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A Broken Bell.
W h en  w e m entioned in our last issue of the C him es, the 

c rack ed  bell w hich had  been so skillfully m ended  that its perfect 
tone w as restored , little did realize that w e should soon have the 
task  of attem pting  to  repair one of our bells, but such is the case. 
It w as the “ G old and  S ilver”  one that w as broken, and the dam age 
w as done w hen  three A m erican  b an k s and T ru s t C om panies, 
operating  here in C hina, closed their doors last sum m er. O urs 
w as a very  sm all p a rt of the m illions involved, but it represented  
m ost of the savings for the education of the younger m em bers of 
our Staff. A  C hinese b ank  in w hich w e had  m ost of the rem ainder 
of our savings soon follow ed suit, and for a w hile it w as a question 
w hether the C ub R eporter w ould be ab le  to go to  A m erica to enter 
college as he had p lanned . W e still d o n 't  know  how  m uch, if any, 
of the gold and silver will ever be availab le , but w e are  trying to 
keep  m usic in our lives w ithout tha t bell, and  w e know  tha t there 
is a host of o thers w ho are  doing likew ise.

A ll over China there are m issionaries w ho had their private 
savings in those A m erican  ban k s , and there w ere large sum s of 
m ission funds tha t w ere lost, besides our personal funds. W e 
know  of a t least five Schools for A m erican  children in C hina, 
including the one with which w e are connected , which lost heavily 
an d  there w ere a good m any C hinese w ho thought that A m erican  
institu tions w ere dependab le  w ho lost not only  their m oney, but 
their faith in things A m erican . A ll A m erica has been hurt by the 
ca lam ity  that cost us our bell, and w e believe tha t we now  know  
how m ultitudes in A m erica have felt as they have experienced 
during  the past few years fates sim ilar to  ours. W e trust that we 
are a little m ore sym pathetic  tow ards those in adversity , and  sym 
pathy  is certainly a necessary  quality  if one is to m ake music in his 
ow n life, or in the lives of others.

Ten Thousand Miles to Coliege.
T h e  C ub R eporter left C hina July I I, crossed the Pacific third 

class on the E m press of Japan , w ent by bus from Seattle to V er
m ont, via Southern C alifornia, an d  is now  a freshm an in D artm outh 
C ollege. H e had the m isfortune to  crack a bone in his foot during



a freshm an-sophom ore football rush , w hich put him  on crutches for 
seven  w eeks but w e hope he is on tw o legs before this. H e has a 
scholarship  w hich covers his tuition, and  a job w here he w orks for 
his b o ard . T h ere  is a  void in our hearts since he left, and  we 
expect that there h as  been one in his heart a t tim es, but w e know  
th a t he is m aking friends and  w e are  glad he could go. W e believe 
tha t the life in his new  env ironm ent will m ean  m uch to  him .

The Rest of Us.
T h e  rest of our Staff is still a t the N orth  C hina A m erican 

School. W e h ad  a good sum m er a t the seashore and  are g lad  that 
w e can  all be together again this year. T h e  Sport E d ito r lacks 
only half an inch of being  six feet tall, and the T reasu re  is so  near 
the size of her m other that one of our neighbors said  this sum m er that 
he h ad  to  look tw ice to see w hich w as the daughter. O ur school is 
sm aller than  it w as last year, but w e find enough w ork to keep us 
busy, and  w ith us th a t is one of the requisites for a h appy  life. \

Revising the Mailing List.
W e h av e  often w ondered  how  m any  of our ‘‘subscribers”  

read  the C him es but enough response has com e from tim e to  tim e 
to  encourage us to  continue publication . W e have decided, how 
ever, that w e m ust cut dow n our list now  so hereafter w e shall 
send  only  to  those w ho indicate a desire to  receive future copies.

A Winter with the Prophets.
O u r com pound group is studying the  O ld  T estam e n t P rophets 

th is w in ter, and  w e have recently  spen t tw o  stim ulating and en joy
ab le  evenings w ith Isaiah . W hat a sto re of g reat literature that 
book  contains! C an  anyone s tudy  it carefully w ithout having his 
life influenced by  the noble spirit that breathes through its pages?

