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OUR NEW EPIGRAPH.

Of couise you noticed that the epigraph on the iront
cover of this issue was in quotation marks. Did you smile when
you saw it? Ve don't for a minute supocse th8t you "ha-ha-od"™ out

loud, neither is it likely that you even chuckled. Perhaps you did
feel a little tightening of the muscles around the corners of your

mouth, hut even if the "burnt cork, lip-stick™, or what ever you
choose to call our now "make-up", caused you to smile inwardly,
without any apparent physical reaction, we are satisfied. If so,

v/ic have added to the sum total of smlles in the world and that is
all we expected, or hoped, to do.

We had been longing for a suitable camouflage for our
colorless leaflet when a letter from a good iriend brought us this
one. It came as a result of his having road the last number of the
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Chines. Of course wo think he is much funnier than we had

hoped to be. else toe could not have coined such a "perfect tribute."
He didn't know what asorvice he was rendering us but vac are sure

he will smile when he sees himself quoted in this manner. Sfn”~o the
Chicago Tribune p$ses as "The Greatest Newspaper in the V.orlfl'" and
the New York Timon publishes "AIll the Hews That’s Fit *to Print"

we wero decidedly stumped to match these famous ™"contettporaries*

but so far as we know this is the first time in all hiatory that our
new motto has appeared on toe front page of any news sliest any \vj%ure
in the world, and since it isnot, so far as we know, copyrighted v.e

make bold to claiiji it as our ov/n.

QU< PUBPO 3S Il SO pomp.

mDid you ever hear of anyone trying to play a "humqgresqut"
#n the chir.es* Probably not, and perhaps it can’t be lone, tut if so
then that is a good reason for us to undertake it. From our limited,
and, oerhaps warped view point it seems to us that a good rollicking
laugh vouid 30 the old world about as much good as anything that co rid
hapnen to her. it not be that one of our ailments is thalj wo
have been taking ourselves and out times so soriously that our

->hragns are becoming atrophied from disuse?

We were pleased a few weeks ago to nave our good - fiend,

John Scotford, ca|l attention tc the fact that Erasmus nrdo * lydme
for himself, and greatly benefitted the church, by remaining in uhnt.
institution and raaljin*? fun of it. be have no lack 01 those w.o
both ithin *nd vi Shout the church, who take her faults very
"seriously™ but we tiaven’t seen many v.ho h-vo yet discovered |ha$
there is any humor in the situation. 60 it is with the whole wp”Id
We have the words "fcerious, critical, strained, tense, danger’ and
ether synonyms flared in cur faces so often by the modern newspapers
chat only * fool p-oof clown can be expeoted to see anything to rniwke
V8 laugh in th* present v&rii situation Some day, perhaps, sure
simpleton will avmfcft to the thet there is an element of hum#?
«ejrrund us all the #ime i+ we but nave the eyes v.ith which to see it.

not quite sure tnat 8Ao gate hie sense cf humbr tickled thru



tho oyos but wo lot it stand. Of oourso it has ofton boon 8aid
tvat. "vcre it rot ro serious it wou?d be funny” (Wo learned tho
other day of r miasienury lady wr.c fled from her interior station
Y*tfc her guitar in her hand as her most precious possession), out
isn’t it. Ju3t in those orit* sr.l and sericus times that wo need

moat to make use 0'” that God-given cense of humor which IE supposed
to distinguish v3 from other «nlmalts and vhinh has saved many a

oritical situation when it ha:, utilized?

Do yon get what "C mean? Probably not. W really
dian’t try to he funny in our last issue and along came the un-
expected comcliraou0'?) - v.. ,*%e not sure but he was trying to make
fun of ns but ro arc confligarmp it. otherwise - and using it as our
epigraph, How if wc try tc orodaop 3 jovial note in this selection
on the Chimes you probably will wonder where it is and listen for
it in vein. But- it eert.uiniy :s a "funny” world, iBn’t it? If we
are agreed on tnis print we haven’t another word to say. W knew
you know it all tho time, just the bame as we did, but it seemed to
us thwo it ought not bo out of plt.ee at this o’clock of the world
to re-iterate thi'- truism, the validity of which we all admit, when
once *w stop seriously” to consider it.

