t  t h r i l l  was th e  l i t t l o  Chinese 
a s s i s t a n t  cook, A l i t t l o  f e l lo w  whoso c o u n try  had been invaded  by th e  Jap an ese  was 
now t r y in g  to  h e lp  re sc u e  fo r ty -o n e  Japanese  seamen. Our f i r s t  mate had charge o f  
th e  b o a t ,  and ho chose th e  m ost husky ones so the l i t t l e  C hinese and tho  P h il ip in o  
d id n ’ t  g e t  to  go.



d id n * t g e t to  go.

Tho b o a t  low ered  enough f o r  th e  men to  g e t  in  and th e n  a l l  th e  way down to  the  
w a te r ,  which was an y th in g  b u t smooth. Thoro was a  p r o p e l lo r  on th o  l i f e b o a t  w hich 
was tu rn e d  by le v e r s  p u lle d  by s e v e ra l  men and fo u r  b ig  o a rs  p u lle d  by two men e a c h . 
The f i r s t  mate s a t  i n  th e  r e a r  and managed th e  ru d d e r .  Each man wore an orange 
c o lo re d  l i f e  sa v e r  which made a  c o lo r f u l  p ic tu r e  a s  th e y  moved a c ro s s  the  w aves.
Tho Jap an ese  b o a t  had p u t  down ro p e s  and  la d d e r s ,  an d , when a l l  was re a d y ,  men be
gan to  desoend the  la d d e r s ,  When h a l f  o f  them were i n  th e  l i f e b o a t ,  i t  p u t o u t 
fo r  our sh ip  and had to  go to  the f a r th e r  s id e  beoause o f  th e  b ig  w aves, ’7o, to o ,  
had  p u t down ro p e s  and la d d e r s  and when th e  l i t t l e  b o a t  was a lo n g  s id e ,  men caught 
h o ld  o f  la d d e r s  and one by  one clim bed up tho  s id e  o f  the  to s s in g  s h ip .  Most o f  
the men wore in  t h e i r  tw e n tie s ,  b u t  tho  f i r s t  e n g in e e r  was o ld e r  and l a r g e r .  Ho had 
a  h ard  tim e making i t ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  g o t up w here he co u ld  be p u lle d  o ver tho  r a i l  
and th e  l i t t l e  b o a t p u t  o u t to  g e t  the o th e r s .  The second t r i p  was made w ith o u t 
d i f f i c u l t y ,  an d , when a l l  w ere o f f  tho s h ip ,  she  was l e f t  to  s in k  o r  d r i f t  a s  f a t e  
d e c re e d . The waves were so  h ig h  when th e y  g o t a lo n g  s id e  our s h ip  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  
f u e l  o i l  was p u t on th e  w a te r  to  keep  i t  sm ooth. I  o o u ld n * t see t h a t  i t  d id  any 
good and i t  d id  moss up tho ro p e s  so th e y  were more s l ip p e r y  to  h o ld  on t o .  Tho 
c a p ta in  o a l le d  o u t once "H urry up monj y o u * ll m iss your c o f f e e ."  He a ls o  sa id  
"Don*t t r y  to  save th e  l i f e b o a t .  I t  i s  too  rough  to  t r y  and g e t  i t  back  on b o a rd ,"  
A f te r  th e  Japanese  w ere a l l  on b o a rd , our men began to  come u p , and tho l a s t  one 
was th e  f i r s t  mate who had been in  charge o f  th e  r e s c u e .  I  d id n * t see how he eould  
h o ld  tho l i f e b o a t  to  th e  s id e  o f  th e  s h ip  w ith  one hand and ca tch  h o ld  o f  th e  
la d d e r  w ith  th e  o th e r  b u t  ho d id  and we gave him a  g lad  hand a s  he came o ver tho  
r a i l .  I t  was a t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r ie n c e , Thoro was sp le n d id  c o o p e ra tio n  and n o t a 
man was i n ju r e d .  The o n ly  lo s s  was tho  l i f e b o a t  w hich wo h a te d  t o  see  d r i f t i n g  away 
b u t i t  was b e t to r  to  lo s e  t h a t  th a n  a  h an d , arm o r le g  t r y in g  to  g e t i t  on b o a rd .