P e rh ap s  one reason  w hy it has  m ean t so much to  m e this tim e 
is because of the sim ilarity betw een  the situation in ludea w hen  the 
first p art of the book w as w ritten and the environm ent in w hich w e 
are  living here in N orth  C hina today . T h e  young P rophe t w as 
a larm ed  by the g reat nation at the ea st which had a lready  cap tu red  
som e of the sm all countries betw een  Judea and  B abylon, and  w as 
threaten ing  his ow n  nation. W ho  says tha t history does not repeat 
itself ?

For tw enty-five years w e have w atched  a g rea t nation push its 
boundaries w estw ard  until today  w e hard ly  know  w hether that 
boundary  is to  the east o r to  the w est of us. Since w e sen t out our 
last copies of the C him es, nearly  one year ago, there have been 
significant even ts which indicate that w e are  m ore under the control 
of T o k y o  than  tha t of N ank ing . L ast June there w as a big tu rn 
over am ong the m ilitary rulers of N orth  China and the general 
report w as tha t only  those w ho w ere willing to  ta k e  o rd ers  from 
T o kyo  w ere perm itted  to  rem ain . R ecen tly  the m ayor of Peiping 
resigned and  w hen asked  for a s ta tem en t he replied, “ T h e  less 
said  the b e tte r” . A  new spaper report sta ted  that the Japanese  
authorities had  o rdered  him  to arrest m em bers of a certain  “ Blue- 
sh irt”  society because they w ere  w orking against the in terests of 
Jap an . T h e  m ayor is reported  to  have replied that there w ere
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certain  people in N orth  C tiina under Jap an ese  jurisdiction w ho by 
their connection w ith the drug traffic in th is area w ere  acting in 
w ays not favorab le to the in terests of C h ina . W hen the Jap an ese  
arrested  those culprits the m ayor agreed to  look, after the m em bers 
of the “ b a d "  society. T h e  rep rim and  tha t he got from  the Ja p a n 
ese  for such “ in so lence" caused the m ayor to  resign.

N ot only are the C hinese not ab le to  contro l the drug dealers 
from  Japan  and  K orea here in N orth C hina, they are in the sam e 
pred icam ent regarding the sm uggling of silver out of C hina. It is a 
cap ita l offence but last sum m er I saw  a  group of sm ugglers, not 
C hinese, get on a train  headed  for M anchuria. T h ey  took off their 
sh irts as soon as they got on the train  an d  each  one had hundreds 
of silver do lla rs in jackets m ade for the purpose which they w ore 
around  their bodies. T h e  silver w as p laced in suitcases w hich they 
carried  and  sto red  under the car seats  and in the baggage racks. 
N o  one“dicf anything to  prevent them , for C hina has no jurisdiction 
over such foreigners and those w ho do have jurisdiction pay  no 
atten tion  to them . I w as told that this sm uggling of silver w as a 
daily  occurrence last sum m er, and it has gone on for so long that 
the N ational G overnm ent at N anking  h as recen tly  passed  a law  
th a t silver shall not be used as m oney henceforth . W hether she 
will be ab le to  enforce this radical m easure rem ains to be seen. 
A lread y  Jap an ese  spokesm en have sta ted  that Jap an  will not perm it 
the N ank ing  G overnm en t to take the silver out of N orth China 
w hich is now  being held  here .

N ot long ago a Japanese  m ilitary leader in T ien tsin  announced 
publicly, and had  his announcem ent p rin ted  in the new spapers, 
th a t C hiang C hieh Shih is the enem y of the C hinese people and 
their only  sa lvation  is to refuse to co-operate w ith N anking and 
join up w ith M anchuria and Japan  w ho are the preservers of peace 
in  A sia , o r w ords to tha t effect. A  little la ter an Econom ic U nion 
w as form ed in N orth  China betw een  C hinese and Japanese le ad 
ers, for the purpose of developing the industries and com m unications 
of N orth  China. T h e  South M anchuria  R ailw ay , a powerful 
Japanese  organization , is reported  to  be planning to use m illions 
of do llars in N orth  C hina during the nex t five years to develop  the 
natural resources here. Is it strange tha t it seem s to us tha t w e 
a re  seeing “ through a g la ss  d a rk ly " .  and are  not ab le to tell 
w hether w e are m ore under the control of T o k y o  or N anking?