AH ACT OF g\l:?H.

To fcuin from the sublime to the ridiculous let us
state next chat in cur humble opinion thero is a very vital connec-

tion between humor and faitn. As wc get short; in one wo IC3e the

othor. In accordance with tlifs opinion \e exercised our faith
the other day by investing in seme high-blooded nanny goats which
won’t be giving u: milk till two yepri hence. Tho goats wo now

havo arc very important members of our family, or should | say
"staff"? The%/ ¢ me from rather piotlan Etook, however, and icr
some time we have wished that we could get a moro aristocratic brand.

Consoquer.tiy. when a letter from Peking recently told us_ taut there
were tv;o tnérebrod nannies for sale ,w held a staff meeting tc



consider whether we should invest any of our profit from the Chimes
in that kind of "stock”. WMe confess that there was na an altogether
unanin»cus opinion, that vc should be so bold as to assume that \w
would be using milk in China, by the spring of 1929 but our gambling
spirit got the better of ns and we took the leap. Nov we are
waiting for. "Plopsy arid Jopey™ cc arrive with Hugh Hubbard whon he

returns from the*lietrogdolis at the end 8f this week. Of course if
our frianus who are reedy to pack up and leave GMna at a minute’'s

notice git what they are locking for the laugn may be on us - unless,
liKo the lady with the guitar, we take our "kids"™ as well as our
"kidties, T along with us as our most valuable possessions. If we shoul.d
thereby create a "funny spectacle™ our act of faith might prove of
Rvalue after all.

BALANCING BOOHS AND STUDYING STATI511083.

3ir.ee last vic wont to press we have celebrated two
New Years, one foreign and one Chinese. The former brought with it
a bulk of work for the Pretending Editor in the form of annual and
semi-annual accounts, reports, statistics and estimates; the latter,
fortunately, provided a period of lieeure for th-° performance of these
tacks which Pather Time had poured in the book-keeper-statistician’s
lap. Schools close, churches vacated and business stance still at
Chinese New Year and for those reasons, if for no others, we j.oin
with our Cninese friends in a hearty welcome to this their holiday
season of the year. It gives us a good chance to catch up vi tft
many things that travel at a faster pace tnan we are able to follow.

The Pretender would have been hopelessly buried in an
avalanche this yorr had it not been for this Chinese- Nov. Yepr
vacat'on. Taking over accounts and ether duties rs he ail in the
middle cf the year and having tr report for the whole year s work
moans a busy time at the end of a year ror one who is as. green as a

cucumber at this kind of work, ‘crtunately we did not, ha/e to bear
the burden of facing k deficit *Ho end ¢: the year. In octh our
men' and women’c work, lor v,. -re still divided thus on the account

books, inspite of having .he VWWI. all controlled oy one g*neral
committee, we e able to close the year 'itn a balance in hand,



Neither did we have to retrench in ov.r estimates for 1927. With
funds which are reasonably certain of materializing we wore able

to raise the salaries of seme of our Chinese workor3 and add a few
new ones to cur staff. Wk even hope du a little building at the
beys' school aiid at Shih Chia Chuang where wo have a little hospital
in a very unsatisfactory renter building. However, the building
hinges on cur at! lity to convince the citasion property committee
that this is net necessarily tie time to sit tight on such kind of
wo-*-k.  Our statist! © snew that during the year of 1926 we received
by hapti.sm into the church 370 r; compared to ?73 the yen before.
In Chinese contributions t.'n.gu were decided gains in both educational
and evangelistic Aork c~er tic amounts given during 1925.

