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THE SUTTON HOO SHIP-BURIAL,
4 UNIQUE CONFLUSKCE OF 7TH CENTURY
EUROPEAN HISTORY

The Sutten Hee burial-ship stands at a shreuded erossreads ef
Angle~Saxen histery. It marks the times between the pagan invasiens
and tke Christisn2ine of the entire British Isles, which its peculiar 7
vessel and cargo highlights in a dramatie and as yet net tetally un-
ravelled manner. A few days after its exeavatien the village of Sutten
Hoe held a fermal Cerener's inquest at whieh the leeal cerener presided,
sitting areund a green baize billard table with twe Ierdum- British lMuseum
exrzerts and feurteen villagers, ineluding the blaeksmith, a sehssl
teaceher, farmers and retired army effieers, te determine whether the
ecntents ef the barrew was "Treasure Trove" (hence belenging te the
érewn), or mrivate eroperty. Used as evidence at the inguest were
quotatiens fremBeewulf, the 0ld Znglish narrstive peem ecemwnesed cslightly
after the 7th-@entury burial had taken Place.l Three days after the
inquest had deeided the geld, silver, brenze, wrecicus stenes, iren
rivets and seraps of weed feund in the barrew belenged to lirs. Edith
May Pretty)on whose estate it lay, this lady dmnated the cellection te
the nation through the British suseum, whose officlals had been ealled
in te hely unesrth the ship. Her gift was deseribed six months later as
"one ef the mest magnifiecent and munifiecent gifts that the British Museun

n 2

has ever receiveds.a

lIllustrated Lenden News, Aug. 19, 1939.

27.D.Kendriek, BErnst Kitzinger, Derek Allen, "The Sutten Finds'"
British Museum Quarterly, XIIIL_1959})111.
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Teday, thrity-twe years after those events, werking knewledge eof
beth wagan pre-~ and Christian pest-7th-g@entury Britain has been radically
altered by that find; art histerians have revised their ideas abeut the
ssurees ef Hiberno~Saxen, and thence of antinental Medileval art;
histerieal questiens have been ralsed about the dynastie relatienshiy
between southeastern British and Swedish reyalty; and the understandius
of the histery of shipbullding and jewellery-msking has been vaztly
exPanded. How is 1t that all these changes cculd coeme frem a sinszle
ship-burial whiech econtained no bedy, no rhysical shipm, and no objeet
whieh eould serve to fix precisely the who er when guestiens ef the
menument? In this paper I shall diseuss the ghysical find itself--in-
eluding the ship, the Saxsn-made’ jewellery, a few of the pagan and
Christian artifacts-~-and some ef the changes that have eceurred in the

world's bedy of knewledge threugh them.

THE FIND

In 1938 Mrs. E.M. Pretty had, under the surervisien ef the loeal
Iﬁsw%ﬁ;h lluseun, execavated ék@fthg_raised—earth meundings seattered
about her estate en a 100~-foot eresting everleoking the estuary of the
Deben Eiver in Sussex. One of the barrews had csntained remains ef an
18~-foet shiyx anrnd ef a human eremation; the secend had eontained sther
ecremation remains and some artifacts lying en a 6-foet long. woeoden tray;
the third had centained nething, but showed signs ef having been rifled
in an earlier era.® Previeously, on the Continent large dymastie burial
grounds had been diseevered in Sweden at Vendsl and Valsgirde nerth of

Steckheld; while on English seil in Suffelk abeut ten miles frem Sutten

Hee at Snane on the River Alde, a meunding ef similar ehs raeter near

SC.N.Phillips,"The Exeavatien of the Sutton Hoe Ship-burialﬁf
Antiguaries Jeurnal, XX,(1940) 1s2. :
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the river had yielded a 48-foet burial shin, and semewhat farther of £

in Essex, a chamber burial eentaining grave objscts (theugh ne shim) had
been uncevered iu Breemfleld. Frem these already disesvered burials,
suspleiens were reused that the 16 mounds detting lMrs. Pretiy's estate

might indieate a full-fledged aneient burial ;rrurd.4

TEE SHIP

Thug it came about in July and August 1939 the largest meund was
spened te expese the remdins of the largest burial ship knew te date.

It was 80 feet leng, had a l4-feet beam, and a 5-Toet depth, and 2 prow
curving some 124 feet abeve the keel planking. Hewever, of this ence
mighty caken veswel enly rusted iren rivets remained, these having been
held fast by the sand se that they ereated a sert of ghestly sand-easting
ef a shipw.