The Jap an ese  c a p ta in  and c h i e f  e n g in e e r  wore g iv en  a  good room and a te  i n  our 
d in in g  room w h ile  th o  o th e rs  w ere p u t in  a b ig  room and a te  down below , Thoy 
o e r t a in ly  w ere v e ry  g r a t e f u l  and when o ig a r e t t e s  were o f fe re d  to  th e  c a p ta in  he 
s a id ,  "No th an k  you . You have saved ou r l i v o s j  t h a t  i s  eno u g h ."  The c i g a r e t t e s  
w ere p u t i n  h i s  room and I  have no do u b t th o y  were u sed .

Our crew  to o k  up a c o l l e c t io n  f o r  th e  re sc u e d  men and tu rn e d  over to  them 
$200 , w hioh I  th o u g h t was a  v e ry  f in e  g e s tu re  fo r  c i t i z e n s  o f  an  " im p e r ia l i s t i c "  
c o u n try  to  do to  a  oonquered c o u n try . A f te r  we had l e f t  th e  d e s e r te d  sh ip  some 
h o u rs ,  a r a d io  came fTom Yokohama a sk in g  t h a t  wo t r y  to  tow i t  baok, Vfc tu rn e d  
around  and b o fo re  d a rk  had found i t .  Beoause our r a d a r  had gone bad we co u ld  n o t 
keep t r a c k  o f  th e  sh ip  a t  n ig h t  and th e  n e x t m orning i t  was foggy and th o  s h ip  was 
n o t  in  s i g h t .  The waves w ere so  h ig h  i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  to  g o t on board  th e  sh ip  
i f  wo found i t  and a s  wo w ere g e t t in g  low on food we s e n t  a r a d io  to  Yokohama and 
th e y  gave us p e rm is s io n  to  come baok w ith o u t th e  Japanese  s h ip .  Wo had le a rn e d  
by r a d io  t h a t  a  s i s t e r  s h ip ,  th o  Edward Luckobach, had a ls o  p icked  up a d i s t r e s s  
s ig n a l  and had  gone to  th e  sh ip  whioh had boen blown o u t to  s e a .  They t r i e d  to  
tow i t  b u t a f t e r  b re a k in g  two s to o l  c a b le s  gave i t  up and were n o t ab lo  even to  
g e t  th e  men o f f .  We don* t know w hat became o f  them .

On our way back  to  Yokohama we g o t a n o th e r  d i s t r e s s  o a l l  and tu rn e d  around to  
f in d  th e  s h ip ,  Wb saw a l i g h t  t h a t  e v e n in g ,b u t, when we g o t where we oould communi
c a te  w ith  thom,we found t h a t  i t  was a f i s h in g  b o a t and n o t i n  need o f h e lp .  A f te r  
some tim e,w e f i n a l l y  found th e  one in  t r o u b le  and rem ained  w ith  i t  u n t i l  a n o th e r  
Jap an ese  s h ip  came to  i t s  re sc u e  so we Could s t a r t  fo r  Yokohama a g a in . T h is tim e 
we dooked a t  Yokohama and had been  away e le v e n  days so i t  was good to  bo a b le  to  
go a s h o re . We d id n * t know how lo n g  we would be th e r e ,b u t  Mary and I  w ent asho re  
and te le p h o n e d  to  a fT iond in  Tokyo. We a l s o  d id  a  l i t t l e  shopping  and fbund more 
goods i n  th e  s to r e s  th a n  th re e  y e a rs  a g o , o r  evon t e n  y e a rs  ago when tho  China war 
was on . People seemed w e ll  d re s so d  and we wore im pressed  w ith  th e  few men, o r 
women, who wore kim onos. Most p eo p le  wore fo r e ig n  s ty le  c lo th e s .
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A d e le g a t io n  o f  Japanese  m et us a t  th e  dock and p re se n te d  ova* c a p ta in  w ith  a  
b ig  b o u q u e t. P h o to g rap h ers  to o k  p ic tu r e s  and r e p o r t e r s  and o th e r s  had in te rv ie w s  
w ith  our men a b o u t th e  r e s c u e .  Somebody sp e n t a l o t  o f  money h o ld in g  up our sh ip  
so lo n g ,  b u t I  suppose t h a t  in su ra n c e  com panies o r th e  owners o f  th e  re sc u e d  sh ip  
had to  come th ro u g h  w ith  p a r t  o f th e  c o s t ,  a t  l e a s t .

