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R e lea sed  by Mary S. R obinson

I  have two p u rp o se s  in  send ing  o u t th e se  echoes from  C hina, which I  have 
c o l le c te d  from  l e t t e r s  o f  th e  E d i to r  o f  The C hinese Chimes, and f r i e n d s ;  and 
from  b u l l e t i n s  w hich have come to  me from  v a r io u s  so u rc e s . I  shou ld  l i k e  to  
sh a re  w ith  you b i t s  o f  news which do n o t g e t in to  th e  new spapers, and to  c a l l  
to  your a t t e n t i o n  th e  u rg e n t need f o r  c i v i l i a n  r e l i e f  in  C hina . We a re  inform ed 
abou t th e  bom bings and b loody  b a t t l e s ,  b u t we le a r n  l i t t l e  o f  th e  a f te rm a th , 
which o f te n  i s  more h o r r ib le  th a n  w ar. The c o n d it io n  o f m i l l io n s  o f  in n o cen t 
c i v i l i a n s  i s  d e s p e ra te  and we in  A m erica seem so unconcerned .

NEWS FROM CHINA
t

The fo llo w in g  p a ra g ra p h s  a re  from  a  l e t t e r  from  Rob from  Techow. He must 
have s e n t th e  same r e p o r t  to  th e  N a tio n a l  C h r is t i a n  C ouncil in  S hanghai, f o r  
i t  was b ro a d c a s t from  th e r e  on A p r i l  28, and came to  me a few  days ago in  a 
F o re g in  M iss io n s  C onference B u l l e t i n .

" I  have v i s i t e d  some o f o u r ch u rch es  in  th e  c o u n try  and have been to  some 
o f  th e  v i l l a g e s  n e a r  h e re  where s o ld ie r s  l iv e d  and fo u g h t.  I t  i s  a s o r ry  s ig h t  
and I  m arve l a t  th e  calm ness w ith  w hich th e  v i l l a g e r s  have met th e  c a la m ity  
which h a s  o v e rta k en  them. In  one v i l l a g e  th e  v i s i t i n g  army had burned  th e  
d o o rs , windows, f u r n i t u r e ,  farm  im plem ents, and o th e r  a r t i c l e s ;  had e a te n  and 
d e s tro y e d  la rg e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  g r a in ,  and p re v e n te d  th e  h a rv e s t in g  o f  c ro p s , 
and had ta k e n  away m ost o f th e  farm  an im a ls  and c a r t s .  I  went th ro u g h  home 
a f t e r  home v/here th e re  i s  n o th in g  l e f t  b u t the  empty s h e l l .  When I  asked i f  
th e y  had any p ig s  o r  c h ic k e n s  th e  v i l l a g e r s  b u r s t  in to  a la u g h . To them i t  
sounded r id i c u lo u s  even to  a sk  i f  any p ig s  o r  c h ick en s  had escaped  th e  in v a d e rs .

" In  a n o th e r  h s ie n  c i t y  I  saw s im i la r  c o n d i t io n s .  When we a r r iv e d  n o t 
even a food  shop had opened . We were a b le  to  buy shao p in g , to u  fu  and f r i e d  
ca k e s , so we made o u t a su p p e r. The n e x t day food shops opened and we were 
among th e  f i r s t  cu s to m ers . In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  u s u a l  damages, a s t r i p  o f  
b u i ld in g s  from  th e  e a s t  c i t y  w a ll  to  th e  w est c i t y  w a ll was co m p le te ly  d e s tro y e d . 
About 35 homes were n o th in g  b u t a heap o f r u in s .  Some o f them were f i r s t  burned 
and a l l  o f  them  had th e  w a lls  r a z e d .  I  saw one man who had re tu rn e d  and w ith  
some o th e r s  was t r y i n g  to  c le a n  up th e  d e b r is  w hich fo rm e rly  was h i s  home. He 
was a man o f  means and had abou t 80 ch ien  fan g  tz u .  Not a  w a ll was l e f t  s ta n d ­
in g , n o t a  b i t  o f wood was to  be seen . Even th e  s to n e  fo r  g r in d in g  g r a in ,  
w hich was in  th e  y ard  was c ra c k e d , so g r e a t  was th e  h e a t when th e  b u i ld in g s  
were bu rned . He l o s t  abou t $600 w orth  o f  w heat.