Whose Fault Is It?
W hen  the P rophe t saw  the w ar-cloud in the east w hich w as 

to  envelop his ow n nation he did not put the b lam e on the invaders. 
H is exp lanation  w as that Jehovah w as using the B abylonians to 
punish  Israel for her sins. W a s he right? Is the universe run 
tha t w ay?  C ertain  nations seem  to think tha t they are  under 
“ div ine appo in tm en t”  to  civilize their “ backw ard  neighbors” , and 
A m e ric a 's  record  is not too clean on that score, but 1 doubt if m ost 
nations ta k e  tha t attitude because they have learned  it from Isaiah . 
N either have  they gotten their ideas from a P rophet la ter than  Isaiah 
w ho said , “ H e  w ho takes the sw ord  shall perish by the sw ord” .

T h e re  is, how ever, som e reason  for following Isaiah  in not 
putting all the b lam e on the invaders in N orth  C h ina . T h ink ing



C hinese leaders w ould be the last to deny  th a t their ow n country  is 
not partly  responsible for the p light in w hich she now  finds herself. 
A n  ou tstanding C hinese C hristian  leader said  in m y hearing tha t 
only a great suffering could save C hina. H e  did not know  w hether 
it w ould be a g rea t w ar. o r som e other form of purification, but he 
w as convinced tha t suffering alone could c leanse  C h ina. W e hear 
sim ilar sta tem en ts frequently  from the lips of our C hinese friends.

But it does not seem  to me that even Jap an  an d  China com 
bined , are responsib le  for all the guilt. T h e  w orld  is now  too 
m uch a unit for an y  one of us to  escape com pletely  som e responsi
bility for the s ta te  of affairs tha t exist in the w orld today . O ne 
reason w hy the Jap an ese  have been  tak ing  silver out of C hina is 
because  they can  m elt the C hinese do llars and sell the bullion to 
A m erica  a t a handsom e profit. W e are all ta rred  w ith the sam e 
feather an d  should  acknow ledge our share  of the guilt. W hen  o thers 
suffer w e m ust expect to  suffer; w hen o thers sin w c cannot expect 
to  escape, as they  also  will have to suffer for our transgressions. 
Isaiah w as right: the w orld is one, at least it w as m eant to be one, 
an d  there is bound  to  be suffering, but out of the suffering w ill 
com e the Jerusalem  for those w ho learn the g reat lesson of ad v e r
sity  and  hard sh ip . T h ey  shall be the founders of a C om m onw ealth  
of N ations in w hich one m em ber shall not lift up  sw ord against 
ano ther, neither shall they learn w ar any  m ore.
Now and Then.

1 hese seem  to us to  be the tw o significant w ords in the verse 
p rin ted  at the beginning of th is m essage . C hristians are not co n 
ten t to  look at the p resen t, but m ust alw ays have their faces tow ards 
the future. W e m ay not be able to  see clearly  now , but there will 
com e a day  w hen  w e shall u n d erstan d . T h a t is the thought tha t 
lightens our horizon as w e face again the com ing of ano ther C hrist
m as seaso n . In fact, w e w onder if w e have not som etim es looked 
too m uch to  the past as w e have ce leb ra ted  this m ost m eaningful 
day  of the y ear. T o  be su re  the Babe of B ethlehem  w as  born  a 
long tim e ago in  the past; bu t w as he not bo rn , and  did he not 
becom e w hat he d id , p a rtly — m ore than  w e are accustom ed to  think 
p erh a p s— because the au thor of the last p a r t of the book of Isaiah 
w as looking to the future w hen  he saw  that only  the Suffering 
S ervan t could sa v e  Israel and  the w orld?  H e  then applied  his 
so lu tion  to his ow n people w ho he said  w ere to be the Suffering 
S ervan t for H u m an ity , an d  w hether he w as right o r not, the fact 
rem ains tha t B abylon is no m ore w hile Israel still rem ains a g reat 
force in the w orld .

T h is concept from the soul of Isaiah becam e the form  in w hich 
the charac ter of the C hristchild  w as form ed, but again he w as not 
content w ith looking to  the  p as t. H e, too , had  a d ream  for the 
fu tu re ,— a d ream  of a day  w hen Brotherhood w ould cover the 
earth . True, tha t d ay  has not yet arrived  but if w e hum bly 
acknow ledge our share in the guilt for things as they  are , look 
fo rw ard  and not backw ard , an d  lend a h an d , there is still m uch 
reason  for w ishing one ano ther a

V E R Y  M E R R Y  C H R IS T M A S .
H .W .R .
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