OPERATION TRAGEDY

J a n u a ry  20, two days from V ancouver, we en c o u n te re d  th e  w o rs t s to rm  o f  the  
t r i p ,  an d , w h ile  Mary and I  were s i t t i n g  on a couch in  a passagew ay, th e  sh ip  gave 
a t e r r i b l e  lu r c h  w hich broke th e  f a s te n in g s  o f  th e  couch to  th e  f lo o r .  The couch 
sh o t down th e  s lo p in g  f lo o r ,  an d , when i t  h i t  an o b s ta c le ,  we w ent f ly in g  th ro u g h  
th e  a i r  a g a in s t  a s t e e l  p a r t i t i o n  some f e e t  away. Mary broke bo th  arm s, b ru is e d  
her k n e e s , face  and an k le  and in ju r e d  h e r  s id e s  so th e y  w ere v e ry  p a in f u l .  There 
was no d o c to r ,b u t  a t r a in e d  n u r s e ,  who was w ith  u s ,  and the  p u rs e r  who had had f i r s t  
a id  bandaged up th e  w r i s t  and s id e s  which caused  th e  m ost p a in , I  took  h e r to  a 
h o s p i t a l  i n  V ancouver w here she had an X -ra y , a n e s th e t ic  and had h e r  w r i s t  s e t  and 
p u t in  a c a s t ,  .Then we g o t h e r e ,  H aro ld  had X -rays o f  h e r s id e  and r i g h t  elbow  
and found  no c rack ed  r i b s  b u t  a f r a c tu r e d  e lbow . F o r tu n a te ly ,  i t  does n o t  have to  
be im m o b ilized , W hile i t  i s  bad enough , we r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  m ight have been much 
worse and a re  v e ry  g lad  t h a t  i t  d id n ’ t  come e a r l i e r  in  the t r i p .  L e t us a d v ise  
our f r ie n d s  n ev er to  ta k e  an em pty sh ip  a c ro s s  th e  n o r th  P a c i f i c  in  th e  w in te r  tim e .

OPERATION ELEVATION

life l e f t  Vancouver J a n u a ry  24 a t  1 a .m , and reac h ed  P o r t la n d ,  O regon, th e  n e x t 
d ay . A ccord ing  to  some r u l e ,  we w ere t o l d ,  we m ust g e t  o f f  a t  th e  f i r s t  p o r t  o f  
la n d in g  in  th e  c o u n try , even  though our t i c k e t s  re a d  San F ra n c is c o . We d ec id ed  to  
take  th e  "highw ay” from th e r e  and boarded  a p lane  a t  2 :37  th a t  a f te rn o o n . We had 
to  go up th ro u g h  some c lo u d s , b u t ,  when v/e g o t up 16,000 f e e t ,  i t  was c le a r  and 
th e re  was some w onderfu l sc e n e ry  below  and beyond. S o f t ,  f le e c y  c louds f i l l e d  the  
v a l l e y s ,  b u t  above the  c lo u d s  th e re  were m a je s t ic  snow covered  m ountains and some 
o f  th e  way we co u ld  see th e  ground d i r e c t l y  below  u s . I t  was Mary’ s f i r s t  f l i g h t  
and she th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  i t .  We s e n t  H aro ld  a te le g ra m  from  P o r t la n d ,  and he 
w ith  J u l i e  and th e  th re e  c h i ld r e n  met us a t  O akland a t  5 :1 5 , Three g ra n d c h ild re n  
whom we had n e v e r  seen  made a "g rand" end ing  to  our e v e n tfu l  jo u rn e y .

OPERATION RETROSPECT

Now t h a t  we a re  o u t  o f  China we f e e l  f r e e  t o  t a l k  and w r i te  w ith o u t f e a r  t h a t  
some p o licem an , o r  c e n s o r ,  may ta k e  us to  t a s k .  We s t i l l  f e e l  t h a t  we a re  too  
n e a r  th e  trem endous fo rc e s  t h a t  a re  o p e ra t in g  th e re  to  know w hat th e y  a r e ,  o r  to  
u n d e rs ta n d  t h e i r  m eaning. W hile we did n o t  p e r s o n a l ly  s u f f e r  p h y s ic a l ly ,  i t  was 
n o t  p le a s a n t  l i v i n g  in  such an a tm o sp h ere . The "Oppose A merica and Help Korea" 
cam paign has  been  c a r r i e d  on w ith  g r e a t  fo rc e  r e c e n t ly ,  and we were s u r p r is e d  t h a t  
the  common p eop le  rem ained  so f r i e n d l y  tow ards u s . In  f a c t  i t  seened  a t  tim es  t h a t  
th e y  w ent o u t o f  t h e i r  way to  show th a t  th e y  wore f r i e n d l y .  People gave us t h e i r  
s e a ts  in  p u b lic  b u se s . M erchants seemed s u rp r is e d  to  le a r n  t h a t  A m ericans were 
s t i l l  t h e r e ,  b u t  th e y  seemed p le a se d  t h a t  we had n o t l e f t .  Even th e  po licem en  were 
f r i e n d l y ,  an d , when I  g o t our e x i t  p e rm it ,  th e  p o lic e  o f f i c e r  who gave i t  to  me 
s a id ,  "T h is i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  has n o th in g  to  do w ith  you p e r s o n a l ly .  When you 
g e t to  A m e r ic a , te l l  th e  American peop le  t h a t  th e  C hinese people a re  s t i l l  t h e i r  
f r i e n d s . "  I  b e l ie v e  t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t  so , and a l l  th e  s i l l y  a t te m p ts  to  b u i ld  up 
h a tre d  tow ards " I m p e r i a l i s t i c  A m erica" by c a r to o n s ,  r a d io ,  n ew sp ap ers , p u b lic  m eet
in g s ,  p la y s  and o th e r  d e v ic e s  have n o t changed th e  th in k in g ,  or f e e l i n g ,  o f  most 
C h inese .