Thke sell near the estuary is pest-glaclal quartzy gravel and yellew
sand, and i1s guite aeid, diseceuraging te vegetatien. Intarestinglg,the
sparee vegetatlen ef the heath direetly abeve the burial had in the
intervening years stretehed 1ts reets as far dewn asg 20 feet, always
fellewing the areas of weeden planking so that the 20th Century eutline
of the ghlp was crught in a fragile aneient netwerk ef hardy heath reebs.®

Apparently leng age wien the mighty hulk had bemn hauled a=d legrelled

£
frem the river harber up te its finasl rasting plece en the esearpment 1t
had been lewered e¢offin-wise Inte the nrepared decp eavity se that beth
sides fit snugly inte the yellew sand while at each end ther® was seie
emkty spacee. Thus the clese flt sldes retained th&ir ferm while batr

ends were left semewhat vaguely eutlined in the sand-cast. This vagueness

of tle stern had been inereased by plesuzhing on the surface ef the mound

ever the eenturies se that the its vertieslly eurving end had been destrayad,

40'W'PhilliPss"Thﬁﬂ@ﬁbﬂ#&bisns of Sutten Heéﬁb 190.
5c.w,rhillips, Ibids.s, 201-202.
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A midshims burial chamber had been ereeted for the Viking-style shiyp-
burial;. and this 173 feet chamber had at some time cellajpse” under
its great weight of sand and earth, erushing many ¢f the ebjeets within
and incressing their decay.e

In 1865, twenty-six years after the eriginal exeavations, the
British Museum sent a seeend team of experts te resume excavatioens sn

the site and te take cemnlete »laster eastings of what wha by then

known to be a Neelithic Brenze Age ship. Three years were deveted to

this task and 6% tens eof mlaster used in what must be one ef the most
ingenius ship buildings ever: an enermeus preteeting tent was raised
ovet the reepened yawning hele; eaeh of the seme 2000 rusty iren rivets
were capped with lumps ef plastieine; dame Sceteh naper tewelling was
gently »ressed inte 3% feet gquare sectiens of the sgnd-cast hull so
that the wet n»laster eeuld than be peured witheut having the sand stiek
te it; the pomring of each gquare section had te be eempleted in the
eight minutes which the n»laster teock te harden. Rereating this precess
fer the entire hull, sectien by sectlien, tesk feur prefessienal casters
and three assistants three weeks. The endproducts were then carefully
labelled and hauled off te the British Musewm where they have since been
dunlicated in fibreglass in preraratien fer a final reereation eof the
7th Century shiw.’

This time~eonsuming and exzensive rreeess would eertainly net
have been entered upon were it net for the ever~-increasing recognitien
¢f the histerical impertance of the Sutten Hee. In 1954, fifteen years
after the eriginal diseevery, the entire 52 pages of one artiele in

the American Journal, Szeculum,was deveted to merely eiting all the

S 1_ o' o 51 Yl i = 31 ~ :_ +- e ~ ! P : 3 4:
6R.L.SaBruee-Mitfordy"Sutton Heo,1965~7 Excavatiens"/, Antiguity, XLI
(Mareh, 1968), 36-38,

77 Bruee-lﬂitf@l"d, w.’ s
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rublished material dealinp with the Sutten Hee te that date!g The

}aet that ne actual ship)only a ghostly skclctan)remained, dictated

the desire to semehew ecapvture itz unique form within museum walls.

Its Norse "sister ship# the Nydam, the Gokstad, and the Oseberg}all

were found iIntaet and are houced today in Gontinental museums. Its
British"sister ship" frem the 1938 Sutten exeavatien is in the Ihsw%ﬁch
mugeum, while the Snape, discevered in 1862, exists enly in written
records ef the time.

In varlieus ways the Sutten Heo ship differed frem all 1te sisters,
both éontinegg:z and Britisk. However, it is mest.elesely related te
the 76-foet, 4th Century Nydam, found in a Schleswpg beg in 1863. It,
like the Sutten Hee, has ne true keel or macst, and 1s a elinker-built
(overlapping herizental members), wide-straked (herizental hull wlanks),
ouven rowing beat. The later 9th Century Viking ships, Getstad and
Ogeberg, are slightly shoerter than the Nydam and Sutten Hee shirs,
but their increased numbers of narroew strakes permitted them rhergreater
seawerthiness dem¥ded of Viking marauders. Patched areas appearing
in the sand~¢ast Sutten Hee hull indicate that it, like its countermarts,
had seen serviee in battle and it, like them, was eld and revered
for its battle scars.’