" I  v i s i t e d  one ch u rch  where th e  la y - l e a d e r  gave an 'a d d r e s s  o f  welcome* 
in  w hich he s a id  th a t  a few  m onths ago th e  chu rch  was dead . The m is s io n a r ie s  
had a l l  l e f t  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try , and th e re  was no C hinese e v a n g e l i s t ;  
f o r e ig n  s o ld ie r s  were l i v i n g  in  th e  chu rch  and b u rn in g  up th e  f u r n i t u r e ,  and 
many o f  the  church  members had f l e d  f o r  some p la c e  o f  s a f e ty .  The s p e a k e r 's  
h e a r t  was heavy in d e ed , b u t l a t e r  a l e t t e r  had come w hich changed h i s  whole 
o u tlo o k  on l i f e .  I t  to ld  him th a t  even though th e  m is s io n a r ie s  w ere no t p re s e n t  
in  body, th e y  had no t f o r g o t te n  t h e i r  C hinese f r i e n d s .  Then came a l e t t e r  
say in g  t h a t  P a s to r  L and I would a c t u a l l y  v i s i t  t h e i r  ch u rch . I t  was l i k e  
h e a r in g  r a i n  a f t e r  a  lo n g  d ro u g h t, l i k e  le a r n in g  th a t  th e  d o c to r  i s  coming



when one i s  v e ry  s ic k ,  l i k e  g e t t in g  a  new p a i r  o f le g s  when one i s  a c r ip p le .
"Of co u rse  one h a s  to  d is c o u n t some o f  t h i s  a s  o v erdone , b u t i t  was 

n o t mere words o f  th e  l i p s .  I t  came from  th e  h e a r t ,  and o u r whole s e rv ic e  
was f u l l  o f  deep s p i r i t u a l  c o n te n t .  The ch u rch  members had wept when th e y  
f i r s t  came to  th e  church  a f t e r  i t  had been occu p ied  by th e  s o ld i e r s ,  b u t they  
c le a n e d  th e  p la c e , r a i s e d  some money, e le c te d  o f f i c e r s  in c lu d in g  some la y -  
le a d e r s ,  and had a rran g ed  f o r  a church  member to  l i v e  in  th e  p ro p e r ty .  The 
c o n d it io n  o f th e  chu rch  w hich a few m onths ago was dead i s  now b e t t e r  th a n  
e v e r ,  th e  le a d e r  s a id .  Were i t  n o t f o r  such e v id e n c e s  o f grow th from  the  
h a rd s h ip s  t h a t  peop le  have gone th ro u g h  and a re  going  th ro u g h , i t  would be a 
d is c o u ra g in g  s i tu a t io n  which su rro u n d s  u s .  T here a re  so many needs t h a t  one 
h a rd ly  knows where to  b e g in  n o r how to  s e rv e . We a re  s t a r t i n g  a t r a i n in g  c l a s s  
f o r  lay-m en n e x t Monday which w i l l  l a s t  a m onth.

"We have opened th e  Academy in  which th e re  a re  about 70 s tu d e n ts ,  in c lu d ­
in g  13 g i r l s .  One o f  th e  g i r l s  w alked 20 m ile s  to  g e t  h e re ,  and o th e r s  came 
n e a r ly  as  f a r  on f o o t .  Most o f them have to  be h e lped  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  and one 
boy reach ed  sch o o l w ith  h i s  f a th e r  w ith o u t even money f o r  one m ea l. They had 
fo rm e rly  been  w e ll - to -d o  and u s u a l ly  p la n t  about 80 mu o f  w heat. There were 
20 members in  th e  fa m ily , and t h e i r  home was d e s tro y e d  by f i r e .  The f a t h e r  
and son have no id e a  o f  what h a s  become o f  th e  o th e r s .

From Rob’ s Most R ecen t L e t t e r ,  D ated A p r il  24
"Today I  was to ld  by a  man who h a s  been o u t so u th  o f  h e re  fo r  a few days 

th a t  an army o f  about 400 l e f t  h e re  in  au to  t r u c k s  l a s t  Monday o r  Tuesday 
and w ent a lo n g  th e  m otor ro a d  to w ard s E n s ie n . When th e y  came to  a p la c e  where 
th e  ro ad  had been made im p a ssa b le , th e y  pun ish ed  th e  v i l l a g e  by cannonading i t .  
E ig h t p eo p le  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded. At E n sien  th e y  d id  more cannonading and 
burned  abou t 40 homes. More th a n  20 were k i l l e d  th e r e .  From th e re  th e y  went 
to  Huang Hu Yeh and P ’ in g  Yuan, betw een which th e  ra i lw a y s  had been c u t ,  and 
th o se  p la c e s  were cannonaded. A lo c a l  s e l f  p r e s e rv a t io n  s o c ie ty  r e s i s t e d  b u t 
co u ld  n o t do much. Two who w ere wounded showed up in  P ’ ang Chuang f o r  m ed ica l 
t r e a tm e n t .  V i l l a g e s  in  t h a t  a re a  were bu rn ed . We c o u ld  h e a r  cannon one day 
h e r e ."

