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"Above the smoke and s t i r  o f t h is  dim sp o t, which men c a l l  Earth*"

WHY SMOG? You probably w on't f in d  the word "smog" in  your d ic t io n a r y  y e t  but those o f  
you who l i v e  in  Southern C a lifo r n ia  w i l l  know what i t  means* T hat's where I picked i t  
up and some day i t  may be a p art o f the E n g lish  language* Smog i s  the substance which 
produces a murky atmosphere when smoke and fog  are mixed together*  Smoke and fog  
combinod, whether in  substance or in  s p o i l in g ,  produce smog* I t  i s  the r e s u l t  o f  
Gid and man working to g e th er ; G«d makes the fog  and man the smoke, -  on ly  God can re 
move i t *

Having d e a lt  w ith  atm ospheric terms in  our "Winter" end "Frozen" numbers o f  the  
Chimos i t  seems appropriate to c a l l  t h is  the "Smog" number, thus we can continue to 
ta lk  about the "weather" w ith ou t being a b le  to  do anything about i t *
THAWING OUT* Our w eather has moderated con sid erab ly  sin co  we w rote the "Frozen" 
number* The m ilita r y  government under which we liv e d  for some months has now been  
rep laced  by the "New P eop les R epublic o f  G iina,"  This was accom plished sev era l weeks 
ago when a P eo p les' C o n su lta tiv e  Conferenco was h eld  in  the new c a p it a l ,  Peking (no 
longer P e ip in g ) ,  Some s ix  hundred peop le a ttended  the Conference and the r e s u lt s  o f  
i t  reach fa r  beyond the borders o f  t h is  lan d . The r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  came from a l l  
p orts o f  China, and from many d if f e r e n t  groups o f  p eo p le , in c lu d in g  e ig h t  rep resen ta 
t iv e s  o f  r e l ig io n *  Buddhism, Mohammedanism and P ro testa n tism  were rep re se n ted . The 
spokesman for  the r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  o f  r e l ig io n  was Wu Yuoh Tsung, whom I mentioned in  
the Frozen number as a member o f  our Peking C ongregational church, I am to ld  th a t  
o f  the s ix  hundred d e le g a te s  to  the conference about one hundred have had c lo se  con
t a c t  w ith  the C h r istian  church, and about t h ir t y  o f them are s t i l l  a c t iv e  C h r is t ia n s , 
Dr. Wu Fang, the P resid en t o f G in lin g  C o lle g e , and Dr. Lu Chih H ui, the head o f  
Yonohing U n iv e r s ity , a ttended the con ferenco , and Dr, Wu c a l le d  a t  our m ission  
s ta t io n  here in  T ie n ts in  on h er  way back to  Nanking. Mrs, Feng, Yu H sian g , and Madame 
Sun Yet Sen hold  im portant p o s it io n s  in  the government* We are glad to  be ab le  to  
rep o rt t h is  favorab le  news and we hope for b e tter  weather ahead, but we are s t i l l  in  
the "smog" a t  presen t*
SOME CLEAR SPOTS* When we wrote our l a s t  number l a s t  Ju ly  Mary and I were dreading  
our move to  T ie n ts in , Experiences o f  some fr ie n d s  led  us to  b e lie v e  th a t i t  might 
be a very troublesom e o p e r a tio n . As a m atter o f  f a c t  i t  was su rp r is in g ly  e a s y . We 
were able to  sh ip  most o f  our household  th in gs by Railway Express and the heavy  
a r t i c l e s  by fr e ig h t*  There was very l i t t l e  p o lic e  in s p e c t io n , everyth ing  came 
through prom ptly and in  good c o n d it io n , w h ile  wo « u rse lv es  had a good tr ip  by tr a in  
and spent a n ig h t in  P ek ing, Our o o k  came w ith us and la t e r  went back to T'unghsien  
and brought h is  w ife  and four c h ild r e n , A few days ago h is  w ife  went to  the h o s p ita l  
and presen ted  him w ith  another d au ghter. H is two o ld er daughters are in  school and 
the o ld er  son a tten d s th e  Nursery School which Ruth Van Kirk conducts in  what was 
form erly th e Chandler r e s id e n c e , f
OUR TIENTSIN MISSION WORK* Tfre-rAmerican Board has two churches in  T ie n ts in , both # f  
which aro carrying  on a v aried  and a c t iv e  program. At the Knng Wei Lu Church near us 
there arc in  a d d itio n  to  the regu lar a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as Church School and Sunday 
morning worship s e r v ic e ,  a w eekly woman's m ooting, B ib le  study tw ice  a week, morning 
d evotion s two days a week, a d a i ly  c la s s  for poor ch ild ren  who are unable to  a ttend  
sc h o o l, and a Study-Work c la s s  for about f i f t e e n  teen -age  g i r l s  from the country*  
Ocher m issio n  p r o je c ts  are a Primary and Junior Middle S ch oo l, w ith a t o t a l  e n r o ll
ment o f  about 640, Ruth Van K irk 's Nursery S ch ool, a sp len d id  P u b lic  H ealth  program 
for a l l  stu d en ts su p erv ised  by H elen  Diznoy who comes o c c a s io n a lly  from P eking,