In summary, the Sutten Hee ship conferms te the tywrleal Nerse
pre or noest~-Viking peried ship-butlals. With all of its €ontinental
eeunterparts it shares proximity te a bedy of water, a large esken
¢linker-built hull, ermen decking, relatively shallew draft, usward
curving nrew and stern rests, starboard detachable stern raddles
fer steering, and paired positiens fer human banks: of rowers.

However, in twe rather impertant ways it seems te have differed

8Francis P.liagoun Jr.,"The Sutten Hee Burial:A Chronelegiecal Biblie-
rrahhvﬂl Smeeulum, XXIX (January, 1954), 116.

9C..Phillins, "EAeavation of the Subtten Hos"), 182.
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from gll its e@ntinental cousins of beth earlier and later times.

Its iren theles(pesitionings fer the oars) were firmly fixed iQ%Q the

gunwales with &ix-ineh iren nailsj;i the Sutten Heoe's Nerse anceéstor KNydam's

tholes were lashed to the sunwales co that by reversing their iron angles
the shiy ecould be powed in the ompesite direetien; the 1 ter 9th-@éntury
shipg.had round heles cut inte the ship's hull Bermitting the shi® te
reverse its directien merely by having the teams ef rowers turn themselves
around.10 The more intersting differencs lies in the Sutten Heo's
having a different basie shape from all its Nerse relatives, one which
would seem te go along with the difference in ear pesitionings. The gtern
endi line &f 1ts gurwale, though somewhat disturbed by am earlier nlpughing
away of the eath abeve the prejectins vertieal stern rest, seems te fellew
a flewing re~entrant ecurve whieh would ereate a rounded stubbed-off stern
rather than a sharply reinted stern whieh repeated the nointed bew of all
the Norse shlims. If indeed the stern of the Sutten Hee ship was reunded
off, i1t would mateh the rererted lines of the Saxen-found Snawe, as well
as the gquared-off iron-beund stern end ¢f the 18-foet shir foumnd in
the neighboring barreow at Sutten Hoee.ll Here then there might be a
unique Anglo-Saxen evelutlenary develovment on nerthern-tyme shimeing.
Commen 1n the annuls of Celtie gailing af the time ef Caesar 1is
the ceraele, a small, rsund, nertable, skin-eoevered wicker beat whieh
rlled the rivers and elesein ceasts ef the British Isgles and wkich,
when it ventured farther eut inte uncharted seas, seems te have evelved
Inte the larger Irish curragh deseribed by Caesar in his campalgn -

p9ainst Bpain in 49 B.C., and by Pliry in his Natural Histery written in
i3

the next century. The 7th-@entury shipwright might well have bullt his
10c,#.Phillirs, "Excavatiens ef the Sutten Hee"), 10.
1lRemela Andersen, TheSailins Shin, (§.W.Nertsn & Ce., 1963), 68

A

12
Janmesg Bernell, iiater Transuvert, Its Origins and Early Evelutien (Newten

Abbet: Cambridge University Press, 1970), 112-113.




o =
larfe Norse~type .ship with thig familiar' British,stern’ eurve and fixéd.-its
tholes firmdy inte the gunwales as the rewers would always be rewing in

ene direetlen.

GOLD AND JEWELLERY FITTIKGS

. »The Teutenie peoples held their jewellery in special regard.
It was, for :kan and weman, a hadge ef rank apd dignity. Fer the
warrier it eeunted as a reward fer marltlal nrewess when bestewed
upen him by his chieftain, and se a bright advertisement of his
mllltary standing as well as soeme indieatien 6f his wealth and

_ eapital,l®
ipﬂva Ameng the treasures nlaceﬁ Viking-style at the sterrn and of the
o Tl e
C¥' ‘7 Sutten Hee burial ship, where the rreud ehief was acecustemed te lie in
W\ —— o

beﬁ,statc with his mest wvalued possessions and honer badges, were seme thirty
%Alj?a jewelled mountings of the mest f'nely wreught elelisenée and teld, ap-
parently having been moeunted en a 7-inch reyal rurse 1lid, a 2z-fe ot
gwerd hilt, a reyal harness, a reyal belt and ene er twe ether unknewn
dnd' leng-sinee=-disappmesred leather or ecleth fastener, With the exeertien
of the heavy solid geld belt buekle which fellews clesely désigns of
gseme feund in the Vendel 7th—@entury graves, all the nleees seem teo be
ef lecal Saxen origin. Thkelir materials and style resemble their Kentish
ceugins., However, in werkmanship ard unique eembinatien of technique and
design elements the Sutten Hee mieces stand oeut as brilliant musterpleces
of seme mrevieusly unknewn craftsmam.who stands head and shsulders abeve
his Kentish Jeweller cempatriets.
r, Cleisonée jJewellery had been eemmen threughout the Eastern Bwz-

/Yzﬁ“

Sﬁ;f 5 antine Emplre coming inte its finest era in the 7tk te 12th @enturies.