For w eeks th e re  was a  cam paign to  g e t  p eop le  t o  s ig n  th e  s o - c a l l e d  Stockholm  
Peace A pp ea l, and o f  co u rse  peop le  a re  in  fa v o r  o f  peace and some s ig n e d  a s  many 
tim e s  a s  th e y  w ere asked  to  do. Churches jo in e d  th e  cam paign and a t  l e a s t  one p a s to r  
announced from  th e  p u l p i t  t h a t  church  members shou ld  s ig n  up "even i f  you have s igned  
b e f o r e ."  Then th e re  was a oampaign to  g e t  young peop le  t o  s ig n  up f o r  " v o lu n te e r in g "  
to  go t o  Korea to  oppose th e  "Am erican A g g re s so rs ,"  So s u c c e s s fu l  was t h i s  oampaign 
t h a t  young h ig h  sohool g i r l s  h i t  th e  saw dust t r a i l  w ith  t e a r s  in  t h e i r  e y e s , 
and t h e i r  p a re n ts  w ent when th ey  le a rn e d  w hat t h e i r  d a u g h te rs  had dons#



D octo rs and n u rse s  a ls o  " v o lu n te e re d ” fo r  th e  f r o n t  and C h r is t ia n  lo a d e r s  p u b li tb e d  
" m a n ife s to s "  condemning " I m p e r i a l i s t i c  A m erica" and a g re e in g  to  fo llo w  th e  g r e a t  
peace a d v o c a te , Jo sep h  S ta l i n .  They ag reed  to  su p p o rt th e  P e o p le ’ s Government and 
p u t on a  cam paign to  make th e  C hinese church  in d e p e n d e n t, s e l f - s u p p o r t in g  and s o l f -  
p ro p a g a t in g ,  w hich i s  f in e  i f  " s e l f "  d id n ’t  have a d o u b le  m eaning, an  u p sid e  down 
m eaning. T o t a l i t a r i a n  governm ents know o n ly  one " s e l f . "

L a s t  jrear we w ere ab le  to  do c o n s id e ra b le  r e l i e f  work fo r  ou r church  people in  
th e  c o u n try  b u t a few  m onths ago we were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  r e l i e f  and s o c ia l  work 
m ust be u n i t e d ,  and t h a t  means under governm ent c o n t r o l .  The c la s s  o f  g i r l s  whom 
we ta u g h t to  weave c lo th  and t o  whom we gave C h r is t i a n  i n s t r u c t i o n  hoped t h a t  th e y  
m ig h t r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  and e a rn  a l i v i n g  by t h e i r  new s k i l l .  They fbund 
t h a t  was n o t p o s s ib le .  They needed loom s,and , a lth o u g h  th e  m iss io n  would lo a n  them 
money t o  p u rchase  lo o m s,th o  governm ent would n o t p e rm it i t .  F o re ig n  money was a 
p a r t  o f  tho  c u l t u r a l  im p e r ia l ism . L a s t y e a r  C hinese p a s to r s  co u ld  v i s i t  v i l l a g e  
o h u rch o s , f in d  o u t who was in  need and enoourage tho  dow nhearted  C h r is t i a n s .  This 
y e a r  the p a s to r s  found t h a t  i t  was b e s t  n o t  t o  v i s i t  th e  c o u n try  ch u rch e s . I f  th e y
d id , th e y  vrero su sp e c te d  o f  b e in g  a o tiv o  in  some "spy" work and th e  p eop le  whom they
v i s i t e d  w ere m o les ted  so much t h a t  th e y  p r e f e r r e d  n o t to  have ihe  p a s to r s  come. 
C hurches wero to l d  t h a t  th e y  should  be in d e p en d en t b u t p eop le  were ta x e d  so h e a v i ly ,  
and had to  c o n t r ib u te  t o  so  many c a u s e s ,  t h a t  th e y  had no money to  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  
ch u rch . Sven th e  fa rm ers  to  whom we made r e l i e f  lo a n s  w ere " r e l ie v e d "  o f  so much 
o f  t h e i r  orop t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  re p a y  tho  lo a n  a lth o u g h  we knew a t  th e  tim e th e
lo a n  was made t h a t  p ro b a b ly  m ost o f  th o  money w ould n o t  come baok .

