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Return lumber
"V American Board Mission,T’ungnsier;,Peiping mast ,
November,1947.

The :Vent of the Year:

As we review the eve ts in our lives since we sent out the Rainbow Number of the
Chimes the most outstanding one is our return to China.'/hen we left in 1940 little did wo
thir that it would be seven years before we could be baok here together,At times during
those seven years we wondered whether we would ever get baok.Not only were we held up by
the world conditions and laok of transportation but the ledioal ieoretary of the American
Board would not give his approval of Lary's ret rn until Jan' ary,1947.

«e left Aubrrnda e Febrt ary 3 ,after having visited Harold and Julie in their Vermont
home at Chrsitmas,and visited James and :iope in Philadelphia where he is resident zh>ommawn
in the Pennsylvania Hospital. Then we went to Norfolk,VirginiA.to e end two uays with tlira-
beth and John.*1- is still in the navy but t ey are now living at Portsmouth,wnere he is glad
to have a chance to get some medical work in a navy hospital.lie hopes to get out of the navy
by the end of this year.lt was good to see all six of our ohildren in their own homes,busy,
well and happy. ie are gratefll for the opportunity of having those final visits before start-
ing out on our return to China,
oelay in California:

The American Board was not able to get transportation for us across the Pacific
as scon as the hud hoped buu if one has to wait for a boat from Febr £ry 13 to jfay 4 there
are loss of place; less desirable than Southern Califi rnia at that time of year.We had hoped
to have at least two weeks there so as to maice mopeeecure ouroon acts witn the Bay Shore
Church of bong Beach,which had adopted us as their representatives in China.They arranged
very satisfactory living quarters for us and their hospitality was greatly appreciated.
Gary's only brother and his wife,Guy and Bess Stambaugh,live at Fallbrook,south of Long Beaoh
and we were glad to have a chanoe to spend some time with them on their avacado ranch.l can
think of a lot of places less desirable than Fallbrook ni ~ »«aoi_ to spend one's evening hours
of his earthly existence.To dig in the earth and see thing”~r~eems to be good tonic for iry
tranquility. « als enjoyed visiting old China friends and others in National City,Claremont
and hittier.

Our request for ut.ed clothes and other articles whioh we made in the Raihbow Number
roch ced muoh more than we expected.Thank you all for s-oh enerous response.e had four
trunks full and five large akages(the latter were sent by mail) and we are still giving
out clothes and will turn ov-r most of what remain to a Relief Committee which hu4 recently
been orgai.ized.: ven as | wrote this paragraph Alice Reed oai e in and said that two students
in the boys school need some warmer clothes and | agreed to see them this afjernoton.

The Road Back:

One reason for our delay in getting transportation was that the Wedioal ‘eoretary
ruled that jioiry was not to travel on a transport ~uch as many missionaries had ’sed and found
difficult.tfe were fort' nate finally to get booked on the Contest,a freighter with refrigi-
ration for carrying perishable goods.There was space for ten passengers but a mn with his
wife and six ohildren had to onneel their sailing because of the illness of one of the ohil-
dren.We were the only passengers and had a very comfortable joirney.Our flirst stop was at
Yokohama and a kind I.b. Army officer arranged for us to go ashore so we were able to visit
Tokyo.The only person we saw whom we knew was a former Honolulu student who was for many
years in the International Labor B reau of the ”~eague of ;,ation6,hr.lwao Aylsawa.ue is now
oing an important job helping o direct the labor moveniBBt in Japan.As a ftTrpzf, 00i-
ety of Friends he didn’t fit in with the militar regime that ruled his covntryAbut iiefs a
valuable person for these reconstruction days and we were glad to see him again.

Our next stop was at Manila wher we thought we knew no one.By calling the resbyter-
ian Mission on tho telephone we got in to oh with friends with whom some of our North China
colleagues had stayed when they got caught there in 1941 on their way home.They nust have
made a good impressions on the Presbyterians for we were welcomed most cordially.1'r.Crristy
took us around Manila and out into the country and then home for supper.There we met Or.
and ISrs.garson whom we had know”in Shantung.tte is now president liman University.

The destination of he Contest was Hongkong and b y a British S.b.Company we
learned before we landed that we could leave the followii 0 ;ay on a boat for Tientsin.We
had out baggage transferred from one boat to the other without faking it atahore and after we
were settled on the British boat we had a few hours to spend in Hong Kong.Fortunately we were
able to oontaot a Chinese father whose daughter | had know in Chengtu and whom we had visit-
ed in Berkelyy.He took us in a oar to his home near Stanley prison nd we were glad to have
a chance to see so much of the island.rVe had noped to do some shopping there butit was not
important enough for us to wait tw< weeks for the next bo,t.