Altho statistics fcH finsnejs arc not the most valuable
criteria for judging mission ’» rk they seem to be a necessary
nuisance and stmebedy muet give much tirno and thought to them. The
Prentender was sc relieved when his acco’mts were finally settled
that he broke forth into,- wha*? Vvcll here it is and ho has called

it:
TH3 BQOj>:'B3?5F'S PSALM

Sing praises unto Calculus,

Sing praises unto Trigonometry,

Sing praises r.vc Geometry,

Sing praises unco Algebra,-

But sing most loudly, 0 Ily Soul,

To the simple laws ~f Arithmetic, Cr”es Bubriew and Trial

Balances
Who speak the comforting W rd"Well Pone” to my Tired Brain.
(Pid 1 say ,f3iraple laws”? Bettor to have said "awful”, since

they inpire awe).
Thou, most /Urui Laws, art exceedingly powerful;
Thou hast captured, commanded and imprisoned my attention
Till Kg hath produced the solution this ™"lrcss Hrtry Puzzle”.
Only he who knows what an Unruly Tyrant this Vagabond Aoubor of
my Faculty rs
Can appreciate Thy Great Po?/er. Lioot Awful Laws.



IYw that Th~u hast held in subjection so successfully this

Lazy Fellow
I close, net my eyes, but my books, prostrating myself in Thy

Presence,
And rest in Peace.
Selah.

A FACULTY FEAST.

Some weeks ago the military governor of this province,
Ch'u YU P'u, appeared at the Government University where the
Pretender teaches English six hours a week and announced that he
*«cl '‘concerted” to act as president f the institution. H was about
to leave Peotingfu tv drive the ™Pedel out of Central China but
he 3aid he was leaving the University in charge of one of hit able
gen.;r?ls, named Vang. The latter made a speeoh in which he said he
didn’t know much about education but realized that we would need
mcno;r and he would see that we got it. In spite of the fact that
the governor himself is an ex-bandit and has had practically no
"schooling"™ wo proferrei him with his mcnej to much better educated
men who hi.in't the wherewithal to keep the University going.

Last Sunday the acting president, Vang, invited the
faculty, officials and clerks oi the University, to a feast. There
were about 130 all id ar-d before we ac? ve had a arr-UR P ocuie
taken. The a;nrrec wes a ft. a plate affair, which is richer hifh
as Chinese gr ns go, I h?1 birds’ neat soup, sharks fins, bamboo
spr:ut3, Ictur. seeds and many other d.I3he'c which the Iretendsi could
net name but Lest of all wsa “rt opportunity tc got bettor “e.inaintcd
wufh Some of the lerbcrs c.f the faculty. Host of the American
returned students who vere on the faculty have left but there are
still some fire follows there and the privilege of a common life \a th

thorn is one that .r highly valued.
THE CU3-EEPQRTFn GETS HIS FTItST 'TCP'/ ACCEPTED.

The Cub-P.oportor is getting dieso oo d vath the limited
circulation of this paper so he aeeid jd Tv fvsi bigger gure. He



b~itod hia hcck with ?2.n account of cur boat trip last summer and

cast it in the diraction ¢ tho ’unior H. Magazine. It was his
own Ovanositicn ™  his 'ng tho he may have had a
little help with grams & and spoliw.' Jishin' at such long range
cort-ir.lv requires much paoienco. It tool two months to learn the
result of his efforts so when ; r waiting so lvng a letter finally

mo from the Junior Heme there ma :omorally $rcet excitement fvr
the .young author. Wb vatched hie faoc to tee .hat would happen
when he opened the envelope and :n v by ihe expression thereon,
before he tcld us, fh-1 hif fish had ooon land 'd. His aorerarium"
we.3 a six months’ subscription to tn Junior rlviae snd new he is
waiting for tho art " «r.oo of f'rst*to**y in print.

AN UHTTSUAL b INTER.

Ncroh Ch.ra S5tro®1-""ny tho dry season of the
year. The fine loess uii gets driu rnd drier till by spring it
IS sometime* hard t. fell where the .0il lotve3 »-ff and the at-
mosphere begins. IMt so tills spring. There wore heavy rains late
lagt fall and about the middle of January we were visited by the
heaviest snow storrr, ve have ever seen in China. It lasted for
weeks and remnants can still be seen vT tho north side cf houses
and walls. Tho mud which fallowed ohis snow was a fright but we
still contend that it is preferable to the filtny duet of ordinary
years.

