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WINTER WEATHER.

We claim no credit for having correctly preiiotated in the Winter Number of the
Chimes that winter was upon us;a blind man could have done that.Our expectations have
been realised,and,sofar,we have not had much reason for complaining about the "weather".
As a matter of fact the physical winter was the mildest we have seen in China.lce was
only about eight inches think on the Luho pond,whereas it usually gets to be more than
a foot thick.We didn’t put up any but the Luho School borrowed our ice house and put in
what they had sowe now have some to use.

But to get back to the psychological winters The Nationalist army withdrew

from T’unghsien December 14 and the Connnunists oafcre in thenext day without having to
fire a single shot.This left the city with nobody in oharge for a whole day.The police left
with the army .prisoners in the jail were set free and city gates were left open and un-
guarded, «i.'here was a little looting but our mission compound escaped with no disturbance
whatever.

Ethel Lovatt and | did not leave but Mary went with the rest of the foreigners
and many Chinese leaders to Peiping when it looked as if there might be fighting here.
Our schools closed but the hospital kept going and we took care of soldiers from both
armies,aa well as civilians.Soon after the Communists came t ey asked us to reopen the
schools and we tried to do so but it was difficult to gel®in touch with many students so
there weren't many in classes before the winter vacation.December 23 Margaret Barnes and
Bill Satterthwaite walked to T'unghsien from Peiping so there were four of us foreigners
to celebrate Christmas and New Years.For a while it looked as if the foreigners and
Chinese who left T’unghsien for Peiping had jumped from the frying pan into the fire.
There was no fighting here but for a while Peiping was besieged and shells dropped in-
side the city walls,wounding and killing some people.Jn good Chinese style a compromise
was finally agreed upon and a joint government carried on in Peiping until the National-
ist soldiers could get out aad the Communists go in. | went to Peipj*g on my bicycle
January 25 and Mary came back in a three-wheel ricksha with me February 3.Other foreign-
ers came later and we have made several trips to Peiping,though we must always get written
permission from the police,ttnd they have not always granted our requests.

FROZEN MISSIuUN AM IES

One of the first notices which our Liberators posted was that they would protect

foreigners.We had to register witjwlthe polio© and they have kept very close tabs on us.
Ethel Lovatt and Margaret Barnes got permission to go to Peiping some months ago and
when they tried to fceturn they found that they must have a written permission from the
police in T'unghsien.This they could not get and it was two months before thfey were able
to get back.Elmer Galt tried many times to get permission to go to Paoting to get his
household things but he was never granted that permission.His daughter Edith,because she
was connected with UNICEF,was permitted to go but not her parents.Our four women mission-
aries in Shansi have not left their province.They might be able to come out but they
were afraid they would not be permitted to return.Helen Dizney who has charge of Public
Health work in Tientsin, T'unghsien and Peiping has been here once or twice but recently
she ha s been refused permission to come to T'unghsien.The Leipers asked for permission
to move to Peiping and it was a month’before they got permission.When their goods were
all loaded on a truck the police came and made than unload everything.They had to open
a lot of things and the police examined things very carefully .What they expected to find
we have no idea but evidently they didn't find it.The Truck Ciiaeout before breakfast but

they didn’t get started for Peiping until 6:30 P.Il.That was just a few days ago .Mary
and | hopetogo to Yenohing for a few days a little later but we wonder how long it will
take fo r us to get permission

FROIBN MW I»,

When the Liberators came they brought their own money but we had no way of gettiUS
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any of it exc*tjffcaS the little which we got from exchanging the Nationalist money at a very
low rate.Until Peiping was liberated there was no way of getting money from the mission
treasurer.We had a good supply of food on hand and got along withOftEney for some time .Then

one of the churcfc members loaned us some corn which we could exchange for other comnodities.
We also had a good supply of coal in the foreign houses and were able to exchange some of
that for money with which to buy things that we needed,pay servants etc.Soon after Peiping wai
liberated the new government set a rate for exchanging foreign dollars a id we have had no
difficulty getting money since.The price of food and other o<mmodities has greatly inorease<
in terms of Communist money.Grain is now several times what it was when thejr Liberators cam*
They don't seen: to be able to control such things afl*from what we hear from Shanghai there
is a*mftfftet for American dollars considerably higher than the official rate.The Isst | knew
that was 1500 Communist dollars for 41«00 U.S.C. It takes pretty severe winter weather to

keep such volatile materials as money from flowing from one person to a other.

FROZEN MAILS.

For some weeks after our Liberation we had no foreign mail and none was sent

from here.Then it became possible to send some to Shanghai where a friend forwarded it

to America .Now and then a few letters and magazines came from America.The latest we
have had were written in April and May but there must be many which were written earlier whiol
we have not received yet.We keep sending them to the Peiping postoffice and hope that sooner
or later they will reach their destination.Uur Christmas packages were pn the way six or
seven mont hs but that is partly due to the shipping strikes in America.lt is always a

great joy to get Christmas packages from Amerioa but after waiting so long this year the
thrills were greater than ever.Thank you all for having such faith in communications.So
far as we know everything came through.and what a fine selootion we had.It was the long-
est Christmas season we have ever known.

FRpzai mi;ids

The new regime under which wo live not only tries to control people,prices and
practices,it also attempts oontrol of all thinking.College graduates must attend training
CpUrses before they oan get jobs and teachers must be given the proper traSning if they
are to oontinue their work.So far we foreigners have not been required to take suoh train-
ing but we don’t know what the future may be like.