The second church i s  in  the northw est part o f  the c i t y  whore Pastor Chang con
d u cts the church work, Mr. Lu th e ed u cation a l work. Dr. Hu the m edical work, There 
i s  a la r g e  primary s c h o o l, a c l i n i c ,  a c la s s  in  rug making and a poor schro.l b es id es  
the regu lar  work o f  the church,

A My work i s  th a t o f  trea su rer  fo r  the s t a t io n ,  teach in g  B ib le  to  the g i r l s  in  f: 
Study-Work c l a s s ,  p leach in g  o c c a s io n a lly ,  le a d in g  B ib le  c l a s p s  and a tten d in g  man;; 

.m eetings and committee g a th e r in g s , I am free  to  r id e  my b ic y c le  anywhere in  T ien tsin
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and I g e t  a l o t  o f  e x e r c is e  doing t h a t .  There i s  a M issionary A sso c ia tio n  in  T ien tsin  
which m eets once a month and a Union Church which has w eek ly  Sunday s e r v ic e s  in  
E n g lish . I am a deacon in  th a t  church, the f i r s t  time in  my l i f e  I have ever had 
such an h on or. I am w r it in g  th is  the day b efore  Thanksgiving and have to  speak a t  
tho Thanksgiving S erv ice  a t  Union Church tomorrow morning, j
COUNTRY CHURCHES.  The "smog" has been ovon more dense in  the country areas than in  
tho c i t i o s .  In a d d itio n  to the p o l i t i c a l  co n d itio n s  the ru ra l area around T ien ts in  
was badly flood ed  l a s t  summer a nd ten s o f  thousands o f  people are l e f t  in  d ep lorab le  
c o n d it io n s . The government has helped  some to g© to  other p la ces  and are g iv in g  work 
to  la r g e  numbers deepening r iv e r s ,  b u ild in g  ro a d s, e t c .  U n til r e c e n tly  i t  was n©t 
p o s s ib le  for us to  learn  the r e a l co n d itio n  o f  our country churches. A few  weeks ago 
two o f  our p a sto rs  l o f t  T ie n ts in  and made t r ip s  to the country . They were n o t r e 
s t r ic t e d  in  th e ir  t r a v e l s ,  ex cep t a t  one p la ce  where an ign oran t minor o f f i c i a l  to ld  
them th a t they must retu rn  to  T ie n ts in . Boforo thoy got th ere they met a h igher  
o f f i c i a l  who sa id  th a t th ey  need n ot go back and could tr a v e l f r o e ly  in  tho country . 
They were c o r d ia l ly  welcomed by the church members and found th a t in  s p ite  o f  need 
for food and c lo th in g  nowhere had church members su ffered  because they wero connected  
w ith  tho church. Later when another pastor v is i t e d  a v i l la g e  church he was taken in 
to cu stody  and i s  s t i l l  being  held  by tho government. This pastor i s  an a lb in o  and 
w e ll known in  -the area where he i s  being  h e ld . Some years ago a church member gnvo 
a p ie c e  o f  land  to the church which the v i l la g e  wanted. There was a la w su it  end th e  
church won, A bad f e e l in g  was created  and th a t probably i s  p a r t ly  the cause for th is  
ou tb u rst o f  an ti-ch u rch  a c t i v i t y .  So far as we know the s itu a t io n  in  our T ien ts in  
country churches i s  b e tte r  than in  our o th er North China s t a t io n s .  The smog in  most 
o f  those p la c e s  i s  so th ick  th a t  th ere  i s  very l i t t l o  a c t i v i t y .  One p astor  in  an
other s ta t io n  asked for  p erm ission  to v i s i t  some v i l la g e  churches and was to ld  by 
the government th a t he had b e tte r  n o t go l e s t  he be suspected  o f  carrying on p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Another p astor  in  th a t same aroa asked for p erm ission  to v i s i t  some 
C h ristia n s in  a nearby v i l la g e  and was to ld  th a t they  were too busy making a l iv in g  
to spend any time w ith  v i s i t o r s .
ABOVE THE SMOG-.  While we are enshrouded in  t h i s  murky atmosphere we are con fid en t  
th a t i t  must have a c e i l in g  and above th o  c o i l in g  the Sun i s  s t i l l  sh in in g . Years 
ago I spent a n ig h t on top o f  H aloakala , an e x t in c t  volcano in H aw aii. The n ext 
morning we found th a t we were above the clouds so we could see n oth in g  below  us but 
a sea o f  c lo u d s . As the sun pushed back the darkness i t  flood ed  the clouds w ith  
wonderful c o lo r s ,  making a b e a u tifu l s ig h t .  We were 10 ,000  f e e t  above sea lo v o l  
and on tho is la n d  o f  Hawaii to the south we could see the two snow-capped peaks o f  
Mona Loa and Mona Kea. G radually tho clouds bolow disappeared and we had a b ea u ti
fu l view o f tho is la n d  o f  Maui on which we were lo c a te d . The memory o f  th a t exp eri
ence cheers us up as we w a it  for the smog to l i f t ,b e l i e v i n g  th a t  "We s h a ll  know each 
other b e t te r  when tho m ists  have r o l le d  away."
BSSf WISHES EOR CHRISTM/.S.  As we approach tho Christmas season  we r e a l i s e  th at  
China i s  n o t tho o n ly  p la ce  where man’ s a c t i v i t i e s ,  combined with natu ra l phenomenon, 
have produced a smoggy s i t u a t io n .  Wo aro glad  th a t we have been perm itted  to  be in  
China th is  p a st y e a r . The darkness around us has helped to make tho L ight W ithin soon, 
b r ig h ter  than over and wo are co n fid en t th a t  tho L ight o f  L ife  w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  d isp e l
a l l  Darkness fo r  th ose  who are look in g  for  a new and b e tto r  Day, We hopo th a t  your
sk ie s  w i l l  be c lea r  a t  Christmas time but i f  they a ru n o t may you a t  l e a s t  have
enough L ig h t, even though i t  be on ly  a s t a r ,  to  bring  you near to the Babe o f
Bethlehem,