Cur Cvnvonl once, hv*. ver. is vf sraa?l consequence. The
great blessing fr.m his unusv.il winter comes tc the Chinese farmer.
Ke can now plane his rpri.> “ropa and even ii there is no rain
for twv or throe months one “reond is so damp as tv assure a gvcd
harvest about the first of June. Winters ei this sort are not
frequent in this region tut when they conu they ere cf inestimable
worth to the whole ¢ untryside.

_p-——--- FM2*FF*FE?* PG -

The Sorts-Sdit~r and Cuo-Rcperter have the elephants’'s
child's "Satiablf curticstty'* 1 r stories, urd recently ohoy have



found an old Chinese tale which suits then exactly, for according
to the Chinese aicMh it has no end. 71.8 characters in the stoiy
are household nar»es and shops sell toys made in their images. The
Busy-Manager hen 8 so much of tne tan. that she hecaue interested
and asked her Chinsso teacher to read it in C.iz.eses Si'c”een
volumes have been purchased ana about half of the first volume has
been real. the benefit cf other chix hen one nas written d*wn
each day s sto~y and passec cn the beginning of it to our renders.
She makes no pretense at an exact translation. In Chinese literature
this story 13 named "Lsi Yu Chi”. It is weighted d”vm with super-
stition < Buudhist mysteries, but relieved A those it has much
cf interest Just as a story.

H? 5TOBY.

Many ages ago, more than you can count, the world was
made,-n~t by one act, and not in seven days, but gradually thru
seven long periods cf thousands of years each. When all was finished
there were four great continents and <n the eastern vre of one
v.f these was a very beautiful mounted n ”"Hi-a hik Shan" ~r the
Mountain cf Fruits and Flowers, lore ware f-ur-d the ci.nicest fruits
and beautiful f3evens, a.id in tho ,irrlllent tr«.0os nestled birds of
many odors and so;ige. On thin mountain here vicre no rough vinds,
nor did the -sun shine t o hot Cn ‘he very summit V& a vender ful
stone 36 ft. high and 2a ft. vrov.o. Th. Hp were steep and tare,
but cn the top cf this atone grew the most oo&uviful af ail flowers,
the orchid. Hew this at no was not like any other stone in the world.
It lay peacefully in the sunshine, auiosly enjoying the ceauty by
which it was. surr uudol until its heart vss sc full of Jcy trrt it
burst "Beng” and from within there felled a stone egg. There was
a rush of wind, Mearing and Chirring, and them this st, lie egg
there stepped fo P stv.no ronk*,7. i mrfoct in form, wi% ey 0 mure
brill i.ant teen the stai~ . The- 144—ho—rrril.vv tried his logs - he
"tremd- hxr ukFM ms e>y at being alive ho rr.de deep bm/s tc the
four c-rners cf the VOorib~. ' bright war tie light frerfl his eyes
+Wor. mt reached to the very K, von »r.d me« 7ather cf HeaVen opened
the S-uth gate tO Fend down n mesr ugor to learn the caufeo of*all
thir i rht. As th- TOIP"N)? it ¥red to rorort that on the Mountain



of Fruits and Flowers there was a stone monkey whose eyes were more
brilliant than the stars, the light ”~adel and gradually disappeared.
TMs stone monkey had begun to eat the f >cd of me." als and had lost
his gleam.

The little monkey was very happy in his new heme. All
the wild creatures of the mountain froliced and played vdtb him
and at nieht he slept in the cave which had been his homo before he
became a monkey. One day he was playing with the other monkey.
They froliced and leaped, they shouted and saig. Growin.-. v and
tired they decided to go to the ii/or to bathe. After a s :.* walk
they came to a stream clour as crystal, cool and sparkling, r'd it
Sana: merrily as it raced ccwn the mountain. They were cv.rioa about
its source and decided to follow it. Laughing and playing ticy ran

until tney came to a beautiful waterfall high and steep. Th.y
found the waterfall most fascinating end. 'bey clapped their hards
in glee as the spray fell in showers abou~ them, “s they watched