(N o te . T h is  a re a  was o ccu p ied  by th e  In v a d e rs  e a r ly  in  O c to b e r, b u t i r r e g u l a r  
f ig h t in g  c o n tin u e s  in  th e  c o u n t ry s id e .)

From a  R eport By Hugh Hubbard o f  P a o tin g fu

"The lo s s e s  due to  th e  war w ere e s p e c i a l l y  heavy in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
P a o tin g fu .  A survey  o f  f i f t e e n  s e le c te d  ty p i c a l  v i l l a g e s  showed t h a t  the  
av erage  v i l l a g e  fa m ily  l o s t  $124 .00  (ab o u t $27 .50  U .S . c u r re n c y ) .  T h is  i s  
abou t tw o - th i r d s  of th e  average  t o t a l  ann u a l income o f  a fa rm  fa m ily . Of co u rse  
some l o s t  l e s s  th an  th e  a v e ra g e , b u t o th e r s  l o s t  a l l  t h e i r  means o f  l iv e l ih o o d  
in c lu d in g  g r a in ,  fo o d , b ed d in g , w in te r  c lo th in g ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  farm  im plem ents 
and a n im a ls . To th e  m ost needy c a se s  in  th e se  v i l l a g e s  we d i s t r i b u t e d  $900.00 
w orth  o f m i l l e t .  The amount to  each person  was n e c e s s a r i ly  sm a ll, a t  th e  
m ost o n ly  enough to  keep one p e rso n  a l iv e  two w eeks. F u r th e r  g ra in  d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n s  o f  g ra in  a re  g r e a t ly  needed t h i s  s p r in g ."

M r. Hubbard summarized th e  n eed s  f o r  th e  P a o tin g fu  f i e l d ,  in c lu d in g  th e  
work o f th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  M issio n  and H o s p i ta l ,  A ng lican  M issio n  H o s p i ta l ,  and 
th e  S a lv a t io n  Army a s  $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 . Among th e se  need s i s  money to  c a re  fo r  300 
d e s t i t u t e  women and g i r l s  in  a  re fu g e e  sc h o o l.

From a R ecent L e t t e r  from  MR. H un ter o f  Tungchow

"T here i s  trem endous need f o r  r e l i e f  everyw here th e  f ig h t in g  has  gone. 
C rops, s u p p lie s ,  and money have been ta k e n . The N .C.C. h as  su g g ested  th a t  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  g iv e  a  cen t a day f o r  r e l i e f  and send i t  to  
th em ."  (N o te . The N .C .C . B ro a d c a s t f o r  March 20 announced a  s u rp r is in g  amount
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"S peaking  o f N .C .C ., th e y  have moved t h e i r  main o f f i c e  to  C hengtu,
Szechuan so t h a t  th e y  can be u n d er th e  C e n tra l  Government, b u t th e y  a re  keep ing
th e  o f f i c e r  in  Shanghai g o in g .---------- The N .C .C . g iv e s  a b ro a d c a s t in  E n g lish
ev e ry  Sunday n ig h t  a t  1 0 :4 5 . T hat shou ld  be 9 :45  Sunday m orning f o r  people 
on th e  Chicago a r e a .  They b ro a d c a s t in  1420 k c , and th e y  have a l o t  o f  c h e e r­
f u l  news f o r  you i f  you can manage to  g e t  them ."

I  have c i t e d  Techow, P a o tin g fu  and T'ungchow b ecause  we have l iv e d  in  
th e se  p la c e s .  I  am su re  t h a t  th e  same c o n d i t io n s  o r  worse a re  to  be found 
any p la c e  where th e  f i g h t in g  h as  gone. Only P a o tin g  fu  h a s  f o r  a le n g th  o f  
tim e m a in ta in e d  a re fu g e e  f o r  women and g i r l s .  At one tim e th e re  were as  
many a s  1000 to  be ca re d  f o r .

HERE AND THERE
N ot a l l  l e t t e r s  and b u l l e t i n s  a re  d is c o u ra g in g . H ere i s  an e x t r a c t  from  

a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by F ra n c e s  B. R o o ts , t e l l i n g  o f  a jo u rn e y  to  Shansi w ith  a 
r e l i e f  p a r ty .  I t  has been se n t o u t by th e  F o re ig n  M iss io n s  C onference.