;) Before that the Reman and Teutenic gpeoples had adepted the teehnique from
f’«" :
’_; kf \the oriental East where it had had a lens histery dating frem 2500 B.C.
6”1)‘
&y Lﬁpmanian and Egyrtian dynastie times. Caesar in the 1st gentury B.C.

had found that the Celts were already decerating their brenze heorse

18Ronald Jesser, Angle-Saxen Jewellery (Fabcr & Faber (gggggﬁy 1950) ,18.
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trarpings witn fine brenze enamelled fittings ard the Saxen:brerze
hanging bewlg ef that and later times were cermenly decerated with
enamelled ehamplcvg, a ferm of enamel work in which the thieck metal
base 1s peunded inte shawves and eells te gccemmodate the powdered
enamel pigments befere baking.l4 The Jutish tribes whe in the reriod
of migratiens had meved to the seuth~east sheres of Britain frem the
Danube and Rhine areas had breught with them skills ef meounting garnrnets
in zeld filligree, and the Kentish Faversham jewellers, deseendamts

of the Jutes, had preduced magnifieent geld, enamel, garnet and

millefieri jewellery in the 4th te 6th Centuries.t®

Many ef these
pleces had leng befere the disecevery of the Sutten Hoo besen housed as
rmuseum treasures in the British lMuseum as examples of native early
British werkmanshiy. There had already been a centinueus histery ef
loeal Suffolk jeweléraft mrier te the Sutten Hee burigl.in the 7th
Century.

The unigue eentribution of the Sutton Hee Jeweller lies not enly
in hig unexcelled mastery of the leecal gkillg, but alse En his unique
eoembining of many far-~flung elements beth ef design and technique.te’
whieh he then added seme entirely new elements of beth. 1In the Sutten
Heoo jewels we find a remerkable and vigereus fusing of Bastern-~eriginated
cloisense enamel and geld techniques, werked in Swedish interlaced zoo-
merrhie eurvilinear patterns, beth of which had been mrevieusly adernted
by the Kentish jewellers; and te these he new added Swedish Vendel-culture
naturalistie metifs of birds, humans, and bi-peds. Milléfiotrl enamellingg
(bundled glass reds szliced lengitudinally and baked inte g£eld elsisen
cells as vitrecus enamel), inherited ' frem Reman days.by the Kentish, were

worked inte sleaming cheekerboard:eatterns, never befere seen locally.

14Herbert Mlaryon,lietalwark and Enamelling (Ckapman & Hall, Lgfgen,1959),171.

190
Jean Evans,

Eaglish Jewellery(Metheum & Ce,, Lendon, 1921), 5,6.
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Y b;These stepped cheekerbeard designs derive: eriginally frem the East, the
Y {y Sutten hLeo craftsman cembined with similerly~derived "mushreem-shaved"

?éj cleisen cells inte allever Eastern style carnetpatterns; we see them used
wmost effectively in the se-called sheuldér-elasps, the rurse frame, and
the harness and swerd I‘ittinp;s.l6

e these skillfully cembined disparate elements, tlie genius ef the
Sutten Hee eraftsman himself eentributed ene uniquely cenceived new tech-
nique. What appesrs at first te be €entinental geld chamnlevgf preves te
be a variatal ferm of eleisende in which the cleisen eell is 3imply fitted
ever with a flut geld eoever creating an enlarged flat geld field which is
used te balance the Kentish-inherited large flat garnet areas in the purse-
1id man-beasts fitting, and in the intertwinine zeemerpghic frames and
intertwined bears ef the ends ef the .*3hem;11der-class_xzas.1'7

Prier te the Sutten Hee discevery these Hiberne-Saxen designs had been
econsidered mainly in cennectien with Celtie manuseriwmts. Derived frem many
pagan sourees, they seemed te have sprung mere er less fully developedﬂpqgg_
the pages of tne Cedes Lindisfarnes and The Beek ef Durrew areund 675 A.D.
However, the.Sutten Hee presented a likely lecal seuree for its prebable
datg aecording towNumiamatists,lies between 625 and 660,18 and accerding te
histerians .erking with Bede's East Anglan family tree, is 'mere precisely

654 eor 655.19 In any case, it would seem that the pagan master jeweller

of the Sutten Hee ceurt was busy at werk turning sut superb free-swingins

jewellery appreciably befeore the appearance ef the Irish Christiar Gespels.