the 'water come tumbling down tlej n 1liced behind th< veil a eale.
"Come"t called one, "who car ;ump incc that cave and back
again without getting huit?”
Another called, "The one who can is a brave boy, him vi 11
we choose to be our king".
"l can', the stone monkey exclaimed, closed his eyes, and
jumped.
When he opened his eyes the waterfall was gone, nor cculf. he hear
his friends. He found himself in a meadow mobeautiful than his
lovely mountain and he began ;o0 exo”cre. Soon he sceod uper. °r
iron bridge in the middle of vhicb .« found a ;+on. cr which was
carved the inscription "The Paradise tea : tUs cartsin of spray
is the Flowery Mountain’s Cry~crl Cave" Crossing +he o0'"icgo’he
came to. a stone house. He entered and :'o>rsd in the roomo many
things used by people. The house was srr in n beautiful garden
and all about were tall pine crees. The little monkey was much
pleased with his discover;7 and decided to share ic with his friends.
He recrossed the bridge, shu4 his eyes, und jumped and when he
opened his eyes he was again surrounded by his companions, who began
to ask him why he had disappeared, where he had gone, and why he



had stayed so long.
"I have found a homo v.hich is like Heaven itself", he exclaimed,
and all the monkeys began to laugh and question him. As he

described this wonderful place they grew' eager to see it.

"What a fine home'.", exclaimed one.
"There we would be quite safe from any wind or rain", said
another.

Finally all the brave ones decided to take the leap, shut the?r

eyes and jumped and they too landed in the cave. They ran across
the bridge and into the house admiring everything. They tried the
beds, they sat beside the tables, they lifted the pretty bowls
carefully, and they whiffed the gragrance of the flowers. In the
midst of their delight the little stone monkey reminded them of tneir
promise to choose as thir kind the one bold enough to leap and re-
turn uninjured. Immediately his friends crowned him as their leader
and king, and he became Mei Hou Wang (Beautiful king Monkey).

""HB TREASURE'S RS5ROF.T.

The reports of our Treasure are not limited to the end
of the year; neither do they keep her awake nights while prep ring

them. They come at unexpected times and we value them for their

originality and spontaneity. Here is one of them! "Mother, you
just have to put some lotion cn my face. M cheeks is getting
chappier and chapoier™. Another:

Treasure: "James, | bet | can make you say 'Yes’, or 'Of course!"

Sport-Editor: "Try it".

Treasure: 'tie's a nice girl” Seeing thru her trick the Sport-

Editor was more truthful than accomodating in his reply!
"Sometimes you are and sometimes you are not".

Recently the Treasure has been making reports on her
biological discoveries. More .ian once her commanding voice V the
rest of the ™"band™ has rung out loudly anl clearly, ™"Come quick:
The olu goat is borning a new baby."



AL1SRICAN BIBLS.

?ps you didn' t know #here is such a thing but stop

and think. i ., is r bible? Isi)lh it that which one reads dotere,

cn B bcaah%™*;e, 370jfts ,i;clj tins cun-".i-yp and @& s as p.

soared frorr. whacn 'he* N-@tr.o 4i ear whic * bo:m ensrr isn

"he medern ne vspapor J\Vj.e? And .roly i* notred vrito'T"

of uhis oi.bie p.is to ice 0 laa/h. fb-y .pun O: :ao.n.d for much

of their material doeen:™U fieri vs.; f;tb/ sturce. onlerr.'ul.
eimaginaiicn hviC -ut" rn '-rre.0’- S, 'All the :asicnoiiec

v e/c Psen 'brdered Ou" of TWhiata” sa, d the Qitté rot 3cop
tonsecuenA:y e re v ette"S ir>n UVieva :
ni:c doubting 7he;s yh .i'" their letters

ve aid ever reach ut Vet ) At e d Vol Sepipect
We recently asked a young educated Chinese friend vrhat

the newspapers of his own land hud -n say about the present situa-
tion. He is a wide-awake fsl.ov. and we hoped to get some first

band information, aw he replied, i haver’d locked st a newspaper
for severa3d da.ys. They reporo so much chat isn't so that 1 knew
better what the tru.l it v.hcn 7 don't re.na the japer than wnan I

do.5 We wonder how many Anertc.ans are heretical enough to dispense
with their <er?s.ions for even a period ox ’several days'.