J u s t  b e fo re  we l o f t  T ie n ts in  A m erican money was " f ro z e n "  and we d on ’t  know how 
m is s io n a r ie s  and C h r is t i a n  w orkers  who a re  p a id  w ith  fo r e ig n  funds have boon a b le  
to  l i v e .  P erh ap s money cou ld  be exchanged th ro u g h  Hong Kong, Some o f  th e  church  
w ork ers  wore hop ing  t o  le a r n  c lo th  w eaving w ith  th e  g i r l s  who wero b e in g  ta u g h t 
and e a rn  a l i v in g  t h a t  w ay. When I  ask ed  somo o f  them  v h a t  I  shou ld  t e l l  C h r is t ia n s  
in  Amerioa th o y  s a id ,  " T e l l  them t h a t  wc s h a l l  c o n tin u e  to  c a r r y  on tho work o f the 
church  w h eth er th e r e  a re  any  m is s io n a r ie s  o r  any funds from A m erica ,"  The Chinese 
C h r i s t i a n  le a d o rs  a re  c e r t a i n l y  in  a to u g h  s p o t ,  b u t  i t ’ s n o t  tho  f i r s t  tim e t h a t  
C h r is t i a n s  have boon i n  suoh a  c r i s i s .  We who have sown -the seed a rc  g r ie v e d  to  sec 
th e  h a rv e s te d  g r a in  on th e  th r e s h in g  f lo o r  a t  a  tim e when a h u r r ic a n e  i s  in  th e  a i r .
Wo knew t h a t  th o ro  w ould be c h a f f  and im mature w h e a t, b u t  even some o f  th e  good g ra in  
w i l l  be c a r r i e d  away in  such a  w ind . We b e l i e v e ,  how ever, t h a t  th e re  w i l l  be 
s u f f i c i e n t  good g r a in  l e f t  f o r  a  new c ro p ,

OPERATION PROSPECT
As wo tu r n  our th o u g h ts  from th o  p a s t  tow ards tho fu tu re ,w e  co n fe ss  t h a t  we can 