"Celtie Jewelers", Eneyclepedia Americana, 1962, XXVI, 104.
17H.Raryon, Metalcraft and Emamelling, 184.

R.L«S.Bruce-Mitferd, sutten Hee Ship-Burial, a Handbesk, (British Museum
Publiestien, 1968), 48.

19

Se.Lindquist, "Sutten Hee and Beewulfﬁh antiquity, XXII (September,1948),140.

(
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And as Bruece-Mitferd, the majer British Nuseunm authority on the Sutten
¥ - Gy C
Hog{ states ﬁn his introductisn to the 1960 re~issued Lindisfarne

Gospelsg"the reots of Hiberne-Saxon ornament in manuscrimts and sculp-

ture are in the metaleraft of the preeeding period,"<O

PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN INTEETWININGS

f Since Beowulf was written towards the end ef the Tth Gentury by

an unknown Angle-~Saxen peet pessibly attached te the East Anglian er

Nerthumbrian court, from a Chrigtian meralizing peint ef view, about

pagan Danes, Swedes snd Geats from seuthern Scandanavia, there are inter-

P?Stiﬁ{ connectiens with the Sutten Hee burial in time, plaee and lifestyle.
From the impressivenese of the escarpment burial site, the large and
wellmade ship, and the quality and quantity of its centents, there is
little deubt that the Sutton Heo ship memorialized a powerful and much
respected leader. Since there se#ms to be a grouping of many mounds in
the same Suffelk area, Sutten Hoo weuld s<em te mark & family burial-
ground like those of the Swedish pagan Vendel=~culture. And since the heard
of kerevingian coins all come from eentral @ontinentd mints and bear the
econtemperary Byzantine Christian stamp ef the cross and orb, the Sit ten
Heo chieftain must have lived in a tiue when Ckristianity and paganism
co~existed in Britain.

Sts. Augustine's mssien had been sent to Canterbury by Gregesy tus
Grsauv Te® convert the Angles and Saxons in 596, and the next year the
Venerable Bede tells ws King Ethelbert ¢f Kent welcemed hhm and adonted
the new religienm publically. At the king's dezth in 616, there was a
general pagan reaetion te Ethelbert's econversieon teehniques and in

the struglle King Edwin of Nerthumbria teok ever the deminien ef Englm d.

20R,L.S«Bruce-ilitfprd," Intreduction" (Decoration and Miniatures), Codex
Lindisfzrnensis(facéimile copy printed in Switzerland with merfiissi®
By the Trustees of the British Museum, 1960), 109.
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In 627 Edwin alse sueceumbed te Christianity se that it is ne surprise
te find that the neighbering king eof East Anglia, Redwald, ef the Wuffingas
Dynasty, alse jeined upr and became a Christian. "The date of this event
we are nat tolé}but we de knew frem Bede that later he regretted his
deecisien and when he died im 625 er 626, he had reverted te ﬂaqqnism.gl
Beeause the general time seemed cerreet and beeguse Redwald was

knewn te be the first East Anglianking te adewt Christianity, the exea-

¥)p&LVQtOPS' first assumptien was that the Sutten Hee ship-burial, though it

o

W
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t‘centained ne signs of either a bedy er a erematien, was his memprial.

However, with the aceumulation ef evidence put ferward by varicus experts

§~(g)\ whieh dated the burial as semewhat laster, it is generally theught

new that the eenataph meurned one af Redwald's suceeeding nephews, either
- Almord Thean
Anna @r Aethelhere)wh@ died in 654 and 655 resweetively. Anna was knewn

te be a deveut Christian and his bedy 1s chrenicled te have been given

Christian burial at Blythburgh. It is net knewn whether Aethelhere became
a Christian er net, but it is knewn that his body was lest in the battle
of Winwaed in Yorkshire)and Bede writes of thaf battle that, "many
were lest alse by drewning in the fleed whters while trying te escape",
making it even mere likely that his bedy ceuld net be retrieved .22