Since the trouble at Foochow we have read three different
accounts of the even¥*. Che first o* coarse was in the bible and
as soon as we road :+ we began *c wander what really bapnered
After a while wo learned. Alet ..,ei Qarc from Gooipa Hovs.il’ « >

who visited Poof.inafu a 3o0vo be of years a,;o. When w re,' rib
letter we remap] & 'vhav a iity by. ibe mre. he mat ore into the
paper i*c rjn mvriitur. It s~ on £ oo.-ri . for clthe toe episode
was "good material," i0i a re»vspp.pev eto”y fewj 1 pointod ono -net
it didn't in Ix'eate thet the £" cudby nature oc the nice je people
bad suddenly ehsrgel ever right. - mreveal od .',t fhet taut
the only An'srlorn Basic .h ceaurie-" vho m d 1t Foe-on ow v.cro



three single ladies who were soon due for a furlough or wore not
in good health.

Just the other day Sair. Leger'e ”Version” reached us
and we feel wj rave come to d'* c.va-x now. Wb have al ways admired

Sam's in*-, lle”t out .it ah ha-, i1y lav.red upon a? hat «3 ,;as a
humorist urti.l this letter came. Sam was right in the excitement,

Ne'vaj 1 was in another pa--;, of th9 city and we suppose the 'inspired
writers" for -he hthle w -e in another jrrt of the occur .*y
cccvp-sie the t.nree roperzn v.e _ooj ke odassifying 'hem at: fOilows:

> . "Goan”, for it made us laugh

fawrll’s-"?.air" not that it w?s loss than
go,a i it seemed to present

d-. Ch nese shoo with "fairness”.

The Inspired Writer - well, just whet yon. would
expect..

AS OTHERS SEE U,

Speaking of writers we are reminded of one who visited
us a few wee.v' ago Perhaps we ought to stamp that we recognize thE
fact that writers ~nd mins lorari j= have this in common: Theyy are
not all alike”. Our jonrradLir-i guest was ce”tainl.v not diko many
of his ft3low tradesmen aild no rea’uy g-eetiy enjoyed hie oot ire.

He and hie wife with a orly c-crr. ,.n Fra.vo, art travelling around
tho world Tiay.rg tr.eir living as they In y ha,re a hock seen to
anpear or "Ku-ope <n Nothing” end when he was in Hootinglu ho was
preparing an ntiede on .i.'issic aaries | Havo I'et” or sour kindled
subject. Ho has n~t a\r*vt mICG, V- said, aid semo of them had
apparently made impress..cr.s or. him comparebo to impre'ncions ve

have receive-* fr'r> gome ;caar.l smr. tip. shall wait~vith inkiest the
aopearance o: this n: .11 enable i’s to sec ourselves gas
"Another!Jourrcl O 10cs



CHINA CALLS "OB A NEW DEALm
anyone who studies China's international rel-tions icr

the -orst 80 years will see what we mo™n if we say that it has been a
g"rbersT same with the cards stacked 'gainst China. In spite of the®
mit°ti on_of fhe individual Chinese the nation, as a whole ris not h-d
Su6h lie? in thil International CW - She has been a constant icser
"nd h's h"d to part with valuable portions of ner former possessions
;ore” Indo-China, Hongkong, .Wetl™iwei.. and Tsmrcl;tau were ta”en_quj-
right! Foreign Conces$ions in Shangawi, Tientsi Hankow uni*<?£i -ng.

v,ith Foriegn Legations in Peking followed in their turn, and with them
went Extraterritorial Fights ana Tara.fi Autonomy. How these are pretty
big stakes tor a country to loe and :t takes a real gambler tu stick
by ther game as China has acne fer moie than three-quarters of a
century. But it hasn't been a complete loss to China for out of her
past exnerience she lias gained consider™ole knowledge of the inter-
national game. She has nov; learned that there are times when it is
legitimate to call for a new deal. Of course that doesn't sound nice
to those who hold all the face cards but if they are the real sports
they claim to be they'll grant the request before John kicks the table
over and spills the cash. Some of the players think that John's
methods of boycotts and mob violence are "ungentlemanly”™ and sc thought
John when his stakes were wrested from him with foreign gunboats and
internalional intrigues and combinations-