"Ye fe a r fu l s a in t s ,  fresh  courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are b ig  w ith  m ercy, and s h a ll  
In b le s s in g s  on your head."

H. W, Rcbinson
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Grandmas P o s ts c r ip t

L e t 's  come down from the clouds to  mundane fam ily  g o s s ip . We are on joying  
T io n ts in , -  the f r ie n d l in e s s ,  the in te r e s t in g  s o c ia l  c o n ta c ts , w orthwhile work to 
d o . We a re  g r a te fu l to  a l l  o f  you who make i t  p o ss ib lo  fo r  us to be h e r e . Our 
sm all res id en ce  compound i s  w ith in  two b locks o f  the p la ce s  where we work, the church 
the sc h o o ls , nursery s c h o o l. W e are l i v in g  in  the n ic e s t  and most conven ient house 
wo have ever had in  China, w ith  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s ,  running h o t and cold w ater , and a 
telephone* The s ta t io n  oven has a tempermental jeep  fo r  tr a n sp o r ta tio n .

Grandma o f  course lon gs to  see those four grandch ildron , Kr.ty and Jenny 
Robinson w ith  th e ir  fa th er  and mother bask in  the sunshine a t  Van Nuys, C a lifo rn ia  
where Harold has a p o s it io n  in  th e Bolander C lin ic ,  Carol Robinson l i v e s  w ith har 
mother and fa th er  a t  the rom antic sounding ad d ross, 41 Wigwam C ir c le , Hanover, N.H, 
and young Stephen Robinson R a t c l i f f e  keeps E lizab eth  and John busy a t  64 Maple S tr e e t  
Framingham, Mass, Grandma i s  try in g  to  porsuado those th ree doctors to  s e t  up th e ir  
own c l i n i c  someplace so th a t when tho g ra n d p a ren ts 're tir e  they can v i s i t  a l l  throe  
fa m ilie s  w ithout having to tr a v e l a cro ss  tho c o n tin en t. She jo in s  Grandpa in  a l l  
h is  w ishes to a l l  o f  you for peace and jo y  a t  Christmas and again  rep ea ts  the old  
w ish , "GOD BLESS US EVERY ONE." [