"One o u ts ta n d in g  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  fa rm e r f o lk  in  th e  n o rth w e s t was t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e  tow ards th e  Ja p a n e se . We ta lk e d  w ith  th e  fa m ily  t h a t  was housing  
two Jap an ese  p r i s o n e r s  a t  h e a d q u a r te r^ .  They were on th e  b e s t  o f  te rm s w ith  
t h e i r  f o r e ig n  g u e s ts .  When we asked  how t h i s  w as, th e y  r e p l i e d  u n h e s i t a t in g ly .  
"But th e y  a re  n o t r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  w ar. We do n o t h a te  th e  Japanese  p e o p le . 
We h a te  th e  m i l i t a r i  an o f  J a p a n ."  We found t h i s  same r e a c t io n  everyw here, even 
in  some who had re fu g e e d  from  scen es  o f  t e r r o r  in  th e  n o r th .

" I t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  do more th a n  m ention  h e re  th e  boys and g i r l s  in  
T ing L in g ’ s d ram a tic  g ro u p , th e  young le a d e r  o f  Yen H si San’ s D are to  Die 
C o r p s ', ou r slow speak in g  p e a sa n t g u a rd s  from Kansu and Szechuan, and Chu 
Teh’ s young w ife , s tu rd y , r e s o u r c e f u l ,  and r i c h  in  h e r  h e r i ta g e  o f  h e r n a t iv e  
K ian g si c o u n try s id e . (Chu Teh i s  a  ’Communist' G e n e ra l, now in  command o f  th e  
Shansi a rm ie s ) .  Here indeed  was a  new China-new  p eop le  and a  f r e s h  s p i r i t  o f  
s a c r i f i c e  and co u rag e . As we c r e p t  slow ly  o v e r th e  r e p a i r e d  t r a c k s  in to  
Chengchow, we f e l t  somehow th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  such bom bings. A courageous s p i r i t ,  
bo rn  o f  p a in , w i l l  n o t e a s i l y  be k i l l e d " .

R e c e n tly  Rob w ro te  t h a t  a B r i t i s h  m iss io n a ry  o f  a  n e ig h b o rin g  m iss io n  
s ta t io n e d  had been s lap p ed  by a  Jap an ese  s e n tr y  because he had n o t removed 
h i s  h a t and made a deep bow in  s a lu t a t i o n .  R o b 's  r e a c t io n  was t h a t  i f  th e y  
began t h a t  in  Techow, he was go ing  bareheaded I

However, he and a  c o lle a g u e  have been to ld  t h a t  when th e y  d r iv e  th e  
h o s p i ta l  c a r ,  th e y  m ust s to p  and g e t o u t in  o rd e r  to  g r e e t  th e  s e n try  
p ro p e r ly .

Speaking o f  h o s p i t a l s ,  th e  n u rse  a t  Techow w rote t h a t  bed bugs had appeared  
a t  th e  women's h o s p i t a l ,  and th a t  th e  p a t i e n t s  were much concerned  about t h e i r  
n a t i o n a l i t y  -  w hether th e y  had come in  on th e  b ed s  w hich had been borrowed 
by th e  Japanese  s o ld ie r s  on t h e i r  o c c u p a tio n  o f Techow, o r  had been c a r r i e d  
by n a t iv e  p a t i e n t s .  She s a id  th e  women f e l t  much b e t t e r  i f  she t o l d  them 
she th o u g h t th e  b b ’ s w ere C h in e s e .’ She added th a t  d u ty  and p le a s u re  was 
c a l l i n g ,  th e  d u ty  o f  c le a n in g  o u t th e  bugs, and th e  p le a s u re  o f v a c c in a t in g  
s tu d e n ts .  She w ro te , to o , t h a t  th e  h a rd e s t  s t r a i n  came n o t from  overw ork, 
b u t b ecau se  o f th e  c o n s ta n t  d r a in  on sy m p ath ies , th e  many c a l l s  f o r  h e lp  
which co u ld  n o t be a d e q u a te ly  c a re d  f o r  because  of la c k  o f re s o u rc e s ,  and 
th e  f e e l in g  th a t  i t  was n o t soon to  end.

From Shansi comes th e  s to r y  o f  a m iss io n a ry  w ife  in to  whose home a 
Jap an ese  s o ld ie r  made h i s  way, to  g r e e t  h e r ,  " I  want some s - h - u - g - a - r " .
When she gave him some from  h e r  v e ry  sc a n ty  s to r e ,  th e  man made h im se lf  as

c o l le c te d  in  t h a t  w ay .)
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t a l l  a s  he cou ld  and s a id ,  " I  am an ed u ca ted  Ja n a p e se " . The la d y , draw ing 
h e r s e l f  to  h e r  f u l l  h e ig h t  r e p l i e d ,  ”1 am an ed u ca ted  A m erican ."