Call it "ungentlemanly™ if you like but it seems to us

that some of China’s recent activities deserve praise rather than
condemnation: So far as we are able to learn not a single foreign life
has been lost in the recapture to Chinese control cf the British con-
cessions at Hankow and kui-kiang. Some foreign property was damaged
and destroyed, one German was seriously injured and oohei foreigners
underwent considerable inconvenience but the Nationalist Government
has already turned over $3,500 to the wounded German and has paid the
British iepresentatives $40,000. to settle for damages done to British
property. A commission composed of British and Chinese representatives
Is now working on plans whereby the British Concession in Tientsin will
be given back to Chinese control. What is going to happen ir Shanghai
is still a mystery. Since the Southerners have”~captarod Wuhu it looks
as it they would likely get Nanking and when the?/ ave done that there
J.s no reed of lighting lor Shanghai for they will have it already. If



there is no fighting in Shanghai what is the need of all these foreign
gunboats and marines?

Perhaps those who caused them to be sent can answer that
guestion but if they think that they are protecting "us missionaries"
some of us would much prefer to get along without that kind of pro-
tection. v/e hope and pray that an excuse for taking them away may be
found before some ignoramus drops a match in the powder magazing which
the presence of these boats creates. W don't want gunboat protection,
and we don't want "special privileges'™, even for propagating Chiis -
tianity. To be sure missionaries had a hand in getting these special
privileges into the treaties, and no doubt some missionaries still want
them there but we don't, belong to that bunch. W are looking lor some
way by which we can help undo what our predecessors helped to accomplish.
We are not willing to go as far as some foreigners are repor cod to have
done in Peking who have renounced their ..merican citizenship and become
naturalized citizens of China, but .some of us have considered leaving
China with the understanding that we would not come back till the
treaties are changed and wj are invited back, either by the Chinese
government or some other Chinese representative body. he are retarded
from this step, however, for fear that our leaving at this time would
make, a diffecult situation for our Chinese Christian’friends. W heart-
ily approve of Washington's gesture of being ready to make a nm- treaty
with China independent of other nations,, but we wish semethire more than
talk could be accomplished, and that right scon. But whatever is done
don't send any more gunboats. That seems to us a very short-sighted,
narrow-minded and fat-headed policy, too old fashioned to be o* ~ny use
in Modern China.

A Chinese guest who was formerly with Feng Yu Hiarg had
lunch with us the other day and he predicts that Feng's army wi: 1 pe in
control of the area in which we are Hvimg wiithim three momths. )
*on't knov. about the exact time buc it does look as if Chang Tso ., J
arrow; iSlshot. * Wa P’ei Pu is helpless m Hem.r and his leading gen. ral,
Chin Yun Ao, whom \wu Oisiuissac _he~e fh Psotingfu le/rs than a year ago,
is now giving criers to n.cst of W™ army.  Chang’s march tnru Hon-p
se’rr.s to have come tc a stop “rd with Ch?r and Feng ana the “outpgrpers
combinoa “M’inst him it looks a’% Cl.aiig TOifht gc the same way that
hi? last Yyear’s p*ntner, Wa, has gone. Just what will happen to g,
peaceful cicy when the present occupants retreat and rnicthc grm

vK rc ‘e



in vo ore not able to say bet our common sense tells us that thr
r~dior.l wing of the Southern army will have 1» ss grounds xcr causing
disturbance if our country is actually tubing steps to moke a new
treaty than if she follows Bri'Ginn's example anci waits till she is
reread to grant what China is demanding.