With sueh a confusgien of religimus ceustoms, it is net surrerising
that the burial ef an impertant reyal persenage might cembine elsments

of beth Christian and wpagan burlal practiees. Although the Sutten
Hes~trre of burial 1g certainly net Christian, there are Christian ar-
tifaets abeard whiech would net likely have been selected were there net
sgrie Christian eonnection invelving the king er his family. Pessibly

the twe silver specns marked in Greek with "Saul" and "Paul", similar

te Byzantine ehristening or bapbismal spoens of that time, had been a
2k

Sandra Glass,"The Sutton Hoe Burial Ship,"Antiquity,XXXVI (September,
1962), 179-83.
22 Bruee=iitferd, Sutton Hee Handbsek, 53=56.
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pregent for a momentous reyal baptism. The set of ten silver bewls found
nexr the speons bear engraved ecresses and ars from the Byzantine Empire,
and typical of Bustern werkmanshlp. A large flat silver dish bears the
hallmark starmps of the kmperer Anastasius (491-518) which marks it as
of Christian erigin. There are ether silver artifacts whiech, theugh
they are not specifically marked with Christian symbols, do also ceme
frem tne East,where Christianity was well established. Nene eof these
8ilver items are fine enough to have been a likely reyal gift, se they
must have been acquired as valued trade items.25

Beside these artifaets invelvad with the Christian werlqﬁlay
the swecifiea.ly pagan ones. The enermeus shield and helmet mo;nted
with combined naturalistie and zeemerphie brenze, geld and sgarnet clei-
sende fittings might well have ceme right out eof the Sweiiszh Vendel-
éiyture graves where ethers bearing almoest identical fittings had been
%hrlief(found. Since the shield and helmet of the Sutten Heo grave
(painstakin;ly restoered by British Museum experts) showed signs ef
having been used and mended, and were already old when censigned te the
earth, they might have even been heirleems inherited frem some distant
time of the family history. These hesve, indeed, raised gquestioens in
seme authorities' minds ef a direet dynastic link between Sweden and
East Anglia.24

Frem loczl wagan Saxen ground comes the strange six-~feet iron
standard surmeunted with a bronze stas and endineg in a sharp reint,
which is related teo the Roman-Britain tufa,a standard berne by Saxen
kings aecording te Bede, and which in Beewulf is mentiened in a sim=-
286

il=r centext as mort of tle reyal burial equipage. Among the mest

25

T.D.Kendrick et.al®,"The Sutton Finds¥, 104.
= mat :

Herbert liaryon, "The Sutten Heeo Helmef@,Antiquity, XXI(September, 1947),
28Bruce-liitford,Sutton Hoe Handbeek, 20. R
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amazing and eempletely urnique objects is a six-peund, twe~feot leng
/7[ @/\/ vv:..t-/(
pelished stene whetstone, placed henorably close te the reyal badges

ef S&xam~¢r&g&n&tadrstandard>&ﬂd sSweden-erigineted ghieid and helmet,
. ]
z@fﬂfhis lobed and bronze=fitted ebject carryfﬁ% four sober staring
' )
human heads at eaeh end and}fheught te be ssme sert of pagan eceremsnial
‘.a_,’&_ ,(,_,M Xoer o inm (‘l-—-\»«\}_\_a)—u«k.,. 'kﬁh_o._,\
sceptery a—British lusewm Quarteriy of Deeemwber; 1959 says, "Nothing

like this menstreus stene exists mnywhere.  Archaeelogigally it is
the most amazing find....(of the Sutten Hoﬁj&i26

Se with the magnificent pelishod wetstone and the two fragile
Saul and Paul christening speens, we might summarize the historiecal

Cok
eonfluence of the Sutton iHoe Weighted dewn by 13U0 years of Saxon

o e e

heath, shrouded im mystery and wrknown origins, carrying ne human
i.‘\k C_.kuﬂﬁ.u: e, h-oiamty
remains to claim its contonts, melding ﬁagan and Christian artifaets

Wl O & LG

and jewels, it has served to make tangikle @gé@ﬁlf, its slightly later
literary poetic parallel, to ewen possibilities of a dSwedish=Saxon
reyal linkage, to bring Saxon jewellery crafts and ship designing to
a level not before dreamt of, and to correct a wrongly=held chrenolosy
abeut the origins ef Irish illuminsted manuscript arts.
For its importance im throwing lighkht uren a dark period
of histery and for the intrinsic beauty and archaeological
signifieanee~of 'its contents, the Sutten Heo ship=burial

has been rightly described as the greatest find ever made
in England.

261,D.Kendrick et al.,"The Sutton rFinds", 128.

275erbert Miaryon,"The Sutton Hoo Shield", antiguity, XX, (Mareh, 1946),21.
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