soo o n ly  th ro u g h  a g la s s  d a rk ly .  P erhaps some o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  on t h i s  b o a t w i l l  
h e lp  t o  c l a r i f y  th o  v iew . Here i s  one o f  them* th o  n ig h t  o f  tho  f i r s t  b ig  s to rm  
when th e  sh ip  was b e in g  shaken  l i k e  a  baby ’ s r a t t l e  (somo r a t t l e J ) ,  one o f  th e  
R u ss ia n  women p a s se n g e rs  was so b ad ly  shakon up and f r ig h te n e d  th a t  she l e t  o u t a 
scream . A m iss io n a ry  in  an a d jo in in g  room hoard  h e r  and th o u g h t t h a t  ho should  see 
i f  he oou ld  bo o f  h o lp .  He co u ld n ’ t  gp t h i s  p a n ts  on s ta n d in g  up so ho s a t  down on 
th o  f l o o r .  Even th e n  he had a h a rd  tim e fo r  ho w ent sh o o tin g  around th e  f lo o r  b u t 
f in a l ly c o m p lc to d  t h a t  " o p e r a t io n ."  Whon ho g o t in to  th e  h a l l ,h o  found an o th o r 
R u ss ia n  woman, a  oabinm ate o f  th e  one who had scream ed, s i t t i n g  on th e  couch whore 
Mery and I  wore when she g o t h u r t .  Tho woman was hang ing  on to  th e  arm o f tho  co u ch , 
h e r  faoe drawn w ith  f e a r  and in  h e r  l im i te d  E n g lis h  sho sh o u to d , "E v ery th in g  f i n i s h j "  
L a te r  o v o n ts  p roved  t h i s  to  bo an  e x a g g e ra te d  prono uncem  n t .  Even as  she spoke th e  
s h ip  was engaged in  an  a c t  o f  " s a lv a t io n ."  Vfe were s ta n d in g  by to  t a k e 'th e  41 men 
ffom  tho Jap an ese  s h ip . To an  " u n b e l ie v e r " ,  or to  a  Communist b e l i e v e r ,  i t  may seem 
t h a t  "E v e ry th in g  f i n i s h "  i s  a f i t  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  tho  C h r is t ia n  ohuroh in  China. Such 
i s  n o t th o  c a s e . M is s io n a r ie s  may have a  h a rd  tim e keep ing  t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p a n ts  
on , and th o y  may g e t  pushed around  in  ways th e y  d o n ’ t  l i k e ,  b u t i t ’ s to o  e a r l y  to  
e v a lu a te  th e  r e s u l t s  o f th o  sto rm  in  China on tho church  t h e r e .  Tho s i t u a t i o n  i s  
f a r  from h o p e le s s .  There a re  many s ig n s  o f  a newness o f  L ife  among C hinese C h r is t ia n s
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So long  a s  money from  A m erica oan bo r e c e iv e d  i t  shou ld  bo s e n t .  A f te r  t h a t ,  and 
even  b o fo rc ,  l o t  us p ray  as we hnvo n ev er p rayed  b o f j r e .  P ray  fo r m is s io n a r ie s  
who a re  s t i l l  t t o r e  and w ant to  g o t away. P ray  fo r  th o se  who decide  t o  s ta y  a s  long  
a s  p o s s ib o . P ray  fo r  th e  C hinese C h r is t i a n  l e a d e r s .  P ra y  fo r  th e  poople in  th e  
Pooplo*s G overnm ent. Thoro i s  s t i l l  much need fo r  th e  work of " s a lv a t io n "  in  C hina. 
God and tho C hinese C h r is t i a n s  can c a r r y  on t h a t  work w ith o u t our p re se n c e . Thank 
Him fo r  h av ing  p e rm itte d  us to  havo a  sh are  in  th e  g r o a t  work t h a t  has  a l r e a d y  boon 
acco m p lish ed .

As fo r  our own f u tu r e ,  t h a t  too  i s  very i n d i s t i n c t .  The A m erican Board s e n t  
word to  China t h a t  th o so  o f  us who aro  62 or moro may r o t i r o  noW i f  wo so d o s i r c .  
Mary and I  don*t w ant to  be p u t on a s h e l f  j u s t  y o t and we hopo t h a t  wo may bo ab le  
to  f in d  some l i t t l e  c o rn e r  where th e re  i s  w ork th a t  we can  do w hich  w i l l  be o f 
valuo t o  somebody. We s h a l l  hopo to n ea r fTom many o f  you, A t p r e s e n t  wo oro w ith  
H aro ld  and J u l i e ,  60 B rad ley  Road, Vfalnut Crook, C a l i f o r n ia ,  L a te r  we o x poct to  
go e a s t ,  v i s i t  J a r e s  and E l iz a b e th  and o th e r  r e l a t i v e s  and f r ie n d s ,

Mary u s u a l ly  adds a  " p o s t s c r ip t "  to  tho  Chimes b u t she a sk s  mo to  send hor 
g r e e t in g s .  I t ' s  to o  l a t e  f o r  C hris tm as and New Year b u t C hinese New Year h a sn * t 
come y e t ,  I  b e l ie v e  i t  comes ab o u t F o b ru a ry  6 t h i s  y e a r .  May i t  bo a y e a r  o f  
b le s s in g  t o  our f r io n d s  in  C h ina , and to  a l l  who a re  in t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  and 
w o n d erfu l la n d ,

H arold  W. R obinson

Mr. and M rs. R obinson  aro  m is s io n a r ie s  o f  tho  N orth  China M ission  o f  th e  American 
Board o f  Com m issioners f o r  F o re ig n  M is s io n s , s ta tio n ed  in T io n t3 in  where th o y  have 
been do in g  g e n e ra l e v a n g e l i s t i c  and r o l i e f  and r e c o n s t r u c t io n  w ork.
T h is  l o t t e r  was d i s t r i b u t e d  by th e  M issions C o u n c il, 14 Bcaoon S t r e e t ,  Boston 8 , 
M ass. N o t i f i c a t io n  o f  change o f a d d re s s  sh o u ld  a lso  m en tion  th e  R obinsons* namo*