WINTER ACTIYITI ES»

Our mission schools have recently finished their first semesters under the new
Regime, A few days ago entrance examinations were given for students who want to oome to
school this falllAbout 1200 took examinations for entranoe to Luho but the school does
not intend to ta ke more than about 200.He had over 700 in that school last term and it was
too many .Over 100 graduated from the Higher Middle School.Mary and | taught Knglish in
the two upper classes and she also had olasses at the Goodrich School for Girls.l also had
an tnglish Clufc twice a week which was organized by a fine group of students who really
wanted to study English.1 also had two Bible olasses which were taught partly in Chinese
and ,-artly in tnglish.There were may meetings whicht eachers and students had to attend and
much time was spent in "getting organized" into all sorts of groups.Many of our students

left school and took up work with the Communists.A few of them have come back to us.

Both of our ohurches have had Sunday services but the attendance has been small
and there has been no Sunday School work.While the government advertises ‘religious freedom"

t it very definitely discourages people from attending church services and many of the
chi roh me mbers feel that it is well not to displease the new authorities.

Our mission hospital has kept open all the time,though there have not been many
patients most of he time.Dr.Chang,who was there for over twenty years finally resigeri
and is now on a retirement basis.Dr.S' ,the young doctor who car.o to us last year#is doing
well witfr the medical end of the hospital and Mr.Wang Hsueh Jen.who was out pastor in Taiku,

Shansi.for many years is acting as hospital superintendent.

UNICfF QOMRS TO T’UNGHSIEN.

Those of you who know this compound willbe interested to know that the NCAS
buildings are now being used by the United Nations International Childrens Emergency

Fund people .They also have the Hunter house,except the annex where *thel Lovutt lives



fbr a store-house .There are fire freight oar loads of materials which came from USA
for wuse in North China.

Beginning July 15 UNICuF will h&ve a training school for Public Health workers.
Ldith Galt and sabel Xemingway of our mission and Dr.MoPhail from Canada.will teach in
this school.Boys and girls will be given three-months training and then will go out into
nearby vi llages to put their skill to work.Dr. loesser,formerly of Stanford University,
is in charge of the UNICFF work in North China and has his headquarters in Peiping.He
comes down now and thon and we are glad to have the buildings used for this work.If
they ivere er. pty it would be hard to keep soldiers out of them and we prefer the LNICLF
peop le.

CHANGE IN TU NGhbIKN FOREIGN PERSONNEL.

I have already mentioned the fact that the Leipers have moved back to
Peiping and that two of our Amorioan Board Nurses are coming to live here.The big item
for us is t hat the Robinsons are to move to Tientsin.The Stowes are goSng to Yenohing
whiohltaves Tientsin with no f reign family in our station there.At present there is
very little church work that oan be done here and restrictions are muoh less effective
in Tien tsin.We hate to leave this beautiful compound for the cnwiftTuh# at Tientsin is
not at all attractive but if there is need for us at Tientsin we are willing to go.At
present we expect to move towards the end of August and hope that there will not be too
muoh delay because of the local politoe..

NO VIKATH KR PREDICTIONS.

Some of our friends like Dr.T.C.Chao and Robbins Strong have expressed their
opinions in the Christian Century aboutthe future of the Christian church in China.We
still prefer to keep our prognastioations ijg*jold storage.We are too near the scene to
be able to see very clearly t"e forces that, operating around us.There is so imch "tares "
with the"wheat" that we prefer to wait a while to estimat what the harvest really is.
We have been impressed with the enthusiasm that the Liberators have been able o instill inti
so ma. y people but we wonder if there won’t be a lot of disillusion later.We have been
favoraly impressed with the discipline and willingness to sacrifice among he Communist
soldi ers and other workers.Thoir propag anda idealsare excellentWe try to keep our
minds open and hope that many of he ideals may be realized.The Communists have invited
some Chinese Christian leaders to wofk with than in Peiping helping to adjust relation-
ships b etween the government and the church.l know two of those Christian leaders.one is
a member of our Congrogati®onal church in Peiping.He has been a Y.k.C.A. secretary for man
years and has done an excellent work with speaking,writintfand working with r young peo-'
pie.He was one of he Chinese delegates to the Paris Peace Conference a few months ago.Be-
©aus e the Communists refuse to recognise foreign consuls the delegates did not apply for
visas on their passports and when hey got to France the French naturally would not let
them enter the couuntry.l believe a few were permitted but most of hem had to go to
Czechosl*vahia where they had a meeting.l heard our Congregational delegate speak in our
Peiping chvr chafter he returned and wasvery glad to have had the opportunity .He remind-
ed us that a New China is being bornandsaid that there will be a place for the Christ-
ian church whatever kfnd of government China has.He also said that the church need not
be afra id of outside enemies.The enemies are within.Unless we can put our Christian teaohin
into practice the ohur oh cannot exoect tosurvive.l agreed with him but probably it was
the OId Jevil who suggested to me that this applies to the Communists,as weil as to the
Chr.i stians.Unle ss they can put their ideals into practice they cannot expect to survive.
We and they ure in the same boat in that respectWe have 1900 years of history back of
us .which of cour se is no guarantee that we have that amount of time ahead of us.rfe
have met othe r crises and have adjusted ourselves to new oonditons in the past.l be-
lieve th at we are f ortunate to havean opportunity to remain here and oarry on our work,
even though it is restricted.l hope<ndpray that we may measure up to the challenge.
| believe that we ha ve uade a good impression with our Christian schools and in some
other worMJk"There is no dofcbt that the Communists need help from outside.lf they think
that the” use t_he ohuroh and then oast us out when they have finished with us they
may be able to do so.Again they cay fjyd that there is more in the world than economic

and political forces.Vie humbly L Se p*tient remembering that "they also serve
who only st*nd and wait."
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