A v e ry  u rg e n t b i t  o f  r e l i e f  in  o u r T e-L in  f i e l d  i s  th e  r e p a i r  o f  th e  
L in ts in g  D ike, which h as  broken  by f lo o d s  l a s t  summer. R e p a ir  i s  im p e ra tiv e  
b e fo re  summer r a in s ,  and th e  money p a id  in  wages w i l l  keep many f a m i l i e s  
from  s ta r v a t io n .

Seed g r a in  i s  need ed .

PERSONAL NEWS

You who re c e iv e d  th e  C hinese Chimes l a s t  Jan u a ry  may remember t h a t  Rob 
was w a it in g  f o r  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  r e tu r n  to  Techow, from  which he had evacu a ted  
in  O c to b er. He d id  g e t  back about th e  m idd le o f  J a n u a ry . The in v a d e rs  had 
occu p ied  p a r t  o f  th e  M iss io n  Compound, l i v in g  in  b o th  BoysT and G i r l s '  School 
b u i ld in g s ,  and had c a r r i e d  away many a r t i c l e s  from  o u r fo re ig n  homes. I t  
seems th a t  th e  R ob insons l o s t  m ost o f  t h e i r  b edd ing , a v i c t r o l a ,  and p a r t  o f  
t h e i r  s i l v e r .  My new pew ter t e a  s e t  i s  gone. I t  was bad enough to  lo se  i t ,  
b u t I  f e l t  even worse when a  f r i e n d  su g g es ted  th a t  i t  had gone to  make 
am m unition!

James w i l l  s a i l  from  Kobe on th e  Em press o f  Canada, and w i l l  p ro b ab ly  
a r r iv e  h e re  abou t th e  m idd le  o f  J u ly .  He seems s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h i s  y e a r  a t  
Y enching U n iv e r s i ty .  I  th in k  he h as  n o t y e t d ec id ed  where he w i l l  be in  
c o l le g e  n e x t y e a r .

E l iz a b e th  and I  hope to  r e tu r n  to  C hina in  A ugust o r  Septem ber. She 
w i l l  e n te r  th e  American School a t  Tungchow and I  w i l l  p roceed  to  Techow, 
where I  f e e l  su re  I  s h a l l  f in d  p le n ty  to  keep me b usy .

H aro ld  w i l l  e n te r  p re -m e d ic a l a t  D artm outh n ex t f a i l .  At p re s e n t  he in  
lo o k in g  f o r  a summer jo b  w ith  good pay.

A LAST WORD
I  want to  quo te  p a r t  o f  a  cab leg ram  s e n t  by R oger G reene to  th e  F o re ig n  

M iss io n s  C onference from  Shanghai:

"DEFICIT FOR SHANGHAI LOCAL RELIEF THROUGH JUNE ABOUT $ 500,000 
CHINESE DOLLARS FOR 175,000 PERSONS.

"NEED IN HINTERLAND ENORMOUS BUT INCALCULABLE SINCE TRAVEL STILL 
IMPOSSIBLE. GREATEST NEED FORESEEN FOR NEXT AUTUMN AND WINTER OWING 
DISORGANIZATION OF FARMS AND INDUSTRIES, LOSS OF EQUIPMENT, SHELTER SEEN.
AN EFFECTIVE MEANS TO REDUCE LATER RELIEF APPEARS WOULD BE PROVISION OF 
$50 CHINES: DOLLARS AVERAGE PER FAMILY FOR SUCH REHABILITATION OF 10,000 
FAMILIES IN ADDITION TO IMMEDIATE FOOD RELIEF."

REMEMBER: T hree c e n ts  a day w i l l  keep s ta r v a t io n  away -  i f  we send 
th e  c e n ts .  One d o l l a r  w i l l  c a re  f o r  a  C hinese re fu g e e  f o r  one m onth.

Your church  m iss io n  bo ard  w i l l  a c c e p t c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  o r  r e m itta n c e s  
may be made th rough  your lo c a l  Red C ro ss . The F o re ig n  M iss io n s  C on feren ce ,
156 F i f t h  A ve., New York C ity  w i l l  fo rw ard  r e l i e f  fu n d s . I  s h a l l  be g la d  to  
fo rw ard  to  Rob an y th in g  you w ish  to  send to  him .
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