3’nce we begun to write this section three items of
interest have reached us, portions of vn.ieh we would like to share wvdth
cur readers. The first was fr*m Arthur ana Nefta Allen in tnoxr “Allen
Family News™. They are in toe V.M.C A a'; Fa.ch”™ng and their lives
of excitement make us feex that we li ve in a urettv tame town. When
Fsncharg was bfseiecoo. last October Alien and tiother Ameri can missi.cn? ry
were asked, by- the City Fathers uc uno.ortaKC a w ,0 the enemy's camp
te find out. on "hat terms they would raise the seig’'. faking tbei:
Dives in their hands, along with tno Ata ican and A™u Cross flags, thr
were let dcwn the outside of the cloy w s i by rickety ladders tied,
together, and set™put on their perfjcus Tourney into s-lani.
Aiders account of dodging bullets and lying down among corpses like
possums is the most .exoi king reading we have had for a long while.
They reached their destination, peace terms were made and the seige
was raised but rot tilL many had been kii?ed, who with Chose vhc died
from cholera memained unburled till their decaying todies filled the
city with a stench that surpassed the usual smell of Chinese cities.
Foreigners may have out Lived .heir v.Eefu?ness in China, along some
lines, but there still are times when even non-Christians appreciate
our presence and are glad to make use of us.

The second news item mentioned above was a letter which
brought the good nows that !liss Cn-pin-s brother afid his wife had
reached Shanghai ixi safety from tneii mission station at Changte,
Hanan. The last letter she hud from thorn, written January 30, stated
that they were practical'ly prisoners, because their own sciwants would
not let them leave untxl they were paid the et™urvalent of three years’
.meegges.  They were forced to o)ose their school sometime ago and as
their servants went on a strike an< they could not buy food they had
to leave. Of course the servants Lad ooen coached, and no doubt forced
by radical agitators who told them that they had been uudermiid fur
years and therefore should urke chos doinanf to sortie their jrst
accounts. We don t know ohat agreement was final''y made bat it was a



rreat relief to Hiss Chapin to learn that her brother and sister-in-
law had arried safely at Shanghai. It, is certainly remarkable th”t

v.ita all the confusion there hasn’t beer one foreigner killed, so far
as we know.

The third letter was from a city in the Yaig-Tzs Valley
era contained a 35milie so apt that we hope the author will not tore
offence if we we use jt without first getting permission to quote, is
N0-1' T know her n°me but she is a single lady missionary who sail that
A tor waitirg all these months for the Nationalists to reach their
city she was sure she now knows how it feels to wait for the birth of
r byby. he have not been quite as anxious ns that but soorer a' later

we no expect that we shn”, he.ye™o welcome the rrtioralistc in tingfu.
If they do reaclr,Aand we are still here, we hope to be
to see the situation in as humorous a manner as our friend Sam
Layer seems to have beheld the one at Foochow. In preparation for chat
dov, and with apologies to Hr. kioling, vie make this prayer: "if we
-liL our heads along with others around us v.ho are losing theirs

.and we "re not "t «11 thinking cf those v.ho have literally™~gone to
tnc block) grant, 0 Lord, that we may not lose our sense of humor".

jS’nce it is net possible to lose anythin# -tb-’t we gtTT.Tt 'lake perhaps
*m: should mM9%-frssrar.T tfj much -but aimp! iy our request and breathe 1

t-'us : "Lord aive us a sense cf humor™

P.S. a& are net as blue cs'some:Of*those sheets might lead Yyou tc le-
Ix \3. Lue to the fact that our oflie:,ant Chinese pastoffiee has h -l
a sl during these last f;w monel.s .e were unable to get the t."."p.t
ink and exoerimented with what was avala?tie Jti °acting.ua. La'll Im.v

better than tc use it adgain and hwne that the inx we oraered from |i ui-
t H: before Christmas WIill he ava_5ablu ly eke t*me we next go t-, I-ritiT .

‘Since we began to print this issue cf the Chimes we have received

+ of which ve w:eh . ra«s cn as our closing reiamark. It s
a reporfigrrllrfrgm the Chino3Q p iv ce.it cf the Central ina Hnivortity,
Dr. Francis bei. He soic., "= Chinese is ioeali&tic the western.cx
realistac. The Chireso :s pkOt Ibs ‘vtstenner 3 th~atal. Hy western

i xj ends should noi. take things ;oo literally let should retain a serisc
f hum 17
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